




















= | 


aaa 























t fiat Ves 


Uptg e & Sa Tear a a 




















Weekly Compilation of 
PRESIDENTIAL 


DOCUMENTS 


Monday, February 23, 1976 


Volume 12 * Number 8 


Pages 189-268 











Index of Contents 


Pe Aneesh eae 268 


ADDRESSES AND REMARKS 


(See also News ConFERENCES; SWEARING-IN 
CEREMONIES) 
An American Promise, remarks on signing procla- 
mation concerning Japanese-American intern- 
ment during World War IT__--------------- 245 
Disaster assistance to Guatemala, exchange of re- 
marks with AID Administrator Daniel Parker_. 223 


Federal Election Commission_...-....--.------ 222 
Florida trip 
Bay Pines, Veterans Administration Center hos- 
ONE ii npg rns eeiaiiptnss apicnmmpieriibip mma 211 


Ft. Lauderdale 
Arrival at Ft. Lauderdale International Air- 


0G aiden Ue makina Spinone 195 
President Ford Committee volunteer recep- 
GEREN Rane RP NESE ee Br Me ara AES 205 
Question-and-answer session with local offi- 
NE Sein bari edie me ena Sionpinpeneiiinss 195 
Ft. Myers 
President Ford Committee volunteer recep- 
i Ee es ee ae 217 
Question-and-answer session_..-..-------- 212 
Miami 
President Ford Committee volunteer recep- 
OO henna iewintgintch oii biqieiin 221 
South Florida Chapter Federal Bar Associa- 
eg, EN EE: NED 218 
Miami Beach, National Parkinson Institute an- 
nual fundraising dinner__._.._-....------- 221 
Orlando, President Ford Committee volunteer 
ERE.» Sees eae Ny oe ea 194. 
St. Petersburg 4 
Arrival at St. Petersburg-Clearwater Inter- 
RS aes ae One 206 
President Ford Committee volunteer recep- 
BNE actuated incedneg naive nmcnsibahebr eet 210 
PaO eI sicicveie tines nidtitay ethane Setnintatiny ete 207 
National Association of Secondary School Princi- 
pals annual convention_.-....-..--.-------- 224 
New Hampshire trip 
Dover ‘ 
Dover High School students and faculty_.._.. 263 
President Ford Committee volunteer recep- 
Ge ici grcttinennaciapetiemar naccentiiliimabipinnsccnrsa 263 
Question-and-answer session at Chamber of 
Commences Geeghfect............s.--<0--- 258 
Keene 
Arrival at Dillant Hopkins Airport__._--_-- 248 
Harper’s Acre retirement home___.-_---_-- 257 
Question-and-answer session at Keene High 
URES ssocinmrcinutiicecnsedeanininctndiicennpant 249 
Portsmouth, Newington Plaza shopping center. 264 
Professional athletes prayer brunch____..---~-- 266 


APPOINTMENTS AND NoMINATIONS 


Nominations submitted to the Senate__.._.._____ 268 
United States Ambassador to Tunisia (Edward W. 
TID sien tinsinsceechldtrind polka ich mslenteesiediguibdigess 227 

Brit SicNIncs 

Wetlands Loan Extension Act of 1976, statement. 227 
Cueckuist or Wuite House Press RELEASES__-_ 268 
Concress, COMMUNICATIONS TO 

Disaster assistance to Guatemala, message__--__ 247 

Federal Election Commission, message____-~_-- 222 


Federal Energy Administration, letter to the 
Speaker of the House and President of the 


PEN gehdl dlinrinctnigtti teh himniihie satletnincSekonpewas 222 
Food stamp program, letter to chairmen of rele- 

SE oe NS Ca. ES, 265 
United States foreign intelligence activities, 

GED iene cishiigiownlwipinin dilantin miphrintnalen sendin 243 
U.S.-Spain treaty of friendship and cooperation, 

message to Senate transmitting__._....__--_-- 233 
U.S.-Swiss treaty on mutual assistance in criminal 

matters, message to Senate transmitting _- ~~ ~~~ 234 


DicEst oF OrHER Wuite HousE ANNOUNCEMENTS. 267 


EXECUTIVE ORDERS 


United States foreign intelligence activities (EO 
ff Rae Se Cor ee 234 


Letrers, MEMoRANDUMS, Etc. 
(See also Concress, COMMUNICATIONS TO) 


News CONFERENCES 


Friday, February 13 (No. 26) ---.--_---------- 189 
Tuesday, February 17 (No. 27) --------------- 227 
PROCLAMATIONS 
An American Promise (Proc. 4417) _....-.----- 245 
Mark Twain National Forest (Proc. 4415) ~---- 226 
National Poison Prevention Week, 1976 (Proc. 
FEO snllic arahatplinneltesirereecieesitie aeiihin tad ates 244 


. STATEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 


(See also Bru Sicnincs) 


Birthday of Susan B. Anthony_--.------------- 189 

Federal Election Commission_.......-.--.----- 265 

Veto of public works employment bill, Senate vote 
0 RR EIN) 1 RN 247 


SweEarinc-IN CEREMONIES 
United States Ambassador to the United Kingdom 
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (Anne L. 
I iain ncnnntintenpesitnniitlihaicmamtiniaapit 246 


[A Cumulative Index to Prior Issues appears at the end of this issue.] 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 
Presidential Documents 


Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Admin- 
istration, Washington, D.C. 20408, the Weekly Compilation of 
Presidential Documents contains statements, messages and other 
Presidential materials released by the White House during the pre- 
ceding week. 


The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is published 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register Act 
(49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regulations 
prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (37 F.R. 23607; 1 CFR Part 10). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The Weekly 
Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished by mail 
to subscribers for $15.00 per year ($15.00 additional for mailing first 
class ; $8.50 additional for foreign handling) , payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. The charge for a single copy is 50 cents. ; 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 





S 


v 
N 
il 
a 
n 


nn co Go £749 


“AS 





eee ee 


= ' # 


,. ie 





Administration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday February 20, 1976 





Birthday of Susan B. Anthony 
Statement by the President. February 13, 1976 


Sunday, February 15, is the birthday of Susan B. 
Anthony, who was born on a Massachusetts farm in 1820. 

From an early interest in the temperance, antislavery, 
and women’s rights movements of her day, Susan B. An- 
thony rose to meet the discrimination of her day which 
denied women the right to vote. 

With other dedicated women, she took the cause of 
women’s suffrage to State capitals across our growing 
Nation. Although her efforts brought only limited success 
in her lifetime, the irreversible change she wrought in the 
attitudes of society ultimately led to the ratification of the 
nineteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 

As we engage in a continuation of her struggle to en- 
sure legal equality today, it is encouraging to remember 
her message to a 1906 women’s suffrage association ban- 
quet in Washington, D.C. She simply but eloquently said: 
“Failure is impossible.” 


THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
FEBRUARY 13, 1976 


Held at Orlando, Florida 


Tue Present. Thank you very much. Why don’t we 
all sit down and relax? 


Joe McGovern, members of Sigma Delta Chi, my former 
colleagues in the House, Lou, Skip, and Bill, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am extremely happy to be back in the Sunshine State 
and, likewise, as far as the city of Orlando is concerned, I 
have been here a number of times. But before we begin the 
questions, I have one announcement. 


The International Chamber of Commerce has decided 
to hold its 1978 annual convention here in Orlando. It is 
expected that the convention will generate about $1 mil- 
lion for your local economy. The United States Travel 
Service, a division of the Federal Department of Com- 
merce, was instrumental in attracting this convention to 
the United States, and your own outstanding facilities 
made Orlando the final choice of the International 
Chamber. 

I think this is an excellent example of how Government 
and the private sector can work together toward a com- 
mon goal. I congratulate the city of Orlando, and I am 
pleased that we were able to play a part in this successful 
venture and effort. 

With those brief observations and that good news an- 
nouncement, I will be glad to respond to the first question. 


SoLarR ENERGY RESEARCH CENTER 


Q. Mr. President, a two-part question, sir. Since you 
took office, you have lashed out somewhat, of course, at 
Congress for its slowness in development of a research and 
energy conservation plan. We now understand from 
ERDA that it will be possibly more than 6 months before 
the site for the solar research center is chosen, and that 
politics has entered into the picture so much in that site 
selection that all the States in the Union may soon join 
in that competition. The question, sir, is the pot—mean- 
ing the Ford Administration—calling the kettle black? 

Tue Preswent. Let me get to the process and pro- 
cedure for the determination of the solar research center. 

ERDA, under Dr. Robert Seamans, is in the process 
right now of preparing the criteria which will be distrib- 
uted to all applicants for participation in the solar re- 
search center. It is expected that the criteria will be de- 
veloped and made available within several weeks or a 
month. Following that, any city, any State, any combina- 
tion of governmental units can apply on the basis of the 
criteria, the technical criteria that has been established 
by the Energy Research and Development Agency 
[Administration]. 

As I said, it will be 2 to 4 weeks before the criteria are 
out. It will probably be 6 months or so after all applica- 
tions have been received before ERDA can make a final 
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decision. That decision will be made as rapidly as possible. 
We want to move ahead as quickly as possible, because 
solar research and solar techniques are very important in 
our long-range energy program. 

Q. Mr. President, would it possibly be in the best in- 
terest of the country’s taxpayers to develop the center 
here in Florida, in Brevard County, where the expertise 
of the Kennedy Space Center is nearby and, particularly, 
as Brevard County has maintained a 17 percent or more 
unemployment rate? 

Tue Presipent. Certainly, Brevard County and the 
whole area have many, many assets that certainly will be 
important at the time they submit their application under 
the criteria established by ERDA. But it would be ill- 
advised and probably completely wrong for me to make 
any commitment on behalf of ERDA, because that is a 
technical decision. I am sure that the application will be 
a good one. I am certain that this area will get excellent 
consideration. But it would be, I think, wrong for me to 
make a decision other than to say I know you have lots 
of sunshine. 


AID TO THE ELDERLY 


Q. Mr. President, you have given the first of some spe- 
cial messages to Congress on the problems of the elderly. 
What kind of help do you propose to help Florida’s many 
senior citizens? 

Tue Presmwent. In the first place, I fully agree with 
whatever the increases in social security benefits will be 
under the cost of living escalator clause. That will take 
place later this year. I fully concur with that. 


Number two, I happen to believe that it is vitally 
important for us to make certain that the Social Security 
Trust Fund is fully funded. At the present time, it is run- 
ning in a deficit of about $4 billion per year. Sometime 
in 1980, if we don’t do something, the fund will be de- 
pleted. I have recommended one proposal to make sure, 
to make positive, that those who are retired and those 
who are to be retired will have a continuous flow of the 
benefits under social security. 

Number three, I have recommended that we incor- 
porate in the law a new program to take care of, roughly, 
the 3 million individuals, most of whom are among our 
older citizens, who are suffering from what we call cata- 
strophic illnesses. At the present time, there is no program 
to take care of those who have extended and serious ill- 
nesses. I have proposed a catastrophic health care plan 
that will take care of about 3 million people under Medi- 
care. I think it is a good proposal, and I hope the Congress 
will respond to it. 

In addition, I have recommended good funding, I 
think, for what we call the Older Americans Act. It has 
a wide variety of .services that are incorporated, and I 
hope the Congress does as I have recommended in the 
funding of those programs. 
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Q. On the health care plan you mentioned, Mr. Presi- 
dent, Dr. Hobert Jackson, who is vice president of the 
National Council on Aging, said in Gainesville, that your 
health care program has some good concepts but, in effect, 
it would help only one in every 300 people affected. 

Tue Presivent. As I understand it, it would heip very 
specifically, 3 million out of roughly 24 million. Now the 
good part of it is that these 3 million are the ones who are 
most adversely affected by the cost of 2, 3, 5 years of 
extended care in mounting doctor bills. It seems to me 
that we ought to put special emphasis on taking care of 
those tragic cases where you have extended illnesses. 

In the meantime, under Medicare, there still would be 
a health care program for those who participate. But we 
put a new tilt, trying to be helpful to the people affected 
with a catastrophic illness. 


ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 


Q. Mr. President, not too many years ago, another 
American President put a challenge forth to this country 
to put a man on the Moon. Technology met that chal- 
lenge, as you know. That task was met and we did put a 
man on the Moon. The Project Independence was recently 
launched 2 years ago to make this country energy self- 
sufficient. Reports are indicating this is failing and failing 
rather miserably. Why is it failing, Mr. President? Why 
can’t this country be energy self-sufficient, and will you 
put a timetable on that? 

Tue Preswent. In January of 1975, in my State of 
the Union Message, I laid out a 10-year program. I had a 
number of specific items that, if Congress would respond, 
we could become energy independent in 10 years, by 
1985. Unfortunately, the Congress dilly-dallied day after 
day after day and, finally, in December, they passed a 
partial answer to the request that I had made in January. 
The bill which I signed is a base from which we can 
operate. It provides for some conservation. It provides, 
over a 40-month period, for increased production domes- 
tically, and it has some conservation features. 

On the other hand, it has done nothing to deregulate 
natural gas. Tragically, we had a setback a week or so ago 
in the House of Representatives, but we hope we can 
retrieve that. That would be something that I recom- 
mended Congress should do. 

In addition, I have recommended for the energy re- 
search and development program $2,900 million. It is 
about a 30-some percent increase in research and develop- 
ment funds for energy—including solar, geothermal, fos- 
sil fuels, nuclear energy. And if Congress appropriates the 
money, it will move us ahead in those fields as well as 
several other exotic fields. In the case of solar energy, the 
increase in research and development funds was over 40 
percent. 

So, we are trying to move ahead in conservation, in 
increased domestic production, the greater utilization of 
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coal in research and development for the long term. Al- 
though the Congress did not respond as well as I would 
have liked last year, I think we will make more headway 
in 1976. 

Q. Do you have any timetable in mind on that, sir? 

Tue PresiwenT. If the Congress would pass all the 
things I recommended, we would be well on our way to 
energy independence by 1985. Even though they have 
been a little slow, I am always an optimist that they will 
begin to move. 


U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I have a two-part question concern- 
ing U.N. Ambassador Daniel Moynihan. Would you com- 
ment on James Reston’s report that while you were pub- 
licly praising Ambassador Moynihan, you and Secretary 
Kissinger deplored his actions? 

1 Hu £RESIDENT. Secretary Kissinger and myself, both 
publicly and privately, repeatedly endorsed the positions 
that Ambassador Moynihan took and the way he handled 
his job as Ambassador to the United Nations. I think the 
best evidence of that is what Ambassador Moynihan said 
on many occasions subsequent to his letter of resignation, 
where he fully indicated that I had supported him, that 
Secretary Kissinger had supported him. I think the new 
Ambagsador who will succeed him will carry out the same 
policy—which are policies of strength in the United Na- 
tions, trying to break up the bloc voting, making certain 
that the position of the United States is strongly put for- 
ward, and that we don’t take a back seat to anybody. Pat 
Moynihan did a fine job, and his successor will, too. 

Q. Along that same line, on the question of appoint- 
ment for a new U.N. Ambassador, the Sentinel Star here 
in Orlando has called on you, editorially, to appoint an 
eagle and not a pigeon. Which will it be? 

THE PresweENT. The first Ambassador I appointed to 
the United Nations was Pat Moynihan. I guess Pat would 
fall under the heading of an eagle, and I can assure you, 
as I said a moment ago, that his successor will be just as 
strong, just as firm as Pat Moynihan was. 


DEREGULATION OF NATURAL Gas 


Q. Mr. President, you already touched on deregula- 
tion of natural gas. The oil industry is pushing Congress 
and Government to deregulate natural gas. This would 
increase the cost to user States like Florida considerably. It 
would go at least from 50 cents to $2. Now what effect 
would this have on consumer prices, and what effect 
would it have on the people of Florida? 

Tue Preswent. I think it really comes down to this. 
We either have American natural gas or you use foreign 
oil. And I think the American people would rather have 
American natural gas than to pay high prices they are 
paying for Middle Eastern oil at the present time. If we 


deregulate natural gas in the United States, we will in- 
crease the supply, and the price increase will be moderate, 
and we will control it. But if you rely and continue to rely 
on Middle Eastern oil, the price is out of our control. It is 
in the hands of the Arab OPEC nations. 

So, I would rather put my gamble on American prod- 
ucts right here at home than to depend on the whim 
and fancy and the price increases of Arab oil. 

Q. Do you think natural gas would replace a lot of oil 
supplies? 

Tue Preswent. I think if we give the peop'e who are 
seeking to develop more American gas and oil wells—if 
they have a fair price—we will develop a greater source 
of supply. No question about it. But if we keep the price 
down, it is uneconomical for them to drill. We have to give 
them an incentive. And I would rather give the incentive 
to American oil and gas people than I would to OPEC 
Arab oil drillers, That is just what it amounts to. 


FEDERAL INCOME TAx REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, I am from your home area, Traverse 
City. I interviewed you before you were President. It is 
nice to see you as President. 

Secretary of the Treasury William Simon was here 
yesterday, and he mentioned he would like to see income 
tax—a personal income tax—based on a straight, no de- 
duction percentage. Was that his idea, or was that a 
trial balloon he is sending up for the Administration? 

Tue Preswent. The Secretary of the Treasury, who 
is a most able member of my Cabinet, has talked to me 
about this proposal. I think there are some good features 
in it. But I think it ought to be researched more. I think 
it ought to be staffed, as we say, among more people than 
just one individual. 

Such a study, if it is not already underway, will get 
underway, but I think it is premature to make any com- 
mitment until we have a final evaluation. I can tell you 
that Secretary Simon is pushing it, but we have not given 
any green light to a submission as far as the Congress is 
concerned. 

Q. The second part of the question might be, do you 
have a tax revision plan? 

Tue Presment. The Secretary of the Treasury has 
testified on a number of occasions before the House Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means and, I think, the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee with some guidelines of this Adminis- 
tration concerning tax reform and tax revision. 

The House has passed a bill. We like some of it; we 
don’t like other parts of it. We think the Internal Revenue 
Code could be simplified. But we are working with the 
Congress not only on our ideas, but some of the things 
that have come out from the Department of the Treasury. 

In the State of the Union Message that I gave a month 
or so ago, I did recommend some tax changes—one of 
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them to provide an incentive to industry to build new 
plants, buy new equipment in high unemployment areas, 
giving them a more rapid amortization. 

I also recommended tax changes that would permit 
individuals to buy stock in American corporations, to be- 
come owners, and get a tax deferral during a period of 
time. I think we ought to broaden the ownership of 
American industry. That was another tax proposal, and 
we will be coming forth with some others as the session 


progresses. 
FLormaA Primary ELECTION 


Q. Mr. President, we are told you are only going to 
make two visits to Florida before the March 9 primary. 
Are you confident that only 4 or 5 days of campaigning 
in Florida can win you the primaries, especially when 
most political observers see the Ford-Reagan contest as a 
toss-up in this State and that many reports have surfaced 
that your Florida campaign is in disarray? 

Tue Presmwent. Let me make two very categorical 
comments. Number one, I think I will do well in Florida. 
Number two, my campaign organization is in good shape. 
Lou Frey has done a good job. We have supplemented his 
staff with some additional people, because it is getting 
closer and closer to March 9. Therefore, I think our Flor- 
ida organization will do a good job, and I think we will 
win in Florida, 

Now, I happen to believe that coming down here on 
this trip and possibly another one is important. That is 
why I am here. But, I must say my principal job is to 
continue to be an effective President. It is more important 
that I attend to the many, many responsibilities as Presi- 
dent, and on weekends or on quick trips, I will try to come 
down, as I am on this occasion. But, my principal respon- 
sibility is to make sure that our dornestic and international 
policies are carried out in the best interest of the country 
as a whole. 


VETO oF PusLic Works BILL 


Q. Today you vetoed the $6 billion public works bill 
that was designed to create 600,000 new jobs. Are you 
confident that the Nation is making a good enough eco- 


nomic recovery that no new Federal jobs program will be 
needed? 


THE Present. Let me say we have had some excel- 
lent news last week. We got an indication that the unem- 
ployment rate had dropped by half a percentage point, 
the best record in 16 years of a drop. In addition, we have 
800,000 more Americans gainfully employed in January 
than we had in December, and 2,100,000 more since last 
March. The unemployment trend is down; the employ- 
ment trend is up, and we are very encouraged, 


Then we had some good news this morning. The whole- 
sale price index showed no increase, which means that 


no increase in January, 1.4 percent-minus in December, 
and a zero increase in November. So, for the last 3 months, 
a quarter of a year, we have had a minus movement as 
far as the wholesale price index is concerned. 

So, both employment and unemployment and the 
wholesale price index were doing very well, and I am 
optimistic that if we keep the economy going the way it 
is going, there is not any need for a $6 billion inflationary, 
so-called jobs bill. 

It seems to me if you add $6 billion to the Federal 
deficit, which that bill would do, all you are doing is 
helping to reignite the fires of inflation. In that bill, for 
every job, it will cost the Federal Government $25,000. 

I think the better way to solve unemployment is to 
make certain that the private sector of our economy, 
where five out of every six jobs exist, gets some inspiration 
and some incentive and, if the Congress would pass the 
tax proposal that I recommended, we would be a lot better 
off than this, I think, inflationary, so-called jobs bill. 


FLormwa Primary ELECTION 


Q. Mr. President, Senator Tower, of Texas, was in 
Orlando campaigning on your behalf earlier this week. 
During a news conference here, he said your candidacy 
could survive a loss here in Florida, but that Ronald 
Reagan’s could not. The first part of my question is, do 
you agree with his assessment, and the second part is, 
what effect would a Reagan victory here in Florida have 
on your candidacy? 

THE PRESWENT. It would be a disappointment, be- 
cause I think we are going to do quite well here. But 
losing Florida—and I say again, I don’t think we will— 
but losing Florida won’t deter me one bit from continu- 
ing the effort right up to the last vote in Kansas City in 
August. I am going to be in this ballgame up until the 
whistle blows, so I think we are going to win in Florida. 


_Even if we lose, we are going to keep campaigning, and 


we are going to keep in the ballgame, and we are going 
to get the nomination. 

Q. As to a possible victory by your campaign here in 
Florida, what effect would that have on Ronald Reagan’s 
candidacy? 

Tue Present. I am not really the best judge of what 
the former Governor will do. I think it will be a very seri- 
ous disappointment to him, but I would not want to pre- 
judge what his actions might be subsequent to that. 


ADMINISTRATION Post FOR JERRY THOMAS 


Q. Mr. President, Governor Reagan’s Florida cam- 
paign manager said this week that you were trying to buy 
votes by offering an Administration post to a prominent 
Florida conservative, Jerry Thomas, who endorsed you 
this week. Have you offered him a post, and what is your 
reaction to the Reagan campaign’s charge? 
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THE PrEsweENT. I first want to say I have known Jerry 
Thomas for a long time. I campaigned with him when he 
ran for Governor several years ago. I was trying to help 
the Republican Party down here in Florida. He was the 
candidate for Governor. I was impressed with him then 
and I have been impressed with him all along. 

We talked to him some months ago about joining the 
Ford Administration. It looks like such a possibility will 
take place. I think he will make an excellent top executive 
in the Administration, and I am very honored and very 
pleased with his endorsement because I think he is a suc- 
cessful State legislator. 

He was a good candidate for Governor, and he has been 
a very successful businessman, and I think we will be lucky 
to get him, and I am very pleased with his endorsement. I 
think the charges by some campaign manager are com- 
pletely without foundation. 


U.S. Foreicn Po.icy 


Q. Mr. President, all of the candidates who have cam- 
paigned in central Florida have criticized your policy, the 
Administration policy, concerning détente with the Soviet 
Union. And, in particular, Mr. Reagan said last week the 
only thing détente has accomplished is our ability to sell 
Pepsi Cola in Siberia. Just how do comments like this 
affect the conduct of American foreign policy? 


THe Present. First, let me say I am very proud of 
the accomplishments of our American foreign policy. We 
are at peace. We are at peace because we are strong. I 
have submitted strong, affirmative Defense Department 
budgets to the Congress so we will stay strong. With that 
kind of military capability, we have been able to imple- 
ment a policy of peace with strength in foreign policy. 

Since I became President 18 months ago, we have 
strengthened our alliance in Western Europe. It has never 
been better. Our relations with Japan, a very important 
ally in the Pacific, are excellent. We have been able to 
reaffirm our relations with our many other friends around 
the rest of the globe. 

We have made tremendous success in diffusing the 
volatile situation in the Middle East. We were able, be- 
cause we were strong, to have the confidence of both Israel 
on the one hand and Egypt on the other. That is a tremen- 
dous stride forward under this Administration in foreign 
policy, and we will make other successful efforts in that 
area. 

We have maintained a growing relationship with the 
People’s Republic of China. At the same time, we have 
been able to negotiate with strength with the Soviet 
Union. We are negotiating right now to put a cap on the 
nuclear arms race. If an agreement is reached, it will be an 
agreement beneficial to us, equally beneficial to the Soviet 
Union. It will be an agreement that will keep our powder 
dry and not put our finger on the nuclear trigger, and it 
will relax tensions between the two super powers. 


That is the kind of a foreign policy that is in the best 
interest of the United States. I won’t comment on any 
rhetoric concerning a policy that has been successful. I am 
proud of it. I think most Americans are proud of it, and 
they should know that it will continue—a policy of peace 
with strength under the next 4 years of the Ford 
Administration. 


CAMPAIGN TACTICS 


Q. Mr. President, do you feel like the comment, how- 
ever, by Mr. Reagan, in particular, violates the so-called 
11th commandment that he has pledged to abide—that 
he will not speak evil of you during the campaign? 

Tue PreswentT. Well, things get disappointing, and 
I think people forget what they might have said at one 
time, and so it does not bother me. I just want the public 
to know we have a good foreign policy. We are going to 
keep it good, and we are not going to worry about some 
campaign rhetoric. 


Report oF House SELEcT COMMITTEE ON 
INTELLIGENCE 


Q. Mr. President, do you agree with Secretary Kissin- 
ger’s comment that the House Intelligence Committee re- 
port represents to him a new brand of McCarthyism? 

Tue Preswent: I think that is a fairly accurate de- 
scription. I think that that committee report, which the 
House of Representatives said should not be published by 
better than a two-to-one vote, having been leaked, is an 
unfair, unjust way to criticize an individual or a policy. 
And I think it certainly falls within the parameters of Mc- 
Carthyism. 

Let me just add this: Under this Administration, we 
are going to have a strong intelligence community, and 
we are not going to permit the Congress to dismantle 
America’s intelligence community. 

You were going to ask another question? 


CREATION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
CoMMITTEE 


Q. I was going to ask you if you agree with the pro- 
posal for one intelligence oversight committee for Con- 
gress? 

THe Preswent. I am going to make some recom- 
mendations to the Congress very shortly involving the 
entire intelligence community. But I should say that over 
the years, I have been very sympathetic to a joint House- 
Senate intelligence committee. I am not saying we are 
going to recommend that, because that is a prerogative 
of the Congress, not a prerogative of the executive branch. 
But I think there is much merit to that proposal. 


ForMER PRESIDENT Nixon’s Visir TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, were you made aware of former 
President Nixon’s visit to China before and, if so, how? 
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And, also, does that visit have any effect on U.S. foreign 
policy with China and the Soviets? 

Tue Present. The day that President Nixon called 
me and told me that he had been invited as a private citi- 
zen to the People’s Republic of China—I had heard some 
advance notice that day, but I got the specifics on the 
phone call that he made to me in mid-afternoon that 
particular day. 

He is going as a private citizen at the invitation of the 
People’s Republic. I have said before and I will repeat 
here, I have no particular reaction, pro or con, concern- 
ing that private visit. 


U.S. Foreicn Poricy 


Q. If we could talk about détente again, do the state- 
ments made by your opponent and some of the Demo- 
crats and, in particular, Henry Jackson—do they ad- 
versely affect U.S. foreign policy? 


Tue Preswent. I think nitpicking of an American 
foreign policy does not help, although I think our allies 
understand what is going on. They have lived through 
American political campaigns before. All we can do is to 
talk affirmatively and deal straightforwardly with our 
allies as well as our potential adversaries. I think it would 
be better if it was not made a campaign issue, as some 
are making it, but we have a free country, and if they 
want to make it a partisan political issue or a political 
issue, they can do so. But I want the American people to 
know that we have a good foreign policy. We are going 
to keep it up by peace through strength. 

Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: President Ford’s twenty-sixth news conference was held at 
4 p.m. on Friday, February 13, 1976, at the Sheraton Orlando Jet- 


port Inn. It was sponsored by Sigma Delta Chi, the Society of Pro- 
fessional Journalists. 


Orlando, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. February 13, 1976 


First, I want to thank Lou, Skip, Phil, Paula, and I 
want to thank all of you. I can’t express my appreciation 
and gratitude adequately. I have heard rumors to the 
effect that I did not have any volunteers, that we had a 
hard time finding people who were interested in going out 
and working hard on a voluntary basis. I have heard 
rumors that our organizations just did not exist. I never 
believed it in the first place, and this is the best proof right 
here that we have got it. So, let me just say thanks again. 

Now I know this is a hard job. It takes a lot of time 
making phone calls, going door to door, distributing ma- 
terial and all the footwork that you have to do. I have 


done it. In fact, I was thinking as we drove over here, I 
got involved in a Presidential campaign first in 1940 on 
behalf of Wendell Willkie. 

I did on that occasion just what a lot of you are doing. 
And so I know that a little shoe leather and all the other 
things—it does make a difference. And what you are doing 
and what you have done and what you will do will make 
a difference. And I thank you very much for just the fact 
that you are, but even more importantly, the fact that you 
are interested in good government and you are interested 
in good programs, and you are interested in the future of 
that country. 

Now if I might take just a minute. I was also thinking, 
flying down here, back to August 1974. It was a great 
responsibility that fell on my shoulders. We had a trau- 
matic experience in this country. We had to reestablish 
public trust and faith. We had to meet the problems of a 
domestic economy where prices were going up and every- 
thing else was going down—employment, all the other 
industrial problems that we face. 

We had the problem of our allies not being certain 
or positive what kind of job a new President would do— 
and the solidarity of our alliances around the world 
involved the peace and security of this country. It has 
a big impact on the peace and security of the world. 

But ever since August of 1974 I have been very fortu- 
nate. A good many Americans prayed, a good many 
Americans understood the traumatic experiences we have 
had. A lot of fine Americans went to work. 

So, we are coming out of all those sad experiences, we 
are making great headway, whether it is in getting more 
people employed—some 2,100,000 more Americans em- 
ployed today than last March—with the unemployment 
going down and the employment going up. 

We had some great news today. You know inflation 
is an insidious factor in our society. We got a report today 
that the wholesale price index showed no upward move- 
ment at all, so for the last 3 months we have actually 
had a downward trend in wholesale prices. 

This is the kind of news we want to have—a strong 
economy. It will add to the public confidence that is 
returning generally. So, I think we can look down that 
road and say that the path is going to get rosier and rosier 
for 215 million Americans. 

But if we are going to have a strong society and a 
strong economy at home, we have to be strong as we meet 
our challenges abroad, As Lou and Skip and Bill know, 
I have submitted to the Congress the biggest, the best 
defense program this country has ever had. Bill helped 
me get it through the Congress. Then, we can continue 
a policy of peace with strength, which is what has been 
successful as we have reassured our allies, whether they 
were in Western Europe or in the Pacific, and have kept 
our negotiating capability with our adversaries, whether 
they are the Soviet Union or the People’s Republic of 
China. 


Volume 12—Number 8 





si 
n 


Qo] 


i a en .. to Oe 


oS. fees 


— = am, Jj 





ao -_ i ~ 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 195 


So, we are really making headway. But, we have got 
some other problems that I think have to be faced, too. 
We recognize that we have to have government—local, 
State, as well as Federal—but I want to get the govern- 
ment off your backs to the extent that we can and yet 
have the government do the job that it has to do. 

One of the guiding things that has always affected me 
can be summarized in a sentence or two. Some of my staff 
give me a bad time because I use it, but I think it really 
says in a few words what it is all about. I feel it very 
strongly and very deeply, and let me put it this way: We 
should never forget that a government big enough to give 
us everything we want is a government big enough to take 
from us everything we have. 

So, as we move our private sector—that is where the 
jobs are—as we get a handle on inflation, as we meet the 
challenges internationally, I think we can say America 
has a great future, as it has had a great past. The things 
that are going to come, whether it is in science or technol- 
ogy, the things that are going to come through individual 
initiative, the things that are going to be good for the 
young people here will be much better than the things 
we had in my day and age. 

We made a lot of progress, but our kind of government 
stimulates progress, and we have got to keep this govern- 
ment so that we can give to these generations, our chil- 
dren and their children, a good America. 

As I close, let me just say this: We have gone through 
difficulties, we have had some hard decisions to make, we 
have to work extra hard, all of us, and all of you—when 
you come right down to the bottom line, I am proud to 
be an American, and I am proud of America just like 
you are. 

Thank you very, very much. 


note: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m. at the Orlando Jetport. 


Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Ft. Lauderdale International Airport. 
February 13, 1976 


Tue Present. We have had several meetings up in 
Orlando, and it is great to be in Ft. Lauderdale. I have 
been here many times, and I have many friends here, as 
I do elsewhere in Florida. 

We are very optimistic, but it is nice to have such a 
warm welcome and have so many nice people out here 
saying hello and wishing me well. 

Q. What sort of shape do you think the party is in 
here in Florida, the Republican Party? 

Tue Present. I am optimistic about it. I am sure 
it is out-registered, but philosophically, I am certain that 
the Republican Party and its candidates will do well. 


Q. You said recently the candidacy of your opponent 
was divisive to the party. Do you think your visit here will 
alter that or change that? 

Tue Presment. I don’t think it is too divisive. It is a 
good contest. I am running on my record, and I think it 
is a good record, and I think it conforms with the moder- 
ate Republican philosophy that is necessary to win. Any- 
thing to the extreme right of that philosophy can’t win a 
national election. So, I think my philosophy, my record, 
is what is good for the Republican Party, and I think it is 
good for the country as a whole. 

Q. There has been talk that there really is not that 
much difference between yourself and your opponent, 
that you are both basically conservative in your ideology. 
What is the difference, as you see it? 

Tue Preswent. I am a moderate, middle-of-the-road 
Republican. I believe in fiscal responsibility. I believe in a 
strong national defense. I don’t think I should pass judg- 
ment on former Governor Reagan’s record or his 
statement. 

I will run on my record, which I think conforms to 
the middle-of-the-road American viewpoint today, and it 
has proven to be a good record for the country, and I will 
run on that record. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:23 p.m. 


Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at a Briefing on the Budget for Local 


Officials. February 13, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Mayor Shaw, Congressman Louie Frey 
and Congressman Bill Young and Congressman Skip Ba- 
falis, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It is really a great privilege and honor to be here in 
Ft. Lauderdale. I am sorry my good friend, Herb Burke, 
could not join us tonight. Unfortunately, he is laid up 
with a slight bout of the flu, so he is here in spirit if not in 
person. 

Let me say it has been a great day in Florida. It is good 
to be back here in Ft. Lauderdale. I am especially glad to 
have this chance to talk with all of you because in my 27 
years in the Federal Government, it has made me very 
aware of the communications gap that sometimes exists 
between Washington and other parts of the United States. 
Too many Americans have difficulty making their views 
and their wishes known to the people with whom they 
must communicate in Washington. 

This difficulty was probably best summed up in an 
envelope that I received at the White House a few weeks 
ago. It was plaintively addressed, and I quote “To Presi- 
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dent Gerald R. Ford, or Vice President Nelson Rocke- 
feller, or Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, or just plain 
anybody who will listen.” [Laughter] 

Today—or tonight, I should say—I am here to listen 
to your questions about my budget for fiscal year 1977 
and answer them as completely and as totally as I can. 

As citizens of Florida, I think you have a very special 
understanding of what my budget is all about. The story 
of your great State is a story of spectacular growth. No 
one knows better than you the opportunities made possi- 
ble by such growth. At the same time, no one knows bet- 
ter than you the problems that growth can bring. 

Frankly, the story of the Federal budget is the same 
thing. The Federal Government has served Americans 
and made our lives more secure in many, many ways— 
from a strong national defense to social security—but 
unchecked growth, unchecked growth in Federal spend- 
ing poses a threat to our economy and to the very people 
whom the Government is supposed to protect. 

We must keep Federal spending within reasonable 
and affordable limits and, at the same time, it is plain 
foolish to lump good Federal programs along with the 
bad. 


As an example, the general revenue sharing program 
has proved a very effective way to serve the American 
people. As for administrative costs, they are—and this 
is almost unbelievable—they are just one-twelfth of one 
cent of every dollar that is handled. That is an amazingly 
good record. 


The Federal revenue sharing administrative person- 
nel that will disburse this year approximately $6 billion 
totals 100 people. That is an amazingly good record in 
the handling of that much money going back to the 
States and to local units of government. 


Revenue sharing combines the efficiency of the Fed- 
eral revenue system with on-the-spot judgments of local 
government. And as you can see from the charts on my 
right, Florida will have received $900 million in general 
revenue sharing funds under the current program end- 
ing December 31, 1976. 


This money has gone directly, with a minimum of red- 
tape, to the State Government, to your county and city 
governments. That money has helped to hold down local 
and State taxes. It has helped to fight crime. It has 
helped to educate children. 

If this money were cut out, the inevitable result would 
be higher local taxes or reduced services or both. Revenue 
sharing is an excellent example of a commonsense way 
that the Federal Government can help people in all 50 
States. That is the sort of strength that I would like to 
draw on, and that is why I have proposed extending, 
as well as increasing general revenue sharing payments 
to State and local units of government. 


As you can see, under my budget proposal, Florida will 
receive almost $1,250 million from 1977 to 1982. Bring- 


ing it closer to home, over that period Broward County 
would receive over $15 million, and the city of Ft. 
Lauderdale would receive $12 million. That is almost 
50 percent more revenue sharing money than they will 
have gotten under the 4-year program ending this calen- 
dar year. 

In my budget, I also have proposed tax incentives to 
spur capital investment in areas of high unemployment. 
I want to encourage industry to build new facilities to 
create lasting jobs. Such investment will help to build a 
broader, more diversified economic base in high unem- 
ployment areas like your own. 

We are already on the right track. The rate of inflation 
has been cut almost in half, and nearly all the jobs lost 
during the recession have been recovered. 

Let me tell you of some good news on the inflation 
front that was released this morning by the Department 
of Labor. The wholesale price index, of course, has a 
substantial impact on the consumer price index. The fig- 
ures released this morning show that the wholesale price 
index had no increase whatsoever. The report for this 
month followed the one of last month, which showed a 
1.6 percent reduction in the wholesale price index, and 
the month previous, it showed no increase whatsoever. 
So, for a 3-month span or one quarter of one year, we 
have had a net reduction in the wholesale price index. 

To stay on the right track, I would like—and would 
insist, as a matter of fact—to hold down the cost of living. 
And we can hold down the cost of living by holding down 
the cost of government. I want to foster a climate of 
sensible economic growth where jobs will be created by 
the demands of our economy, and this budget represents 
my view of what the Government can do and should do. 

When I speak of millions or billions of dollars, I see 
more than a number of zeros. I see those figures in terms 
of people and in terms of what this money which comes 
from the people can actually do for the people. We must 
very carefully control and husband Federal spending, 
but we must do this by eliminating Federal programs 
that don’t work and improving those Federal programs 
that do work. 

We just can’t dump them wholesale in the laps of local 
government and say, “Okay, fellows, you find the tax 
money to pay for it.” With a realistic and very responsible 
approach, we can provide a new balance between govern- 
ment and the individual citizen, a new balance between 
State and local communities and the Federal Govern- 
ment, a new balance between those who pay taxes and 
those who benefit from them. 

My budget is a commitment to constructive action. 
I want to achieve a better, brighter life for all Americans, 
the sort of life that brought so many Americans to your 
State of Florida. 

Now I will be glad to answer your questions. 

Q. What we are concerned with is the time-frame of 
the revenue sharing. We couldn’t agree more with the 


Volume 12—Number 8 





Srp eneeo 


wo 


ity 
dst 
ill 
to 
to 
n- 


mn 
st 


Tk ae 3 


o - O. & BR @ 


~~” & 


—_ 


er oR Re © AM 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 197 


set-aside, but I understand that it is stalled in a Govern- 
ment Operations-subcommittee in the Congress. What 
can we do to get going? When we heard Mr. Mill’s speech 
at the National League of Cities last November, he was 
quite pessimistic about passage of general revenue shar- 
ing. What are the odds for action? 

THe Preswent. I think you raised a very, in fact, 
fundamental question. The present law expires. Decem- 
ber 31, 1976. Last July, I urged the Congress in a special 
message to the Congress to act on the legislation last 
year. We have been working with the House and Senate 
committees, trying to get them to hold the hearings and 
to report the bill and to get action on the floor of the 
House, as well as the Senate. 

There has been, I think, unfortunate, unconscionable 
delay. If we all join together, we—in the executive branch 
and in the Federal Government, and you in the local, 
as well as Governors in the State level—can get Con- 
gress off of dead center. 

But they are not moving, so it is going to take some 
concerted action. I have asked Vice President Nelson 
Rockefeller to head up a tax group in the Federal Govern- 
ment to work with Governors and local officials to put 
pressure on the Congress. 

It is a proven program. All they have to do is simply 
extend the date from December 31, 1976 to 1982. I 
think we are making some headway. But, believe me, 
if all of you in the State of Florida would join with your 
friends around the country and join with us, we can get 
the Congress to move. But, time is essential. 

Oh, I know they say we have got lots of time; it does 
not end until December 31. Now, I don’t know what the 
circumstances are in Florida, but I was talking to some 
mayors from Ohio the other day, and under their State 
law they have to have their budget for the next calendar 
year in writing by July 1 of this year. So, if they don’t 
have a general revenue sharing law on the statute books, 
they can’t include that proposed revenue for the next 
calendar year. And so what they are faced with is, if 
Congress sits on its haunches and does not move, they 
either have to cut services or they have to raise taxes, 
and I don’t think that is fair to mayors and to Governors 
across the country. : 

So, twist a few arms and get them moving, because 
this program has worked and it ought to go for another 
5Y% years. 

Q. Mr. President, many of us in local government are 
concerned about the impact that the Federal budget may 
have on health and social welfare programs at the local 
level. Could you please tell us about your proposals to 
the Congress? 

Tue Presment. At the present time, the Federal Gov- 
ernment provides something slightly under $10 billion 
in various health programs throughout the country. It is 
provided through 15 different categorical grant programs, 


which means there are 15 different agencies or sub-agen- 
cies that have a piece of the action, and the net result is 
you have a very heavy administrative burden and cost. 
And the net result is the recipients of that Federal money 
for health does not get well delivered. 

So, we have recommended what we call block grant 
health delivery services, so that the money will go from 
the Federal Government to the State government with 
a pass-through for a proportion of the amount to local 
units of government. We think this will simplify it. It 
will provide a far better delivery system to the beneficiaries 
or the recipients, and we no longer would require, under 
my proposal, any matching funds. And we have recom- 
mended $10 billion, which is slightly more than in the 
current fiscal year, and we propose another $500 million 
for the following fiscal year. 

Now, I think this illustrates why the current categorical 
grant programs don’t work. This is what I call a mess 
chart. Now, what it shows is—I was wrong, instead of 
15 categorical grant programs, there are 27—but that 
shows how the money goes from each subdivision of 
several Departments and eventually gets down to the poor 
recipients. 

The administrative cost is unconscionable. What we 
want to do is to give a block grant to the State of Florida 
with a pass-through to the local units of government, so 
that the people down at the bottom who we are trying 
to help will get better delivery of what Uncle Sam wants 
to do for them in the way of health programs. 

You know, that kind of looks like one of the computer 
things that I don’t understand, and, frankly, I don’t 
understand that either, except I know it doesn’t work. 
[Laughter] 

Q. I think that is the reason for my concern. 

Tue Preswent. Let me give you an illustration of 2 
years ago, we got through the Congress a consolidation 
of urban renewal and all those programs. There were 
seven of them. They compressed them into one, a com- 
munity development program. 

Previously, when they had the categorical grant pro- 
grams, they had 2,300 Federal employees handling it. 
Now, if my memory serves—is correct, they have less than 
300, and the cities get far better service. You have more 
flexibility. You get the same money. In fact, in the com- 
munity development program for the next fiscal year, I 
recommended $440 million more, so you will not only be 
held harmless, you might do better. But we can do that 
with less overhead, fewer employees, and far better coop- 
peration with all of you at the local level. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I think that is the rea- 
son for my concern. 

Tue Presipent. Thank you. We are going to try to 
remedy that. Help us. 

Q. Mr. President, my question is people say you were 
taken by the Russians at Vladivostok. What is your opinion 
of that agreement? 
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Tue Presipent. Anyone who says that does not know 
what he is talking about. What we did at Vladivostok was 
to get a cap on strategic nuclear launches, 2,400 for us 
and 2,400 for the Soviet Union. And, incidentally, we 
have less than 2,400, so we can go up. So we got them to 
come down, and it gave us flexibility to go up. But we put 
a cap for a tentative period to 1985. 

We also got an agreement for equivalency in what we 
call MIRV’s—for 1,320. Here we were ahead, but not 
up to 1,320. But they were behind, but their program 
would put them significantly over 1,320. So we have got- 
ten a cap on their growth of their program, and it puts 
equivalent MIRVing capability for them as well as for us. 
This is a good agreement. It provides for equivalency. It 
provides for a cap so that neither country has to spend 
more money than what is authorized for strategic nuclear 
arms. 

It gives both of us adequate deterrence because nobody 
is going to use all that power. It would be foolhardy, and 
anyone who says that is a bad agreement just doesn’t know 
what he is talking about. I happen to think it is better to 
keep your powder dry than to have your pistol out and 
launch an all-out nuclear holocaust. 

Q. Mr. President, first off I would like to take this 
opportunity to commend you and thank you for vetoing 
the common situs picketing bill and, secondly, then, I 
have a question concerning the revenue sharing, which is 
really two questions. 

In talks with our Congressman, U.S. Representative 
Paul Rogers, and with our U.S. Senators, Mr. Chiles and 
Mr. Stone, previously they have indicated to me some 
concern, of course, whether or not they can vote for reen- 
actment of revenue sharing. They base this concern on 
two facets which I would like you to comment on. 

The first is that they feel that most definitely there is 
perhaps a tremendous discrepancy in how the funds are 
disbursed and whether these are equitable to various parts 
of the country. It was shown to me by Congressman 
Rogers that Palm Beach County and, particularly, my 
city—we have very, very small proportions given to us. 

So I am asking whether there is anything that is going 
to be done to make more equitable distribution of funds 
and, secondly—and I am sure I am going to draw some 
wrath from some of my comrades here—I have had a 
hard time accepting that in good conscience we can come 
before the Federal Government and ask for the reenact- 
ment of revenue sharing when we are facing, I assume, 
what is a $65 billion deficit. 


I certainly think the program is one of the best. It cer- 
tainly deserves reenactment. But I wonder if it is, like, 
last on the priority list—whether we have a right to come 
forward and ask to increase the Federal deficit. 

THE Presipent. Let me answer the first question 
initially. In 1971 and 1972, when general revenue shar- 
ing was drafted and enacted, the Governors, the mayors 
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and the county officials got together and agreed on a 
formula, and that was mandatory. Otherwise, there would 
not have been sufficient unanimity to get support for the 
legislation. But the representatives of the 50 Governors, 
representatives of the mayors and the county officials got 
together with Members of Congress on the respective 
committees and actually worked out a formula. 

I know that there were somé inequities, and I had some 
trouble with some of my local constituents back home 
when one city got a certain amount and the next city got 
a different amount. But this is a very complicated formula 
that has three basic ingredients: One, it depends on popu- 
lation; two, it cranks in a factor related to the number 
of disadvantaged; and, three, it has a factor of tax effort. 
And you take those three factors and factor it into a single 
formula, and that is how the funds are distributed. 

Now, the cities—those who are disadvantaged—do get 
a slightly higher amount. Those communities that have a 
higher local tax effort get a little higher amount and, ob- 
viously, those that are large get a significantly higher 
amount, depending on the population. 

Now the question is raised, should they change the for- 
mula? I suspect that if we tinkered with the formula so 
that your community would get more and the one next 
door would get less, Paul Rogers would have as many 
problems with the people that got less as he would with 
you. I know a little bit about how you have to handle 
those problems. [Laughter] 

So the best general view is that this formula, having 
been worked out by the three people, or three groups I 
mentioned, is the best possible one we could get. And if 
you start tinkering with it, you will probably only help 
those people who don’t want the program anyhow. That is 
what will happen, and time is running out. 

Now, to turn to your second question. Yes, the Federal 
Government has a deficit of $70 billion this year. It is too 


- high. On the other hand, if my budget is enacted by the 


Congress, we will have a deficit of about $41 billion in the 
next fiscal year, which is roughly half of the present one, 
and we will have a balanced budget in 3 years. 

What I am saying is the revenue sharing legislation is a 
534-year package. If we do what I have recommended in 
the budget for fiscal 1977 and the succeeding years, even 
with general revenue sharing we can have a balanced 
budget in 3 years. And the prospects are we could have 
one in the succeeding year, which would give us an oppor- 
tunity for another Federal tax reduction when we get to 
that balanced budget position. 

So it is a combination of getting a program that gives 
certainty to State and local units of government—and, as 
you said, it is one of the best, if not the best program the 
Federal Government had—and at the same time grad- 
ually restrain the growth in our Federal spending and have 
our revenues increase, as they do, as our economy 
improves. 
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Q. Mr. President, I am concerned about job opportu- 
nities for Americans. I notice in the recent issue of U.S. 
World, there are 8.7 percent of Americans out of work. Do 
you have any view in your particular budget whereby we 
can put Americans back to work? 

THE Present. Let me give you the figures, as I 
understand them, from the Department of Labor. In De- 
cember, we had unemployent of 8.3. In the figures for 
January, they dropped to 7.8. That is a half a percent drop 
which resulted in 800,000 more people being gainfully 
employed. Now, 7.8 unemployment is still far too high, but 
the trend is in the right direction. Unemployment is going 
down. Employment is going up. 

I believe that the best way for us to solve the unemploy- 
ment problem is to give an incentive to the private sector. 
Five out of six jobs in this country are in the private sector, 
and what we should do is to get the private sector moving 
to employment, and the slack in unemployment will be 
overcome. I am confident with the trend that is going at 
the present time, with the incentives we have for the pri- 
vate sector, you are going to see unemployment continu- 
ously going down. 

Now in the meantime, I think the Federal Government 
has an obligation to carry on responsible programs, such 
as the highway program, and we are going to spend more 
money on the highway program in the next fiscal year 
than we have in this current fiscal year or the previous 
fiscal year. 

At the same time, I have recommended an increase in 
spending for public works projects, the ongoing projects, 
the ones that are not quick fixes but the ones that have 
been well thought out and have been available for con- 
struction for some time. 

At the same time, I have increased the water treatment 
and sewage programs as far as the Federal Government, 
so we will spend more money in fiscal year 1977 for these 
kinds of construction projects. In fact, it is 60 percent 
more than the current year, 90-some percent more than a 
year ago. So whether it is highways or public works or wa- 
ter and sewage treatment plants, the Federal Government 
ought to do those things that build America, and we are. 

Now, there are some other programs. You are familiar, 
I trust, with the Comprehensive Employment and Train- 
ing Act—CETA. I have recommended full funding for 
that program for the next fiscal year, and we are full fund- 
ing it this year. We hope to phase it out as the economy 
gets better, but in this current economic problem, I think 
we ought to continue CETA. It is not the best program, 
but it is a stopgap on temporary basis. 

I have recommended for next summer, this coming 
summer, the full funding for the Summer Youth Program. 
That I think is a good stopgap during this period when 
we need to help youth in this country, particularly minor- 
ity youth, in summer employment. So you have to have 
a combination. But the prime emphasis should be on the 
private sector with tax incentives, improving the economy, 


good public works projects plus the CETA program plus 
unemployment insurance for those who want a job but, 
unfortunately, can’t get one. 

Q. Mr. President, you recently vetoed the $6.2 billion 
public works program. 

Tue Preswent. I did it this morning. 

Q. If the Congress does not override the veto—and this 
is a program that greatly affects the construction industry 
in our area—as you know, we have a tremendous amount 
of unemployment in that area—if they don’t override that 
veto, how would you feel about transferring the approxi- 
mately $6.2 billion in CETA which you just alluded to 
into a public works program of the same, or similar to 
the nature of the one that was vetoed? 

Tue Present. I don’t think there is the flexibility 
under the law for CETA to transfer it from CETA to a 
public works program. 

Q. Perhaps I should rephrase that—not transfer it, but 
stop CETA, which only has another 18 months to go, 
and move that money into the public works program. 

THE Present. Let me tell you what the basic prob- 
lem is with that $6.2 billion so-called jobs program. In 
the first place, the Federal expense for the jobs in that 
project is $25,000 for every job. It is an abnormally high 
cost. What it would do would be to add $6.2 billion to 
the Federal deficit, because it is a program over and above 
the budget recommendations that I made. And if you 
add that much more in a deficit, you undoubtedly are 
helping to reignite inflation forces, whether it is wholesale 
or consumer price index. 

As I was saying to the gentleman that spoke just before 
you, we have the biggest public works—EPA and Bureau 
of Reclamation and Army Corps of Engineers and the 
Highway Program—that we have had for the last 3 years, 
to my knowledge. I think those projects and those pro- 
grams that are already on the drawing board or in the 
process of construction are a better way than some pro- 
grams or projects that are pulled out of a hat at a high cost 
of $25,000 a job. I just don’t think it makes sense. 

Now, let me tell you what we have, or what I said 
in the veto message today. There is a proposal in the 
Congress to add roughly $600 million or $700 million to 
the present community development program, which 
would add to the funds of those cities that had high 
unemployment, which would give those cities that had 
high unemployment added money to undertake local 
construction projects. 

I think if my veto is sustained, I could support that 
kind of an alternative. It is a quicker way. It is a better 
way, and it is $5 billion-plus less money. So I think it is a 
better choice. 

Q. Mr. President, my question is, in view of the increase 
in revenue sharing at the local level, what is going to 
happen in the direct funded programs in the area of 
education from the Federal Government? In other words, 
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what are we going to have to give up in order to get 
some other money under revenue sharing? 

THE PrEsiwENT. You are not going to have to give up 
anything. As a matter of fact, in the budget—and here 
is a copy of it—I have added $150 million to the primary 
and secondary education funding program. But I want 
to add this. I could show you a mess chart for education 
programs just like this one from the Federal Government. 
It would have 15 programs, and it would be just as big a 
mess as this one is. 

Now, I have recommended that we take primary and 
secondary education, that we take vocational education, 
that we take aid for the handicapped and library pro- 
grams which total roughly $3,300 million, add $150 mil- 
lion to it and have a block grant program. I think that is 
a far better way of getting Federal money from Washing- 
ton to Gainesville or Tallahassee—to your community— 
so that you have flexibility in the decisionmaking process 
as to where and how you want to put that money. Now, 
we would require that 75 percent of that total money 
would go to the disadvantaged under the definition, but 
it would do away with 15 programs and have one 
program. 

Q. So the money will come to the States and then to 
the local government as part of the revenue sharing, and 
then the school district will get their portion of it? 

Tue Preswent. That would be an automatic pass- 
through, and it would give you the flexibility to make 
your decisions at your local school board level. 


Q. President Ford, I was down here the last time the 
Government grant was given out, and to my surprise, the 
grant that was given out I really didn’t understand. It 
looked like so many people who needed to be helped— 
they had no help at all. I am not seeking help for myself, 
but lots of organizations were fully able and had papers 
and everything for their organization to receive some of 
that Government grant, but they did not receive any at 
all. It was very embarrassing, the whole thing. It looked 
like everything was cut and dried before the meeting 
started. 

Tue PresipEnT. I am not sure, sir, that I understand 
the question. Is there an appeal being made on behalf 
of 





Q. Quite a few of us made an appeal because they 
would not listen to them at the meeting. They just walked 
out. 


THE Present. What particular program were they 
referring to? 

Q. Some of the manpower and different other orga- 
nizations that were on the agenda for grants. But they did 
not receive it. 


Tue Preswent. If you would be so kind as to put 
some of these questions in writing, we could look them 
up specifically and find out why this organization or that 


organization did not get the grant. And we would be glad 
to respond and communicate with you, sir. 

Q. I will be very happy to. I communicate with Sen- 
ator Burke each time he comes down here. 

Tue Preswent. I will talk to Congressman Burke 
and find out. 


Q. Mr. President, I would like you to give me a general 
observation of the Federal revenue sharing as allotted to 
migrant education and for migrant workers and for work- 
ers throughout the United States. 


Tue Present. The general revenue sharing is not 
earmarked for any particular program in a State or in a 
local community, a county or a city. There are some broad 
guidelines—I think there are six broad guidelines given— 
that are supposed to be followed by the local or State 
government. But there is no definite allocation when the 
money goes to Ft. Lauderdale or Broward County or to 
the State of Florida. 


There are other programs, however, that are aimed at 
helping the educational problems related to migrant 
workers, but they are not included within the general 
revenue sharing program. 


Q. Is that good? 

Tue Presment. I think the concept of the general 
revenue sharing is to help a local or State unit of govern- 
ment meet its financial problems and for the decision- 
making at the local level. But at the same time, the Federal 
Government does recognize that the migrant worker edu- 
cation problem is a serious one, so there are certain pro- 
grams that focus in directly on that. But I don’t think you 
ought to write into the general revenue sharing, specifics 
as to how the money ought to be spent or it is not general 
revenue sharing. 


Q. I spoke of that in general, simply because I think 
there is a diminishing of funds in that area when it comes 
to migrant education programs and farmworkers. 

Tue Present. In the education block grant pro- 
gram that I talked about a minute ago—which is differ- 
ent from general revenue sharing—there would be money 
to help the migrant labor education problem, including 
money for bilingual education, et cetera. So there would 
be money either in block grants or categorical grants for 
that specific problem. 

Q. Mr. President, I have a general question here, sir. 
Your Federal budget for this year shows in excess of a $75 
billion deficit. Your projected 1977 budget, which you 
are promoting tonight, shows in excess a $55 billion 
deficit. 

THE Preswent. Let me correct you. It is $43 billion. 

Q. That is counting the cuts in the trust fund. The 
operational fund shows in excess of $55.5 billion deficit. It 
also shows a total budget deficit at the end of fiscal 1977 
of over $700 billion, $719 billion. 

THE Present. Of what? 
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Q. That is what your projected Federal deficit is at the 
close of fiscal 1977. 

THE Present. No, you are talking not about the 
deficit, sir. You are talking about the Federal debt. 

Q. Debt, yes. That is what I meant, sir. You also show 
personal income taxes increasing by $23 billion, the 
largest single jump in the last decade. Looking at these 
pages, 56 and 57, we see a trend that is steadily and in- 
creasingly downhill, and I just don’t see how our Federal 
Government is going to turn that around into a balanced 
budget in 3 years with these kinds of statistics. 

Tue Preswent. If you will take a look at the full 
budget—I have the budget in brief there—you will see 
that for the current fiscal year there will be a $73 billion 
deficit. Next year we are forecasting a $43 billion deficit. 
I think the next year it is $19 billion, if my memory is cor- 
rect, and the next year it is balanced. 

Now, these are figures that are put together by the 
experts who make the projections based on the statistics 
that they spend their lifetime studying. Now, there is one 
factor that we can’t crank into this—what the Congress is 
going to do. 

Let me put in this way: In the bills that I have vetoed, 
which the Congress has sustained, we have saved $7.5 bil- 
lion, which is not a bad plus. On the other hand, there are 
some bills that I vetoed that the Congress overrode that 
added to the deficit. So, on the assumptions that we have 
made, with all the computers and the experts, the figures 
are accurate and I will stand by them. 

Q. Mr. President, we are vitally concerned with the 
private property rights that are being taken away from 
individual citizens by our Federal Government, by our 
State government. We have been informed that there are 
probably over 600 bills in the Congress and the Senate 
and the different legislatures around the country that fur- 
ther limit the rights of private property without compen- 
sation, and this goes all the way back to the rights given us 
by our Constitution. 

We are vitally concerned with these bills that are being 
proposed, being enacted. I am sure you are familiar with 
some that are being proposed by Senator Proxmire. We 
are also concerned about our business. We feel that a lot of 
the small business peoples’ rights are being taken away 
from us. For example, we understand that HUD is 
training approximately 60,000 people per year—are these 
figures correct?—to operate Government-subsidized build- 
ing around the country. 

Now, I would like your thoughts on these trends, how 
you can help us, and what your program is in connection 
with these matters. 

Tue Preswent. In reference to the first point, I assume 
you are talking about the proposals for Federal land use 
legislation, is that correct? 

Q. That is correct. 

THE PresivenT. I am opposed to it, period. I think the 
State and local units of government can make better deci- 


sions as to land use in the State of Florida than the Federal 
Government can. 

On the second question, I am dumbfounded by the 
statistics that you quote. I am certain they are not accu- 
rate. I can tell you why, because the Department of HUD 
actually will have slightly fewer employees, if my memory 
is correct, in fiscal year 1977 than they have in fiscal year 
1976, so it is not possible to have any kind of a mass 
increase in Federal employment for the purposes that you 
stipulated. 

As a matter of fact, what we are trying to do not only in 
the Defense Department, but in other Departments is to 
contract out to private industry some of these maintenance 
contracts on housing facilities, on Federal installations, 
which is just the reverse of what I think you were talking 
about. 

I can assure you that it is not possible for that kind of an 
increase in Federal employment, for one reason. I became 
President August 1974, and within 2 weeks after I was 
President, I issued an order that there should be a 40,000- 
person cutback in Federal employment. 

I am glad to report that at the end of the fiscal year, 
as a result of the pressure, we had about 50,000 fewer 
Federal employees. And we have not increased the total 
Federal employment in the fiscal 1977 budget, so it is 
just not possible to have the kind of situation develop 
that you describe. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. I am glad to hear that, 
because we were greatly disturbed. A recent speaker 
brought this out to us. He said out of these 60,000 people 
there was not one realtor, so I am very happy to hear 
that because we love our profession and we love private 
enterprise and we know you are going to help us. Thank 
you. 

Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you are aware there is 
a large percentage of middle-class America that wished 
we would maybe call a constitutional convention and 
change our form of government, maybe keep the Defense 
Department, the President—I am not too sure about the 
Supreme Court—the Justice Department and a few other 
necessities, and have everybody else in Washington turn 
out the lights and shut the doors and go home. And we 
won’t have to send our $6 billion to Washington and have 
some bureaucrat collect one-twelfth of one percent of it. 
That is the feeling we have in the United States today, 
Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. I am not sure that that would work 
too well in some cases. The Federal Government does a 
great deal of good in the National Institutes of Health— 
in research on heart, cancer, and arthritis. The Federal 


‘Government does a lot of research on energy for solar 


energy, for geothermal energy, for nuclear energy. 

I just don’t think the State of Florida or your com- 
munity could handle that kind of problem. I respect your 
point of view, if that is your point of view, but I just don’t 
think it will work. 
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What we have to do is have the Federal Government 
run a good tight Defense Department, carry on the other 
legitimate areas, and work with the States and local units 
of government. But if you are suggesting that we do away 
with the National Institutes of Health or some of those 
very essential programs, I respectfully disagree with you. 

Q. Mr. President, I am proud of my profession, and 
we are proud to have a lawyer as President of the United 
States. We have been talking about revenue sharing, and 
I want to mention something about revenue raising for 
South Florida. 

As you well know, the price and availability of gasoline 
seems to be very critical to our economy in South Florida. 
I would like to know, sir, what steps your Administration 
is taking to prevent an increase in the price of gasoline to 
the American consumer, and what is your opinion as to 
whether or not there will be an increase in the near future? 

Tue Preswwent. We had a very substantial increase 
in the cost of gasoline and fuel oil following the Egyptian- 
Syrian-Israeli war in October of 1973, because of the oil 
embargo and the increase in price. Unfortunately, we 
are now importing from OPEC nations 40 percent of our 
domesiic oil consumption—40 percent. It has gone up 
from 33 percent in the last 3 years. 

They control the price. We don’t control the price. That 
is why we have to have an energy program to stimulate 
domestic production and, in the meantime, we have to 
have conservation. But an interesting thing—if I could 
take just a minute—since 1972, our domestic oil and gas 
production has gone down every year. Today we are buy- 
ing from overseas sources 40 percent of the oil that we use 
in this country, and it is going up every day. And we 
don’t control that price. 

Now, what we have done—it was not precisely the way 
I recommended it—but in a compromise, the Congress 
and I agreed on an energy program, and I signed it into 
law in December of last year. What it does is, more or less, 
stabilize the price of gasoline and fuel oil for the first year. 
As a matter of fact, it might even dip a cent, and I under- 
stand in most areas of the country, it has dropped about a 
cent as far as gasoline in the last several weeks. But, any- 
how, it is supposed to stabilize. 

But then, in order to stimulate domestic production, 
we use our oil and not Arab oil, so you are going to have 
some slight increases. You can’t expect people to go out 
and drill wells if they are not going to, at least, get their 
money back. And if they are going to get their money 
back, they have to have some incentive. Now I know some 
people criticize that, but I would rather have that money 
go for jobs in America than for jobs over in the Middle 
East and the Arab countries. 

Now, I think the Congress and I have agreed to a bill 
that will be helpful over a period of 40 months, will con- 
serve more and produce more. In the meantime, we have 
got to deregulate natural gas. In the meantime, we have 


got to accelerate our research and development on solar, 
geothermal, and other exotic fuels, because if we don’t, 
we are going to become more and more vulnerable to 
foreign oil sources. 

I think we can keep the lid on for a year on gasoline 
prices, but it will probably increase slightly over the next 
5 years, simply because we are buying 40 percent of our 


_ oil from Arab nations and they control the price, we don’t. 


If we want the oil, we have to pay the price. The better 
way is to get our oil out of the ground and use it and keep 
the jobs here. 

Q. Mr. President, during the last Federal census, our 
city fell just under the 50,000 mark in population, which 
did not entitle us to some of the Federal funds that are 
available for cities of 50,000 and over. In order to stimu- 
late our economy, it has been desirous within the city 
to take a census ourselves that we could present to the 
Federal Government and prove that we have now reached 
the 50,000 level in order to get some of the funding that 
is not now available to us to stimulate our economy and 
create new jobs. And I just would like to know what you 
would think of an interim type of census? 


Tue Preswent. Isn’t there a provision that if you 
have an authorized interim census and the figures are 
verified and accepted that you can go from one category 
to another? 


Q. We have not been successful. 


THe Preswent. It is my impression that it is permis- 
sible. If it is not, it ought to be because there are unique 
situations. Certainly, in a State like Florida or Arizona or, 
maybe, California, where you have had great growth in a 
10-year span, if there is not such an opportunity, you are 
penalized unfairly. So if there is not such permission avail- 
able, it darn well ought to be. 


Q. Mr. President, there is a great concern in South 
Florida concerning the Panama Canal Treaty. I would 
like to know your position on that, sir. 


Tue Preswent. Five Presidents and many adminis- 
trations have been negotiating the situation since 1964, 
when they had the unfortunate killings of about 26 Pan- 
amanians and about 10 Americans. Now those negotia- 
tions are very complicated. They are deadlocked. I can 
assure you that I will not do anything that will jeopardize 
the defense of the Canal or the operations of the Canal. 
I can’t tell you whether there will be an agreement or 
not. I can simply tell you how I feel about it, and I will 
reiterate, that the defense and the operations of the Canal 
are mandatory from our point of view. 

Q. Mr. President, I have two questions. Question num- 
ber one, is the United States or your particular Admin- 
istration going to stand fast by what Moynihan has—in 
the U.N.—has spoken out in a strong attitude for the 
nations around the world to start to respect us a little 
bit? 
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Tue Preswenrt. I selected Pat Moynihan. He was my 
appointee, and I selected him because he wrote an article 
in a magazine—I think it is called Commentary—where 
he said precisely what we ought to do. It appealed to me. 
I appointed him. He did exactly as he said he would and 
as I wanted him to, and I regret very much that he has 
resigned because he is a first class U.N. Ambassador. But 
I sent him up there and he carried out my policy. Now 
the man that will succeed him will do exactly the same 
thing. 

Q. In other words, you are saying whoever goes there 
next will be echoing, basically, what Moynihan has been 
doing, speaking out as an American should speak out? 

THE PRESENT. He certainly will. I am not sure he will 
be as flamboyant as Pat, but the substance will be pre- 
cisely the same. And I reiterate, I put Pat in there and he 
carried out my policy, and the next one will do exactly the 
same thing. So don’t worry. 

Q. My second question, Mr. President. You mentioned 
the fact we have no control because of the Arab prices 
on the Arab oil. We do have something that could be 
a control if we were to use it, on the domestic level, and 
that is food—wheat. Why are we, at this time, not using 
this commodity? Unfortunately, we shouldn’t say, “Well, 
the people should not eat over there.” I am not saying 
that. However, at the same time, they are saying to us 
they are going to charge us for this fuel which our people 
need in this country for heat, for energy, right down the 
line. 

You made the comment to deregulate the natural gas. 
Many communities will not be affected by the deregula- 
tion of natural gas. Some of us who have natural gas sys- 
tems will be affected, because the price will go up. So, 
therefore, we are going to have to raise those prices to our 
consumers. So why can’t we use the food in the stockpile, 
keeping the jobs here in this country, and until they bring 
down the price of oil, we hold back the wheat? 

THE PresivenT. Let me make a comment, first. If you 
are in a community that is getting natural gas, that natural 
gas—and everyone I am personally familiar with, and I 
am familiar with quite a few—is on a contract with a 
producer, and that contract usually runs for a significant 
period of time at a fixed price. So you are not going to 
have your natural gas price increased, because it is under 
a fixed price with a producer today. But the ones that 
want new gas, they either have to buy fuel that comes from 
the Middle East or they can buy a cleaner fuel in the 
United States under deregulation. 

Now, one other comment on the main question you 
asked. If we could just trade 25 million metric tons of food 
for the oil of the Arabs, that would be fine, but there are 
not that many Arabs that want to eat that much food. 
[Laughter] 

Q. But they sure can’t eat what oil they got either, Mr. 
President. 


THE Present. There just are not that many that 
want that, so you can’t do it on a one-for-one basis. I am 
all for using our food, which our farmers produce in such 
quantities. And we are very lucky, because if we did not 
have the American farmer producing that food, we would 
have a horrendous adverse balance of payments with the 
oil we buy from the Arab nations. Now we ought to use 
our food for two purposes: number one, for humanitarian 
purposes and, number two, we ought to use it for the ex- 
ecution or the supplementing of our own national security 
policies. And we are doing both of it, and we are going to 
continue doing it. 

Q. Mr. President, it is nice to see you, sir, in South 
Florida. We talked 2 weeks ago Monday in the White 
House. I thank you for the time you gave us in the White 
House for the benefit of the counties and _ local 
government. 

Sir, I asked you then the question about social security 
and the cap. Would you please tell the audience here in 
South Florida there is no cap on social security for me, 
please, sir? 

Tue Presiwent. In the budget I have recommended 
for fiscal 1977, there is no cap on the cost of living in- 
creases on social security. Whatever the formula provides, 
there will be an increase under the law for all beneficiaries 
of social security. I recommend it, and I strongly favor it. 

Q. Mr. President, would you believe me, sir, if I told 
you we here in South Florida see a Ford in our future? 

THE Preswent. Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, this year—with a deficit budget—I 
would like to know how you feel about a national health 
insurance plan and, if one is passed, how it would be 
funded? 

Tue Present. I did not recommend a Government- 
sponsored national health insurance program. I did not for 
two reasons. 

Number one, I don’t think that a National Government- 
sponsored health insurance program has worked very well 
as far as the patient is concerned in any country where it 
has been tried, and that is particularly true in Great Brit- 
ain and several other countries. So I don’t think it is the 
best way to improve health care. 

Number two, it would be very expensive, and I don’t 
think we could afford it. But the principal reason I am 
opposed to it is that it has not worked, and I don’t think 
it will work. Secondly, the cost would be substantial, and 
the Federal budget could not afford it at the present time. 

Now, we have recommended under Medicare two 
things: One, that as far as Federal payments to hospitals 
and doctors, nursing homes—there should be a 7 percent 
increase in price or cost for hospitals and nursing homes 
and a 4 percent increase for doctor bill payments by the 
Federal Government to the categories. 


Now, at the same time, I have seen enough—I have 
seen a sufficient number of tragedies involving cata- 
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strophic illnesses, and I suspect everybody in this room 
knows a family or knows a person who has had an ex- 
tended illness, and if they had any resources, they were 
gone as they were bedridden with horrendous costs— 
hospital, nursing home and doctors for an extended period 
of time. 

I think it is the greatest tragedy. As a matter of fact, 
there are about 3 million of those people who are today 
under Medicare—3 million out of 24 million. I have rec- 
ommended that the Federal Government institute a pro- 
gram to take care of catastrophic illnesses and how would 
it be done. 

It would be done by saying that no patient would pay 
more than $500 a year for hospital or nursing home care 
or no more than $250 a year in doctor bills. That is a 
national ceiling and after that, Medicare would take care 
of the total cost. The individual under Medicare would 
make his payments as he is doing it today. I think it is the 
right thing to do. It takes care of a critical, crucial prob- 
lem that I have seen—some real tragedies all over the 
country. 

Q. I would like to ask two questions. The first is, hous- 
ing, as we all know, is the biggest problem or at least it is 
one of the biggest problems facing the majority of the 
citizens in this country. And we made a national commit- 
ment to provide a decent home for every American citizen, 
and I think we have made efforts along that line in 
forums such as the 235 program, which was very unsuc- 
cessful for various reasons, the 236 program and various 
other programs, section 8 which we have now. 

Sir, I would like to ask you whether or not we could 
not perhaps apply a little bit of a commonsense approach 
toward the solution of some of these problems. For ex- 
ample, if we would simply extend the length of a mort- 
gage that the average citizen would receive to 40 years, 
this in itself would make homeownership possible for a 
great number of people who otherwise would not have 
the benefit. 

Another thing that I think is very obvious—at least in 
this area where we have a tremendous amount of houses, 
apartments, condominiums available with no takers—if 
we could take the section 8 program in this area, for ex- 
ample, and apply it to some of these existing newly con- 
structed buildings, which as I understand are not eligible 
under the present regulations, this in itself would create 
housing for a lot of people in this area. 

Tue Presment. You are very familiar with the vari- 
ous programs we have had—235, 236, section 8, public 
housing, the whole thing. There are more than that, but 
those are the better known ones. Most of them really have 
not worked too well, some of them less well than others. 

I think section 8, if given a fair chance—it being the 
newest one—will be the best approach. It is only actually 
less than a year old, as I recollect. The regulations under 
the new Secretary of HUD were out about a year ago, 


and I think we ought to give it a chance. Now whether it 
could be redesigned to meet the kind of particular prob- 
lem you are talking of, I would have to talk to Secretary 
Carla Hills. I would hesitate to give you a quick, off-the- 
cuff answer. 

Q. That was the purpose of my asking the question. I 
would hope that you would. 

Tue Present. If we can get your name and address, 
I will find out from her why it is not done and, if she has 
a good reason, okay. If she does not, we will do it. 

Q. It sounds good. 

Tue Presivent. I have to talk to her first. She is 
tough. [Laughter] 

Q. We know that, but she is good. 

Tue Presment. She is a good, outstanding member 
of the Cabinet. 

Q. Secondly, sir, you are probably aware that the 
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce and the people 
of South Florida are in a process now of preparing a 
celebration for our Nation’s birthday, which we plan to 
celebrate during the month of July, the whole month of 
July. Elaborate plans are being made presently to have 
this celebration covered nationwide. I understand all 
three major networks will cover this, and we look for- 
ward to having a wonderful celebration in this area. 


Even though I have not been authorized by anyone to 
do this, I just can’t resist the opportunity to extend to you, 
sir, on behalf of the Greater Miami Chamber of Com- 
merce and the people of South Florida, an invitation to 
participate with us—if your schedule permits you—in this 
celebration during the month of July, and I am sure that 
we would be delighted if you would accept. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much. I am grateful. 
Let me assure you that if the situation is such that I can 
do it, I would be delighted to come down to Florida to 
visit all of you who are celebrating that great circum- 
stance, our 200th birthday. We will look into that. You 
give me your name and address and we will answer the 
one question and we will try to—— 

Q. You know our former President Sidney Levine. I 
will tell him, and he will get in touch with you. 

THe Preswent. Okay. There is a _ promoter. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, we want to thank you tonight: for 
taking the time out to come down and visit with us and, 
as the concluding question, I would like to know what can 
be done about the reports that are being leaked, for 
instance, the CIA reports. 

Tue Presment. Let me preface a direct response. I 
think it is completely wrong, what has happened with 
some people trying to destroy the CIA and our intelligence 
community. The intelligence community is vitally impor- 
tant in wartime, but it is equally important in peacetime. 
It is the best insurance policy we have that we won’t get 
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caught napping. So we have to keep it strong, and I will 
resist to the utmost any dismantling of it, believe me. 

Now, the leaks that have come out of highly classified 
information—secret, top secret information—is uncon- 
scionable. If I had a quick way I could find out who does 
the leaking, I would do whatever I could the next day. 
But, they are skillful. Leakers have a devastating impact 
on good government, and I personally have offered to the 
Speaker of the House the full forces of the executive 
branch to try and find out who leaked that latest report. 
After all, it is a Congressional report that was leaked. 

So it is not something that I have jurisdiction over or 
the executive branch has jurisdiction over. If the Speaker 
will ask us to do anything within the law, we will do it to 
try and find out the person that I think has damaged our 
national security. 

Thank you all very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. in the Commodore Ball- 
room at the Bahia Mar Hotel. 


Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. February 14, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Joel, Lou, and all the distin- 
guished public officials, all of you wonderful youngsters 
and oldsters, and everybody else: 

We get the combination of energy from these young 
people, real experience and enthusiasm from all the rest 
of you—-we just have to win. We are bound to win. 

We have had, as Joel said and as Lou indicated, a 
wonderful reception from the time we landed in Orlando. 
And this group here is another indication—despite what 
some of the skeptics have said—that we not only have 
the numbers but we have the talent, we have the enthu- 
siasm. Our organization is good and we are going to win 
with them. 

The nicest thing for a candidate to have—and I think 
Lou and the others would agree with me—is to find 
when the chips are down, when the going, in the minds of 
some, is at least rough, that all of your old friends from a 
good many years back or some of your new acquaintances 
or some of the neighbors that you lived next to or people 
you went to school with or were associated with in busi- 
ness, come to help. And as I walked through this wonder- 
ful crowd this morning, I must admit, 50 people fitted into 
one category or another that were friends of the past or 
newly made acquaintances. 

This is what makes a candidate feel good, because 
of their feeling of closeness, their feeling of knowledge 


about whether you are good or bad. And I want to thank 
not only all those old friends, but to thank all of you who 
have done so much and are so important in this crucial 
campaign. 

Let me just take a minute to talk about what has hap- 
pened in the last 18 months. About 18 months ago, the 
burden fell on me to become President of the United 
States under very difficult circumstances. I think we have 
made a tremendous amount of progress. We have re- 
stored the public faith in the responsibilities of the Oval 
Office. 

But as I look back in the month of August of 1974, we 
were suffering as a Nation from inflation of over 12 per- 
cent. We were on the brink of a very serious economic re- 
cession. Our allies abroad had some fear and apprehen- 
sion as to whether or not a new President could rally the 
American people and contribute to the growing and 
essential strength of our alliances abroad. 

Instead of panicking, we took a firm, steady, realistic, 
commonsense course of action. The net result is we made 
tremendous progress. And we are not coming up with any 
quick fixes that look good on paper, but burn up about as 
quickly as it possibly could. 

So here we are in February of 1976, roughly 18 months 
after those circumstances faced us squarely in our eye. I 
would like to add a little extrgagomment. I know from the 
mountains of mail that I have received and Betty has re- 
ceived over this 18 months, we have had the prayers of 
young people and old people. We have had the prayers of 
the American people, and that has been extremely help- 
ful to us. And we thank all of those who were kind enough 
and thoughtful enough under those circumstances. 

But here we are in February of 1976, and the skies, 
all of a sudden, seem to be opening up and brightening 
considerably and they are that way because we have done 
the right thing. We are coming out of the recession. Em- 
ployment is going up. Since March of last year we have 
added 2,100,000 more jobs. We regained 96 percent of the 
jobs lost during the recession. The unemployment trend 
is down and it is going down. 

We had some encouraging news just yesterday in two 
respects. One, the wholesale price index, which is the 
basis of the consumer price index—if you get that under 
control, you have a great big handle on trying to cut back 
the cost of living for the consumer—for the month of 
January there was no increase in the wholesale price in- 
dex. The month before there was a !.6 drop. The month 


' before, it was zero, so we are really doing something ef- 


fective in the wholesale price index. And that will have a 
beneficial impact for young and old and people in every 
one of our 50 States. 

But to create jobs we have to have our economy really 
moving. And, again yesterday, we got some excellent 
news—that industrial production was up again. 
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So as we look across the domestic spectrum, I find a 
great reason for encouragement, even more so than I tried 
to say during the State of the Union Message about a 
month ago. But it does not do us much good to get things 
straightened out and problems corrected at home unless 
we are sure that our national security is in the right 
direction. 

I said last week, and I reiterate it here—the policy of 
this Administration is one of peace through strength. I 
submitted in January the largest defense budget, I think, 
in the history of the United States—$112.7 billion. This 
is the first real step to make certain that we have not only 
the capability to deter war, but the capability to make cer- 
tain that our security is secure. 

More importantly, we are making the right kind of 
headway because we are strong in our reestablishment of 
our alliances abroad. I have had some excellent personal 
contacts with the heads of government in Britain, in 
France, and West Germany and other Western European 
countries. Today, the NATO alliance is in the best shape 
it has been since its inception. 

It is important that we keep a strong partner and many 
friendships in the Pacific. Our relations with Japan today 
are the best they have ever been. That is a bulwark of 
strength in that vast ocean area. 

At the same time, we can look with great pride in what 
has been accomplished im the Middle East. We have 
moved forward to a just and permanent peace in the 
Middle East. Why? Because the Israelis trusted us and the 
Egyptians trusted us. And it is the trust they have in us 
which convinced them they could move toward a settle- 
ment of some of their differences. This is the result of 
America being strong and America being trusted. 

But we do face some adversaries around. We face the 
People’s Republic of China. It is important that we con- 
tinue the negotiations and the open relations that we have 
with them. We recognize that their ideology, their political 
philosophy, is totally different from ours, but you can’t 
ignore 800 million people. And we will deal with them 


in a way that we benefit and in a way that is good for the 


world as a whole. 

We face the problem of dealing with the Soviet Union. 
Let me say one thing categorically. I am a good Yankee 
trader and we are not going to get out-traded in dealing 
with the Soviet Union. 

I think it is important, as we negotiate with the old 
traditions of American Yankee traders, to recognize that 
if we can put a cap on the nuclear arms race and push 
back the vast expenditures for more and more and more 
nuclear arms, it is in the best interest of all of us. We will 
keep our powder dry, but we are going to be darn sure 
that that agreement comes about. It is in our interest and 
in the interest of world peace as a whole. 

I don’t think it is in the best interest for us to do two 
things: One, to increase the proliferation of nuclear arms 
all over the world. And I don’t think it is in the best 


— 
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interest of the world to deal in this area with your finger 
on the trigger. I think it is better to be strong and keep 
your powder dry. 

Now let me close with just one final comment. I reiter- 
ate my appreciation for your all being here. I know how 
hard you worked and I know how much of an impact you 


- have had. You have about a month to go. What we do in 


the weeks ahead, the days before us, is vitally important. 
The reception we have received here in Florida has been 
tremendous and I am deeply grateful, but campaigns are 
won, and this kind of a campaign will be won, by what 
all of you do and the policies that we pursue. 

We are going to try, as we move ahead in the policy 
decisions of this Administration, to have just a kind of a 
balance. I want a balance between the taxpayer on the 
one hand and the recipient of Federal assistance on the 
other. I want a balance between the private sector and 
the government sector. I want a balance between the 
Federal Government and the State government and local 
units of government. It is vitally important that we have 
that balance. I want to free the individual from as much 
government control as possible. 

I will make one statement that sort of puts all of my 
philosophy in a very simple fashion. I say it often because 
I believe it. Some of you may have heard it, but it wraps 
it all up. A government big enough to give us everything 
we want is a government big enough to take from us 
everything we have. 

We want that balance. We want honest government. 
We want strong government. We want fair government. 

And let me conclude with this final comment—as we 
move ahead, as we are moving ahead, I get prouder and 
prouder of the fact that I am an American, and I get 
prouder and prouder of America. I know you do, too. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 a.m. at the Bahia Mar Hotel. 


St. Petersburg, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
St. Petersburg—Clearwater International Airport. 
February 14, 1976 


Tue Present. How are you all this morning? It has 
been a great day so far, not only yesterday but so far this 
morning, and I am looking forward to a real fine time on 
this trip to Florida. And we hope to come back. 

Q. When you said anything to the right of your philos- 
ophy cannot win in Florida, are you speaking specifically 
of the philosophy of Ronald Reagan and Ronald Reagan 
in particular? 

Tue Presmwent. I have said that anyone further to 
the right than my philosophy, on a nationwide basis, can’t 
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win the general election. I think it is important for that 
philosophy, which is middle-of-the-road philosophy, is the 
right philosophy for the United States. And anyone on 
the right or on the left of my philosophy just can’t win 
because most Americans believe in a moderate middle- 
of-the-road philosophy. 

Q. Would you put Ronald Reagan in that category? 

THE PresivenT. I will let the American people make 
that decision. I am not going to. 

Q. How do you plan to alter your campaign strategy 
to have at least a confident victory or feeling of victory in 
Florida? 

Tue Present. I have been tremendously encour- 
aged by the fine turnouts I have received in Orlando, in 
Ft. Lauderdale, and elsewhere. And the one here this 
morning, which was supposed to be a closed reception, is 
tremendous. 

So, I think we have got the initiative, we have the right 
programs, we have some great leadership in Lou Frey 
and Bill Young and Skip Bafalis and all of the others. 

Q. But have you got the votes for it? 

THe Preswent. I think the votes will turn up on 
March 9. 

Q. Are you planning to step up your Florida campaign, 
sir? 

Tue Preswenrt. I think we had a pretty busy day 
yesterday, as well as today, and as I said, we are most 
likely to come back again. I have to emphasize—because 
it is very important—that my principal responsibility is to 
be President of the United States, and that takes a good 
bit of time. We will find a way to come down and see 
our friends and encourage our workers and to give recog- 
nition to our leaders. 

Q. There has been an interpretation of your campaign, 
sir, as being one of giving a picture of a President at work 
rather than a campaigner for the Presidency. Is this an 
accurate reflection? 

Tue Preswent. I| think my principal job is to work 
at the responsibilities of being President. On the other 
hand, I think it is equally important, with the time that is 
available, to come out and see the people and let the 
people know from me personally what my philosophy is 
and what my programs are. So we will try to mesh the two. 

Q. Two years ago, when you were Vice President, you 
defended President Nixon then, and it was only a few 
months before he resigned. Isn’t that association with 
President Nixon going to hurt you in this campaign, and 
isn’t it hurting you already? 

Tue Presment. I don’t see that that association has 
been harmful, not at all. 

It is really nice to see you all, and thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. 


St. Petersburg, Florida 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Senior Citizens 
at Williams Park. February 14, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Bill Young, a very dear 
friend of mine. I am most grateful for that really warm 
welcome and very, very kind words. Congressman Lou 
Frey, Congressman Skip Bafalis, Mayor Schuh, Senator 
Ware, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

Happy Valentine. I hope you have many, many, many 
more happy Valentines. 

In 1952 Winston Churchill, then a mere 77 years old, 
had been called into the service of a country for a second 
term as Prime Minister of Great Britain. Smiling impishly, 
he told the British House of Commons, and I quote, 
“Everyone has his day, and some days last longer than 
others.” 

I am happy to be here today with so many people who 
are enjoying a long and sunny day in the sunshine city of 
St. Petersburg in the Sunshine State of Florida. 

The careers of Winston Churchill and others who rose 
to prominence in their later years, reminds us all, if we 
need to be reminded, that advancing years need not mean 
a retreat from an active, eventful, and enjoyable life, and 
all of you represent the best of that. 

Nor should advancing years be the certain bearer of 
poor health, meager income, or social isolation. The 
ancient philosophers taught us that the measure of civili- 
zation’s advancement can be found in the treatment of its 
elderly. 

For more than 40 years, through the vehicle of social 
security and other programs, America has made a firm 
commitment of support for older citizens of our society. 

I pledge to you this morning that I will continue to 
uphold that commitment. In recent years, there has been 
dramatic progress in our efforts to meet the continuing 
needs of America’s older generation. But I want to do 
better, and with your help and with the help of the 
Congress, I will, and I am sure we will. 

As President, I intend to do everything in my power 
to help our Nation demonstrate its deep concern for 
the dignity and the well-being of our older generations. 
For those who need our help we have already a number of 
Federal programs providing assistance in a variety of 
ways. 

The social security program, the largest of its kind 
in this world, will pay almost $83 billion to more than 
32 million Americans in fiscal year 1977. That is more 
than a $10 billion increase over the current year. 

Here in Florida the Social Security Trust Fund will 
pay an estimated $4,400 million to participants in the 
next fiscal year. In my budget for fiscal year 1977, I am 
recommending that the full cost of living increase in 
social security benefits be paid during the coming year. 
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Now let me assure you of one thing very emphatically. 
My Administration fully intends to preserve the integrity 
and the solvency of the social security system for your 
benefit and that of all working Americans, men and 
women, now as well as in the future. 

I think that is good news, but now let’s have some 
bad news. 

This year it is projected that the Social Security Trust 
Fund will run a deficit of about $3 billion. Next year, 
unless my reforms are adopted, we will run a deficit of 
$3.5 billion. If this trend continues, there will be no 
social security for old or young. As long as I am President, 
we are going to keep social security protection and every 
other retirement program strong, sound, and certain. And 
we will do it. 

Yesterday, the Department of Labor announced that 
wholesale prices were unchanged in January. In fact, 
wholesale prices have shown no appreciable change since 
October of last year. This is more good news in our fight 
against inflation, and we are going to keep the pressure on. 

In addition to the social security program, we are con- 
tinuing our strong commitment to benefit programs for 
more than 3 million railroad, military, and Federal Gov- 
ernment employees. Of course, that means we will do the 
same job for the veterans who live here and live elsewhere 
in 49 other States. 

After many, many years of sacrifice and hard work, you 
have contributed to America, you have earned the re- 
spect, and you have earned more than the prospect of 
poverty in your retirement years. 

In my budget, the supplemental security income pro- 
gram, or SSI, will pay almost $6 billion in Federal bene- 
fits to more than 5 million disabled and disadvantaged 
older Americans in 1977—170,000 of them right here in 
Florida. 

Let’s be frank. There have been some problems with 
this program, as you probably know, because the SSI re- 
placed a great number of federally assisted State pro- 
grams and inevitably there was some confusion in the 
process. 

We have already begun to take extensive steps to cor- 
rect these problems, and we will make sure that if any 
American qualifies for these benefits, he or she will get 
them, period. 

Those who don’t qualify won’t be taking money that 
you should have. In the field of health care, the Federal 
Medicare program in 1976 will provide more than $17 
billion for the health care of 24 million older and disabled 
Americans, about 1,400,000 right here in the great State 
of Florida. 

But there are flaws in this program, which actually help 
raise the cost of your medical care and which fail to pro- 
tect you adequately against the economic burdens of pro- 
longed illness. 
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I have proposed major improvements in the Medicare 
program to make it serve you better. One of the most im- 
portant improvements is the creation of a system of health 
insurance that would pay all but a very small fraction of 
the catastrophic cost of complex or extended care and 
treatment. 

I don’t have to tell you that medical treatment is very, 
very expensive today. Hospital costs have risen by more 
than 200 percent since 1965, to an average cost of $128 
per day. If you have to stay in a hospital or a nursing 
home or under doctor’s care for a very, very long time, 
it puts an incredible strain on your lifetime savings and 
on your peace of mind. And that strain is felt by your 
loved ones as well. 

All of us know of cases in which someone in the family 
or a close friend or a member of your church has been 
stricken with an illness than lingers on and on and on. We 
know of the pain and of the heartache associated with a 
prolonged illness. We know that being sick and bedridden 
for a long, long time is bad enough without having a per- 
son’s income and life savings dwindle away as the medical 
bills keep piling up. This must not continue, and it won't, 
with my program. 

Let me put it this way. There is no reason that older 
Americans should have to go broke just to get well or stay 
well in the United States of America. Under my proposal 
the individuals’ contribution would go up slightly, but 
consider what the increase would provide. 

Nobody eligible for Medicare would have to pay more 
than $500 a year for hospital or nursing home care. And 
this does not mean that you pay the first $500 of your total 
cost. You would pay only 10 percent of the total cost, or 
$500, whichever is less. And the maximum annual cost to 
you for covered doctor’s services would be $250, or 20 
percent, whichever is less. Medicare would pay the rest, 
whether it costs $1,000 or $10,000 or $50,000. It is a good 
program, and we are going to make it. 

If the Congress passes my program, the ruinous eco- 
nomic burden of catastrophic illness is one thing you will 
never have to worry about again. Another of my pro- 
grams would consolidate 16 Federal health programs, in- 
cluding Medicare, into a single $10 billion block grant 
program to the States. 

If we can consolidate these programs, we can make 
them more humane and more effective. We can im- 
prove the services that they provide to you and millions 
like you, and we can get those services to more people 
who really, really need them. 

Programs of this kind, despite some abuses, do a 
tremendous amount of good. For some of our neighbors, 
they provide the means for life itself. They provide the 
food, the services, the health care, without which some 
people would not be able to enjoy this beautiful sunshine 
today in St. Petersburg and in Florida. 
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It is all too easy to say that the Federal Government 
is too big, that this program and that program ought to 
be cut out of the Federal budget, tossed back to the States 
to cope with, if their taxpayers will permit it. It is not 
that simple, and you know it and I know it. 

I am concerned, as you are, about the growth of the 
Federal budget. I have been fighting to hold down the 
Federal budget in a responsible way for 27 years, 25-plus 
years in the Congress, a few months as Vice President, 
and approximately 18 months as your President. 

You all know how hard I have been trying for the last 
18 months to get control of the inflation which has done 
so much economic damage to all Americans. During 
1974, when. I became President, inflation was raging at 
an annual rate of more than 12 percent, eating away at 
everybody’s buying power but absolutely devouring the 
livelihood of people on fixed incomes. 

I knew that something had to be done to bring that 
situation under control. I knew that deficit spending by 
the Federal Goverrment was a major contributor to 
inflation and that slowing the growth of Federal spending 
was essential to solving the problem. 

I have used my constitutional power, that of veto, 46 
times since becoming President, trying to hold down the 
level of Federal spending, trying to break the back of infla- 
tion. To hold down the cost of living, we must hold down 
the cost of government. It is just that simple. We made 
some very encouraging progress with these vetoes, saving 
the taxpayers about $10 billion. The inflation rate that 
was 12 percent has been cut nearly in half. 

That is not good enough. That is progress, real progress 
that helps especially people on fixed incomes more than 
anybody else in our society, Just yesterday the Department 
of Labor announced the wholesale prices stayed level in 
January. In fact, wholesale prices have shown no appre- 
ciable change since October. 

I want to drive that point home. This is more good 
news in our fight against inflation, and we are going to 
keep the pressure on, and we are going to be successful. 

You probably heard that we had some other good eco- 
nomic news just about a week ago. Employment [Unem- 
ployment] in January took its sharpest drop in 16 years. 
Ninety-six percent of all jobs lost during the depression 
have been recovered. 

America is getting back to work, and we are going to 
make better and better and better progress in reducing 
unemployment. But there is so much more that we have 
to do. I want all Americans, young or old, black or white, 
rich or poor, to live in dignity and security and in peace. 

If we can continue making the progress America has 
made in the past, we will see that wonderful goal achieved. 
Too often people forget just how far and how fast we 
have come as a nation. We have our problems, and we 
are not afraid to admit them. 


Honesty in this situation is essential, but I think it is 
time people stop running down America. I think it is 
time we remember how richly blessed this Nation is. You, 
or many of you, in this audience have seen much of 
America’s phenomenal progress with your own eyes. In 
the space of your lifetime, man has taken himself from 
the horse and buggy and explored the far reaches of space. 

Diseases which were once crippling and killing millions 
of Americans have now been conquered. America’s pop- 
ulation has more than doubled since 1910. Life expect- 
ancy, which in 1910 was only 50 years, is today more 
than 71 years. 

The gross national product, the index of our total pro- 
duction, is now seven times greater than it was in 1910. 
To put it another way, the strength and growth of the 
American economy provides the average American living 
today with 31% times more in goods and services than 
Americans enjoyed in 1910. No other generation of Amer- 
icans has achieved such growth, and all of us thank you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

In 1910, some 156,000 young people graduated from 
America’s high schools. Last year’s college graduates 
totaled 944,000. That is another indication of the progress 
we are making in this great country. 

In 1910 there was no regularly scheduled radio broad- 
casting in the United States. Nobody had ever heard of 
television—maybe a few very outstanding scientists. To- 
day, we are living in an age of instant and global com- 
munications. These examples—and there are many, many, 
many more—serve to remind us of how much has 
changed, of how much progress there has been in health, 
wealth, education, communication, law, and in every 
other aspect of life in our great country. 

The fact is that you, your generation, has been the 
greatest pioneer of progress and change in the entire his- 
tory of the human race. 

But some things thankfully have not changed at all. We 
are still a people in America with love of freedom, and 
after 200 years that love is undiminished. We are still a 
nation dedicated to progress and peace in the world. We 
are still a nation of compassion. We are still, as Lincoln 
called us a century ago, “The last, best hope of earth.” 


The United States is a great country, the greatest in the 
world. You helped to make it that way, and this Nation 
will never, never, never forget your contribution, past, 
present, or future. 

We will never forget the lesson which President Eisen- 
hower taught us from the wisdom of his years. “America 
is not good because it is great”—the President said— 
“America is great because it is good.” 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:00 a.m. 
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St. Petersburg, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. February 14, 1976 


Thank you very much, Bill, and Lou Frey, and Skip 
Bafalis and all of the others who have done so much, But 
before I say a few other words, I want to wish you a very, 
very Happy Valentine’s Day. 

I met a young lady over here who is 97 years old, and 
I hope she has many, many more Happy Valentines. 


As I look at this tremendous group here, I cannot help 
but be unbelievably encouraged. You are the phone 
callers, you are the door knockers, you are the people that 
do all the hard work, and there is no way I can express my 
appreciation any better than to try to do the best job I 
can as President of the United States. 

You won’t believe it, but the first Presidential campaign 
where I was a worker like you was back in 1940 when I 
was trying to help elect Wendell Willkie. And I have 
helped every other Republican candidate for the Presi- 
dency since then. And I appreciate what you are doing for 
me on this occasion. 

Let me take about five minutes to say a very few 
words about the problems we have had and what we are 
trying to do to solve them. I spoke over in Williams Park 
and talked about some of the particular problems that 
affect our older Americans. I will talk a bit about that, 
but I want to look at the picture a little broader here, if 
I might, because we are all one country. And the young 
people, as well as middle-aged people and older people 
all have the same great love, the same dedication, the 
same desire that they can say—every one of us can say— 
that we are proud to be an American and proud of 
America. 

If you will go back about 18 months, this country was 
having serious problems. And all of us have prayed a good 
many times that the problems we have had for the last 18 
months could be solved, and I think our prayers are being 
answered. 

I honestly believe that the American people today have 
a restoration of faith in the system and in the people, 
and that is vitally important. 

Number two, 18 months ago we were faced with the 
worst inflation this country had had in 100 years, over 
12 percent, and we were just on the brink of an economic 
recession which was the worst one since the Great Depres- 
sion in the 1930s. 

At the same time, many of our allies on a worldwide 
basis were apprehensive and concerned whether the 
United States, having gone through a traumatic period, 
was going to have the same resolve, have the same strength 
that was needed as we faced our challenges to achieve 
and maintain peace. 


But because our system of government worked, because 
there was enough resolution and strength in the American 
people, we are now on the brink of, I think, great success. 

First, inflation is still too high, but it is half of what 
it was 18 months ago, and it is going to get lower and 
lower. 

Last January, February, and March, the unemploy- 
ment was going up, the number of people with jobs was 
going down, but we have turned it around by solid, 
commonsense, practical approaches to the problem. And 
just last week we got the biggest drop in 1 month of 
unemployment for 16 years and we added 800 (800,000) 
more people gainfully employed in 1 month. And since 
March of last year we have increased employment by 
2,100,000—that is progress. 

But we have got to do better and we will do better, 
and wherever we find a problem domestically, I can assure 
you that we are going to meet it head on, we are going 
to be practical, we are not going to fool you with any 
quick fixes. That does not work and it destroys confidence 
in government. We are going to be honest, frank, candid, 
and we will make this system work the way it should. 

Now, let me talk for just a minute about our national 
security. Bill and Lou and Skip, who I served with in the 
Congress, know of not only my experience in dealing 
with the Department of Defense, but my dedication that 
the United States of America shall be second to none in 
national security. 

The budget that I sent up in January for the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marines was $112.7 billion. It 
gives us the capability of maintaining the peace through 
strength, and that is what we want. It will, and the fact 
that we are strong has reassured our allies whether they 
are in Western Europe or in the Pacific. It also has given 
us the strength that makes constructive headway in the 
resolution of those terribly difficult and controversial prob- 
lems in the Middle East. 

Just last year, when it looked like the Middle East 
might blow up again with the consequences of an oil 
embargo and possibly a much larger war, we were able— 
because the Israelis have confidence in us and the Egypt- 
ians have confidence in us—they got together and made 
a step forward in trying to resolve those serious, terrible 
problems in the Middle East. But they knew we were 
strong, they knew we could be helpful. And we were the 
coalescing force that brought those two countries together. 

Now we have some adversaries around the world, We 
are making headway, slowly, in trying to open up relations 
on a broader basis with 800 million people on the main- 
land of Asia, with the People’s Republic. 

It is important to deal strongly, fairly with them, but the 
problem that is raised by many concerns our relations 
with the Soviet Union. Let me just be very frank and 
honest. My reputation in Congress and otherwise has 
been of a tough Yankee trader. Those Yankee traders did 
pretty well back a good many years ago. And we are 
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going to be strong, we are going to be able to deal from 
strength, and I think what we do will be in the best 
interests of the United States. 

Now let me just talk about a question that has been 
raised by some people. At the present time, our Govern- 
ment is spending literally billions of dollars to make sure 
that we have enough nuclear capability to deter war and 
to protect our national security. 

The Soviet Union is spending as much, if not more. 
If we can put a cap on the arms race, I think that is in 
the best interest of this country. We are going to make 
sure and positive that it is a fair agreement. And your 
President is going to be a tough Yankee trader when he 
sits down, if he does, in trying to negotiate any such agree- 
ment. 

You have my total, complete commitment that what 
I do, whether we get an agreement or don’t, it will be in 
the best interest of the United States. 

Now we are going to keep our powder dry. We are not 
going to be trigger happy. I think we can negotiate from 
strength. We can build our alliances from strength. We 
can do the things that are necessary to make everybody as- 
sured in this country that we are safe. 

If we keep our heads, keep our powder dry, keep cool, 
we cannot only do what is right for America at home, but 
we Can maintain peace through strength throughout the 
world. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:04 p.m. at the Bayfront Center. 


Bay Pines, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Veterans 
Administration Center Hospital. February 14, 1976 


Thank you very much, Bill, Mr. Haile, Dr. Burke, all of 
you wonderful people: 


Let me reiterate what Bill Young said—-Happy Valen- 
tine. I hope you have many, many more. 

I have spent a good many hours with Bill Young talk- 
ing about Bay Pines. When I was in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Bill kept telling me about the great need, and 
I was also pushed a little bit by Skip Bafalis and Lou Frey 
and the rest of the Florida delegation. So when I became 
Vice President, the desire on the part of Bill and all of his 
colleagues was even greater and, as a result of their in- 
terest—and to some extent, my effort—we undertook a 
very comprehensive study, not only of this facility but 
seven other veterans hospitals where the need was quite 
obvious. 


_ The report that has been developed over the last months 
is going to be submitted to me officially within the next 


week or so. I have been briefed by not only Bill and the 
others, but with the knowledge that I have had in the 
past, when I was coming to St. Petersburg, I decided that 
rather than to rely on just some words on a piece of paper 
that I wanted to come out and see you and to see the fa- 
cility and lean firsthand what the circumstances are. 

On the way down, I was talking to the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget—you know he con- 
trols all the money—(laughter|—and I said that if I 
found conditions the way I understood them to be, we had 
to get going on Bay Pines. 

It is obvious that there is a tremendous need. You have 
an unbelievably high veterans population in this part of 
Florida. You have, as I understand it, a very high age 
category among veterans. 


So, with the combination of the circumstances plus the 
need to construct a new modern facility, I don’t think you 
are going to be too disappointed with the kind of results 
that you are going to get. 

Let me, if I might, pay tribute to the doctors and the 
directors and the personnel that try to do a first-class job 
for the veterans here. I understand you have about 600 
beds. The new one would be some 900, and you would end 
up with not only this facility modernized, but a new facil- 
ity up to the highest standards. 


But, I know that not only the doctors that you have and 
the personnel that serve you, but the many veterans orga- 
nizations that come out and try to be helpful—the wives, 
the veterans themselves—this is a great aid and assist, I 
know, to all of you who are unfortunately in the hospital. 


But we have a tremendous program that started 2 years 
ago to upgrade the facilities and quality care in VA hos- 
pitals. Last year, in January, when I submitted the budget 
for the VA, I added $404 million to carry out the recom- 
mendations that we had to have more people, we had to 
have more equipment and, in addition, I recommended— 
and we are trying to achieve it—some 7,000 more person- 
nel for the 180 some hospitals under VA jurisdiction. 

But even that program was not enough, and in the 
budget that I submitted in January of this year, we added 
another 1,700 more people to help achieve quality care for 
our veterans in every one of the 180 some VA hospitals. 

What I am really saying is our country owes a tremen- 
dous debt of gratitude to the veterans who have fought for 
freedom and liberty for 215 million Americans. With 
the help of the VFW, the American Legion and the 
AMVETS, and all of the other veterans organizations, 


- and with the help of the people in the executive branch 


of the Government, with the help of the people in the 
Congress, we are going to make certain that quality care 
is given to every veteran who fought for America in our 
military conflicts. 

Good luck and God bless you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:07 p.m. 
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Ft. Myers, Florida 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the Ft. Myers Exhibition Hall. 
February 14, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Skip, Congressman Louis 
Frey, Colonel Lou Antol, Cas Peacock, Reverend Brown- 
ing, ladies and gentlemen: 

Let me say it has been a great, great experience to come 
to Ft. Myers in southwest Florida. Thank you very much. 

Nothing would be more unwise than for me to pass 
judgment on where the largest crowds were. I love every 
one of them and this one I love especially. Thank you 
very much. 

I am especially pleased, also to be here in the second 
home of Thomas Edison. It is clear from the great Pageant 
of Light Celebration today, with the parade I understand 
you are having this evening, that all of Ft. Myers is proud 
of Edison’s very long association with this great com- 
munity. Edison, as all of you know, was a truly remarkable 
man and I can’t help but add this feature. Thomas Edison 
was a friend of a man by the name of Henry Ford. 
[Laughter] I am a Ford from Michigan, but the other 
Fords would never admit I was a relative. [Laughter] 

Well, Edison was a great man. Besides his inventive 
genius, he was also a man of very clear vision. His views 
on hard work are legendary. “There is no substitute for 
hard work,” he once said, and he defines genius as one 
percent inspiration and 99 percent perspiration. 

His views on government were equally forthright. He 
knew the importance of fiscal responsibility in govern- 
ment, of holding taxes down and of keeping private enter- 
prise strong. He was a very perceptive man and he once 
said, “There is far more danger in public than in private 
monopoly, for when government goes into business, it can 
always shift its losses to the taxpayers. Government never 
makes ends meet. And that is the first requisite of 
business.” 

In those very few words, I think Thomas Edison 
summed up much of what has gone wrong in this country. 
Government never makes ends meet. We have had a 
balanced budget—t is hard to believe, but it is ttue—only 
seven times in the last 44 years. It is a terrible record. No 
business could match that record and ever hope to survive, 
much less prosper. 

I think we can turn that dangerous trend around. I 
think we must and I think we will turn it around, because 
if we don’t, if we don’t draw the line right now and make 
ends meet soon, we are going to be in very serious, very 
deep, very considerable trouble. You and I know very well, 
but it looks like it might take another Thomas Edison to 
make the United States Congress—the majority, any- 
how—see the light. 

I have to concede, it won’t be easy. A budget already 
blotted by years of excesses can’t be slimmed down over- 


night, but it can be put on a rather rigorous diet. If the 
Congress can resist the temptation to feed it in between 
meals—I will veto any attempts to do that—we can get it 
down to the right size where it ought to be. 

And the best part of this budget which I submitted to 
the Congress in January is that if we do what I recom- 
mended this year and what I have proposed would follow 
on, we can make our ends meet, and we can have a bal- 
anced budget in 3 years and have another tax decrease. I 
think that makes headway. 

None of you, as I look across this great audience, would 
run a household the way the Federal Government has 
been run in the past. You just could not get away with it. 
You have to balance your budget at home or you are in 
darn serious trouble. 


When government does not make ends meet year after 
year after year, it breeds inflation, and that is real trou- 
ble—and you know it right in your own pocketbooks. You 
know it precisely every time you buy a very simple item like 
a jar of peanut butter and compare the price stamped on it 
with the one jar in your cupboards. Boy, it is obvious—we 
have trouble. And those of you on fixed incomes really 
know when you are giving up not only luxuries, but, unfor- 
tunately, in many cases, necessities. 

I happen to believe, and believe very strongly, we can 
win this battle against inflation. When I took office, as 
Skip Bafalis said, the rate of inflation was over 12 percent 
per year. We have already cut it in half from what it was 
just a year or so ago, and with the support of hard-working 
taxpayers, we can cut it even more in the future. 


Yesterday, we got some good news. The Department of 
Labor announced that wholesale prices were unchanged 
in January. The facts are wholesale prices have shown no 
appreciable gain or change, I should say, since last Octo- 
ber. And if we can lick the battle against wholesale prices, 
it will have a truly beneficial impact on consumer prices— 
the cost of living for all of you. And we are going to keep 
that pressure on. 

In my State of the Union Message, which I delivered to 
the Congress and to the American people, I spoke of the 
need for more commonsense and a better balance between 
government activity and private efforts. Those are not just 
slogans—they are underlying themes and commitments of 
my Administration, and they are necessary ingredients for 
the Nation’s success in its third century of independence. 

Government will do its part, but it is time we face the 
fact that government must stop trying to do everything. 
That won’t work. It never has. I have said it before, some 
of you may have heard it, but it sums up so cogently my 
basic philosophy. I live by this principle, I think it is sound, 
and let me phrase it for you very rapidly. A government 
big enough to give us everything we want is a government 
big enough to take from us everything we have. 

This Federal budget that I proposed for fiscal year 1977 
reflects that truth. It arrests the rapid growth in Federal 
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spending, cutting in half the average annual increase or 
growth rate for the last 10 years. 

It strikes a better balance between those who pay taxes 
on the one hand and those who benefit from Federal 
spending on the other. It proposes tax cuts for individuals 
and tax incentives for business investment and economic 

n. 

It strikes a better balance between our national defense 
requirements and our domestic needs, and makes certain 
that our national defense will continue to be second to 
none, as it must be. 

It strikes a better balance between Federal control and 
State and local authority through such programs as gen- 
eral revenue sharing. Revenue sharing has already 
brought a total of some $2 million to Ft. Myers since 1972, 
and I have proposed for a 534-year extension. Under that 
extension, this amount would be increased to $3.4 million 
for the period between 1977 and 1982. Dade County has 
received $4.3 million since 1972, and I am asking the 
Congress to raise that to $10 million in the new extension 
of the legislation. 

With this fine program, which gives Federal money to 
State and local officials to make local decisions based on 
your needs and wants, I hope we can restore the truly 
Federal system which our forefathers envisioned and es- 
tablished under the Constitution. I don’t want to dis- 
mantle the Federal Government. I want to make it work 
better, more efficiently, more humanely, and far more 
effectively. And we can do it, and we will. 

Before answering your questions, which I really prefer 
to do, let me ask each and every one of you for this: With 
your help, your support, your mandate, and borrowing 
some of Thomas Edison’s fabled determination, I think 
we can make southwest Florida, Ft. Myers, our whole 50 
States, a better and better place in which to live, and 
make us all very, very proud of being Americans and very 
proud of America. 

Thank you very, very much. 

Thank you, that is a great reception, just as warm and 
just as friendly and just as much appreciated as those 
wonderful people out on the route as we came into town. 

Now, the first question. 

Q. I am from Grand Rapids, Michigan. 

THe Presment. I have heard of that place. 
[Laughter] 

Q. You served lunch to me at school 43 or 44 years 
ago. Do you remember me? [Laughter] 

THe PresiwentT. I have to get my glasses on. Those 
lights are bad. 

Q. Oh, you know me, Jerry. [Laughter] Can I shake 
your hand, then I will leave you. Can I? 

Tue Present. Well, have you got a question, first? 

Q. I haven’t got anything. You are doing a good job. 

Tue Preswent. Okay. [Laughter] I am glad to see 
a good Michigander down here enjoying all the benefits 
and blessings of this area. 


Q. Thank you for coming to Ft. Myers, Mr. President. 
The question. Now that Susan has left her position and 
will be joining you in helping in your reelection, do you 
anticipate any other members of the immediate family 
to follow suit, hopefully? 

Tue Presment. Well, Betty is a tremendous asset. 
She could not come down on this trip, but, I am sure if 
and when I think we will come to Florida again, she will 
come on that trip. And Steve is out training horses in 
California, and that is a long way from Florida. Mike is 
up in divinity school in Massachusetts. He was with us in 
New Hampshire and will probably join us the next time. 
Jack has a new job, and he has to go to work so—— 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE Preswent. They are great kids, and I have a 
wonderful wife, and they are a better asset than I am. 

Q. Good afternoon. First, I would like to thank you 
for sending me the autographed picture for Christmas, 
and I have a question. What can you or will you do to 
speed construction of Interstate 75 throughout southwest 
Florida? 

THe PresmeEentT. How fast do you want it done? 
[Laughter] Well, I have talked to your fine Congressman 
and others about it. I happen to be a person that believes 
very strongly that we ought to finish the interstate system 
as quickly as possible, period. 

Now it is my understanding that there is a bill in the 
House and in the Senate—they each have a slightly dif- 
ferent version—one has $12 million extra for the area and 
one has $25 million extra. Somewhere in between $12 
and $25 million will be made available to the State of 
Florida to expedite your interstate system. I would expect 
that that legislation would be through the Congress in a 
relatively short period of time. Unless something happens 
that I don’t foresee, it will be signed by me. It will be 
made available, or the funding will be made available 
to the State, and then the State has to make a decision 
where it wants to allocate that money. 

Now I think with the extra money and a little push from 
you all and a little suggestion from us, maybe we can get 
a good share of it over here in southwest Florida. 

Q. Mr. President, prior to the 1974 elections you indi- 
cated a need for a special 5 percent increase in income 
taxes. The only response you got from the Democratic 
majority was that they used it against you at the election 
time. Just a few weeks ago you announced the necessity 
for an increase of social security taxes and the cost of 
Medicare. Now no doubt the only response you will get 
from the Democrats is that they will use it against you 
again in November elections. 

Now while I agree with you that these increases are a 
necessity, my question from the standpoint of practical 
politics, how do you justify the timing of the tax announce- 
ments? 

THe Preswent. I think that is an excellent question, 
and it is one that ought to be answered. If we make deci- 
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sions about the integrity and certainty of the Social Secu- 
tity Trust Fund on the basis of politics, a person does not 
deserve to be elected President. 

The truth is that everybody knows that in this current 
fiscal year the receipts for taxes for the Social Security 
Trust Fund are $3 billion less than the expenditures. And 
everybody knows that next year there will be $3.5 billion 
more going out of the trust fund than comes in in new 
taxes, and it is going to get progressively worse under 
the present setup. Eventually, if we don’t do something, 
there won’t be any trust fund for the people who are 
already retired and the people who are going to retire. 
Now, I don’t think we ought to play politics with that 
kind of situation, and I don’t intend to. 

Q. Mr. President, first I would like to welcome you to 
Ft. Myers. I would like to know if you have any ideas for 
programs in which to create jobs to alleviate the unem- 
ployment situation. 

Tue Preswent. I have, I think, the best program for 
permanent jobs, for jobs that offer a future. I have a pro- 
gram that is not a quick fix—that is a phony answer. I 
happen to believe because five out of the six jobs in this 
country are in the private sector, that is where we ought to 
try and find more jobs for more people. 

Now, how do we do that? Number one, we have recom- 
mended and we are still pushing for additional tax incen- 
tives. Let me cite one. We believe that with a tax incen- 
tive, business will build a plant more quickly, so in an area 
of high unemployment, my recommendation is to give a 
tax incentive to a company to build a plant to buy equip- 
ment. If they will do it within a relatively short period of 
time, it gives them a more rapid amortization. It is an 
incentive for them to create jobs right now. 

That is the whole philosophy that I think is the right one 
to get our economy moving. Now there are some other 
things that we are doing in this temporary hiatus. For ex- 
ample, I have recommended more expenditures for local 
water and sewage treatment plants than this year and 90 
percent more than last year. This is constructive, beneficial 
local public works. We have more money put in the budget 
for the next fiscal year for highway construction than at 
any time in the history of the United States. We have more 
money in the budget for ongoing, fully justified public 
works program, not quick fix proposals that really don’t do 
much. So between incentives for the private sector and 
responsible public works programs at the local and State 
level, I think we are going to accelerate the increase in job 
opportunities and reduce the unemployment rate. 

Q. Mr. President, the veterans of the State of Florida 
and the United States are quite concerned about the de- 
terioration of the veterans benefits and the closing of the 
veterans hospitals over our country. Now I understand this 
deterioration is happening in Washington, D.C. and we 
are quite concerned about it. And we would like some sort 
of explanation on it as to where we stand and what is going 
to happen. 
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Tue Present. First, let me talk about the situation in 
Florida. I understand you have four VA hospitals here. 
Today, I visited Bay Pines. I went through the hospital 
facility. It is a 600-bed hospital. They are anxious to get a 
supplemental hospital to add 900-plus beds. 

Two years ago, at the suggestion of the Congressman 
from that district and others in the area, I directed that 
we have an immediate study as to the need and necessity 
for rapid construction of the Bay Pines facility. That re- 
port is to be on my desk sometime next week. 

After looking at the facility and seeing the need, I am 
quite sure that the proponents of that facility will not 
be disappointed with my decision, but I do have to look at 
the report. 

But now let’s talk about hospitals generally. I am not 
familiar with any closing of VA hospital facilities. As a 
matter of fact, in the budget for the current fiscal year, 
based on a recommendation of a survey made, I added 
$404 million to get quality care for VA hospitals through- 
out the country and added 7,000 more medical personnel. 
And in the budget right here I added 1,700 more medical 
personnel and $250-some million to continue the increase 
in quality care for the veterans throughout this country. 
We are going to see it. We are going to demand that it be 
done. 

Q. This is most wonderful, and it is quite a different 
story than what we have been hearing. This I really love to 
hear and I certainly appreciate it. I can certainly pass it 
about. We certainly want to welcome you to the fair city 
of Ft. Myers, and we will see you in Washington next 
month. 

THE Preswent. Okay. Nice to see you. 

Q. Mr. President, I am from Norwalk, Connecticut. 
Welcome to God’s country. 

Tue PresmentT. Where—Norwalk or Ft. Myers? 

Q. Ft. Myers. I would like to ask a question. You have 
not been in our State. We would like to have you up there 


soon, when it gets a little warmer—right now it is cold. 


Can I get an answer from you? 

THE Presment. Well, I would like to stay in Ft. 
Myers and southwest Florida for a long time, but it just 
so happens that I have a quite significant job to do as 
being President of the United States. 

Q. You are doing a good job, Mr. President. Nobody 
had the guts to take it, believe me. 

THE PreswenT. Let me be serious for a minute. It is 
vitally important as we meet the problems, both at home 
and abroad, for the President to be on the job as long 
as is required, and it is no 8-hour day, I can assure you. 
But we will do that job, and we will get to Florida and 
we will get to Norwalk, Connecticut, as often as we can. 

Q. Bravo—we expect you. 

Q. Good afternoon, Mr. President. I am from precinct 
79. We would like to know what you are going to do 
about the monopolies in the United States, such as oil 
and gas and food. Our food prices are atrociously high in 
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our area, and we are all concerned about them. We also 
would like to know about the taxes that the middle class 
is paying and why are not some of the other larger income 
people paying taxes, too, sir? . 

Tue Presment. On the first question, since I have 
become President, I have, first, appointed an outstanding 
Attorney General. That man has put added emphasis in 
the Department of Justice on antitrust activities, trying 
to break up monopolies or to eliminate monopolistic prac- 
tices of any company, and this year, again, in this budget, 
he asked me—the Attorney General—for extra antitrust 
personnel and I recommended, as I recall, about 50 extra 
top grade people to help him pursue antitrust monopo- 
listic developments. 

So under the laws we have, you can depend that the 
Department of Justice will do a good job. And I might 
add that last year I recommended that the penalties for 
violation of the antitrust laws be increased. They were 
ridiculously low. They have been substantially increased 
so now that those who perpetrate monopolistic trade prac- 
tices will really be penalized in dollars, as well, if it is crim- 
inal, any criminal penalties as well. 

Now on the question of food prices. It is true that in 
1973, just about the time we had the oil embargo, food 
prices soared. In the meantime, the farmers of this coun- 
try have really turned to, and last year we had an all time 
record of wheat production, an all time record of corn 
production. And the net result is, that instead of the in- 
crease in food prices of 15 to 20 percent in 1973, they 
are down now to an annual rate of about 4 to 5 percent. 
That is still too high. 

But I can tell you that the farmers are producing. Our 
big problem—let’s be frank about it— it is the middleman 
profit. The farmer doesn’t get it and the consumer doesn’t 
get it, and one of the jobs that the Department of Justice 
must do, the Federal Trade Commission must do, and 
others, is to find out why there is such an abnormally 
high differential between what the farmer gets and what 
the consumer pays. And we are going to go after it. 

Q. Mr. President, I have a question to ask you. In the 
interest of stopping inflation and attaining economic sta- 
bility, what would you say is the primary thing that we 
citizens can do to help you attain your all important 
objective of balancing the Federal budget within 3 years? 

THe Preswent. Let me be quite specific. I have 
vetoed 47 (46) bills which, by the latest tabulation, means 
we have spent $10.5 billion less than we would have spent 
because 38 or 39 of them have been sustained. We have a 
new one that I just vetoed yesterday, $6 billion or more— 
extremely inflationary. It will add Federal jobs, if it does, 
at the rate of $25,000 a job. The jobs will come after we 
have come out of the recovery. It is totally unjustified. I 
would hope that you would write your Senators and your 
Congressmen and tell them to vote to sustain that veto. 
That is in the best interest of this country. 


Q. Mr. President, my question is, do you have any 
idea how long the CETA program is going to last? 

THe PresweEnt. The CETA program—amaybe I ought 
to explain what it is. It is the Comprehensive Employment 
and Training Act. It was passed roughly 3 years ago, as 
I recall, maybe 4. What it seeks to do—for the benefit 
of those who don’t know what it is—it provides funds to 
train people who have lost a job, to train them to acquire 
a skill in a new job. In addition, it provides authority for 
what we call the summer youth employment program. 
The regular funding of that program is about $1,600 
million, the nonyouth part. 

I have recommended full funding for that through 
December 31 of this calendar year, and as I recollect, 
about 60 percent funding for the remainder of that fiscal 
year. For the current year, we are spending roughly $440 
million for the summer youth program, and for the fol- 
lowing summer, the summer of 1977, I recommended 
about $410 million for the summer youth program. Now 
that is as far as we can go under the law. I have recom- 
mended that kind of funding for the fiscal year 1977, 
which ends September 30, 1978. But that is, I think, a 
justified program. It really is one of the better programs we 
have in the Federal Government to meet the problems. 

Q. I do want to thank you for CETA because without 
that, I would be without a job. I really appreciate it. 

Tue Preswent. I think it is one of the best programs 
in this area in the Federal Government. 

Q. I would like to know the difference between these 
different bars or associations and the difference between 
unions which continue to raise our prices mandatorily 
through the years. They need an increase, but we need 
a reduction, such as medical malpractice. The insurance 
rates have soared to the extent that the poor doctors can- 
not even operate. What is your opinion on this, sir? 

THe Preswent. Well, let’s take the problem that 
affects doctors, the malpractice insurance that they want to 
have for their protection. The judgments that have been 
granted in court cases have increased rates very substan- 
tially. It is really a State matter, not a Federal matter. 
Some States have moved in—in Michigan it has been 
solved by some cooperation between the medical profes- 
sion and the State. I can’t give you the details except I 
know it has been settled. 

In contrast, we have had a controversy in California 
between the doctors and the State. Apparently, they can’t 
find an answer. Since it is not a Federal matter, I can’t 
give you any specific solution to it. I do think that we, 
in the typical American fashion, are getting some reason- 
ably better settlements between labor and management as 
competition has increased in our economic situation. And 
if we can keep these settlements down and increase pro- 
ductivity, that is the main thing. I don’t think we will 
have an inflationary impact from the wage settlements 
in 1976. 
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Q. Mr. President, we welcome you to Ft. Myers. We 
are rooting for you, and we are also praying for you. 

Tue Preswent. I appreciate both. 

Q. This is not a very nice question, but I think it is 
one that should be asked. What is your opinion, Mr. 
President, of Richard Nixon as President? 

Tue Present. I think the best answer to that will 
come when the historians write the pages of history. 

Q. Mr. President, I was just wondering when you 
played football, what team did you play on? [Laughter] 

Tue PresweNnt. That was so long ago, it was back 
when the ball was round, and I have forgotten. To be 
serious, I played high school football in Grand Rapids— 
South High—and at the University of Michigan after I 
got through South High School. 

Q. Can I shake your hand? 

Tue Present. You sure can. 

Q. Thank you very much for coming to Southwest 
Florida. I was wondering what your ideas about Amtrak 
rail passenger service are? 

THE PRESENT. When I was in the Congress, I voted 
for the Amtrak concept. I think it is important for us, for 
a wide variety of reasons—including saving energy, and in 
certain areas, saving time—to develop or to maintain or 
to expand rail passenger service. 

We certainly need it in what they call the Northeast 
corridor, from Boston to New York to Washington. And 
I am sure there are other equally important areas through- 
out the country. Unfortunately, however, there are some 
cases where the Congress has added—just pure pork bar- 
rels—in adding or requiring Amtrak to run passenger 
service where it cannot, under any circumstance, be 
justified. 

Now, if they keep doing that, it will destroy the basic 
concept, which is sound, for Amtrak. So I just hope we 
show some restraint and good judgment because we need 
a good passenger rail system in certain parts of the coun- 
try. But we can’t afford to run it all over the country and 
strain the taxpayers’ pocketbook. 

Q. Maybe you could have a few words with Amtrak, 
too. Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, I am the one who wrote the letter to 
you. [Laughter] 

THE PreswentT. I can’t remember that exact one. 
[Laughter] Tell me about it. 

Q. I told you how old I was. 

THe Present. You have gotten older since then, 
though. 

Q. I know. 

Q. James Gorman is my name. 

THE Preswent. Yes, I remember. You did tell me that 
you were going to send me something, and it is very nice 
to see it, and I would like to receive it. 

Q. Can I shake your hand? 

THe PreswenT. Sure. 


Q. Mr. President, I was wondering if you had any 
plans to help out the economic systems in the colleges and 
universities across the country? 

Tue Presment. The answer is yes, in this way: I don’t 
think that the Federal Government should put its money 
in the brick and mortar of State and private colleges and 
universities. I think the Federal Government should help 
students go to school. The net result is that, again in this 
budget, I have recommended $1,100 million for what we 
call the basic opportunities grants program so that needy 
and deserving students can go to colleges and universities, 
plus other various programs such as the work study pro- 
gram, the loan guarantee program, and there are two or 
three others. 

I think we ought to, from the Federal level, concentrate 
in making it possible for students to have help to get an 
education. I think it is the responsibility primarily of the 
State to finance the construction and the operation of 
State universities and State schools. 

Q. Do you think there will ever be a woman President? 

THE PresiwentT. Well, maybe you would. Let me say 
this. { think it is perfectly feasible. I don’t think it is going 
to come in the relatively short future, but we have got 
some,very brilliant, outstanding women, and I am certain 
that at some point we will have a lady or woman Presi- 
dent. I better say that or my wife, Betty, would really give 
me a hard time. 

Q. .May I shake your hand? 

Q. \Mr. President, I would like to know if you think 
that we should have better Federal aid going to Amer- 
icans, such as helping orphanages and needy people, in- 
stead of going out of the country to other people? 

Tue Preswent. I think we ought to do all we can to 
help the needy at home, but let me just raise a very funda- 
mental question with you, which you have raised yourself, 
whether we should help other nations throughout the 
world. Many people in the audience recall the devastation 


- that existed in Western Europe following World War II. 


If we had not helped Western Europe rehabilitate itself, I 
am confident today that all of Western Europe would be 
behind the Iron Curtain. 

I think that for humanitarian reasons we ought to help 
disadvantaged people in other areas of the world. We have 
to have a greater consideration for our own citizens, but a 
country as rich as ours, a country that has, I think, the 
destiny of America, ought to look beyond its shores, ought 
to have a broad vision. It is a responsibility we have that 
we ought to accept willingly. America is great because it is 
good. I think we ought to take that position all over the 
world. 

Q. May I shake your hand? 

Q. Mr. President, I personally appreciate the great 
leadership you are giving to our country. One of the big 
issues before our country, of course, is spending and cost, 
and it has been one of the issues we have been discussing a 
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lot here today. Related to it is a major issue before Con- 
gress—the B-1 bomber. What is your point of view on 
this? 

Tue Preswent. I have from its very inception sup- 
ported the research and development, and in this budget 
I have recommended the procurement funds for the B—1 
bomber. Let me tell you why. Our main strategic, high- 
performance aircraft today is the B-52. We have some 
B-52’s today that are over 20 years old. Would you want 
your son or your close friend flying on a combat mission 
in a plane that was over 20 years old? I wouldn’t. 

I think if we are going to keep America strong—and I 
think it is needed and necessary so we can have peace with 
strength—we have to phase out those weapon systems as 
they become obsolete and follow on with other weapon 
systems, such as the B—1 replacing the B-52. I think it is 
an essential for our security. I think it is essential for peace 
through strength, to have that new high-performance 
strategic aircraft. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 4:07 p.m. 


Ft. Myers, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. February 14, 1976 


Thank you very much, Lou. It is wonderful to be here 
with your Congressman, Skip, and to have spent the last 
day and a half with Lou Frey and in between we have had 
Bill Young from down around St. Petersburg. It has been 
an amazing trip. 

I have heard from certain people, and I have read some 
newspapers, and I have read some columns that we did 
not have any organization down here, we did not have any 
workers, we did not have any enthusiasm. I find just the 
opposite true. 

Let me say I will put the organization we have against 
any opposition I know on the Republican or Democratic 
side—either one. 

It has just been a fabulous day and a half and the 
culmination of coming here, down in Southwest Florida, 
at Ft. Myers has just been tremendous. We had a wonder- 
ful meeting—TI have forgotten the name of the building, 
Skip—Exhibition Hall—I knew I was in Ft. Myers—but 
it was wonderful. And let me just make one or two points. 
I think it is vitally important for a person with the moder- 
ate Republican philosophy that I think I believe in— 
have fought for—to win the election and to make certain 
that this kind of philosophy prevails for the next 4 years. 

Now let me give you a couple of quick ideas as to what 
it relates to. If I might, with your permission, I would like 
to go back to August 1974 when, very suddenly, under 


very difficult circumstances, I became President. What did 
we find? We found that inflation was something over 12 
percent, much too high, runaway. It seemed uncontrol- 
lable. We had all kinds of proposals for wage and price 
controls. We had all kinds of other quick fixes that every- 
body here knows would not have done the job and proba- 
bly would have compounded the problem. 

We decided the best way to meet the challenge of infla- 
tion was to have a cool, steady policy of restraint as far 
as the Federal budget was concerned. And I think we 
have accomplished that despite some of the problems we 
have had with the majority party in the Congress of the 
United States. 

Then almost as soon as I had taken the oath of office, 
we saw these darn clouds coming over the horizon of a 
recession and it turned into a very serious one—the worst 
since the Depression of the 1930's. It could have caused 
all of us to panic and to, again, do some gimmickry to 
try and resolve the problem. 

Unemployment soared, employment went down. I 
knew from the days when I and my family and friends 
of mine went through the Depression that all of these 
make-work projects, or most of them, don’t really work. 

So we decided that we would put the emphasis on 
trying to restore the confidence in the private sector where 
five out of the six jobs in this country exist anyhow. Those 
are permanent. Those are inspiring. Those are meaningful 
jobs. And the net result is without all the extra Federal 
spending that so many wanted, we were able to add 
800,000 more jobs last month and over the last 7 or 8 
months we have added 2,100,000 jobs. 

That is not good enough yet, but we have regained 
96 percent of the jobs lost during the recession and we 
are going to do better. We have to find job opportunities 
for roughly 2 million new job entrants every year into the 
economic mainstream of our society. The best way to do 
it, the only honest way to do it, is to try to do it in the 
private sector. And everything we do is going to be aimed 
in that direction, I can assure you. 

Now let me make one or two comments about foreign 
policy. I have said—and I would like to repeat here— 
our whole foreign policy has to be predicated on peace 
with strength. And what does strength mean? It means 
having a Defense Department, Army, Navy, Air Force, 
that is second to none, modern weapons, the best training, 
the best—and let me put this in very emphatically— 
we have to have the best intelligence capability in the 
world. 

Frankly, I am getting fed up with those who want to 
destroy it and dismantle it on the one hand, and those 
who, for one reason or another, want to leak all our 
classified information on the other. 

We are going to put a maximum effort to maintain the 
capability of this country to deter war and to be able 
to maintain our national security against any threat. That 
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means we have to spend a lot of money. It means we have 
to buy the best hardware, we have to provide the best 
training, and we have to give it public support. And that 
is what I am asking all of you to do. The Congress cannot 
and must not slash the Federal military budget this year. 

Let me just conclude with this. All of you have, obvi- 
ously, helped tremendously already. We have got—what, 
30 days to go, Lou? Twenty-four, all right. March 9. I 
have not had time to add it up. I did not take new math 
so I can’t do it. But, anyhow, we have got a short time. 
We have to do a lot of doorbell ringing, telephoning. We 
have to do a lot of persuading. 

I think it is vitally important that we are successful 
March 9 so we can be successful November 2d. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. at the residence of Cassius 
Peacock, President Ford Committee chairman for Lee County, Fla. 


Miami, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the Dinner of the South 
Florida Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. 
February 14, 1976 


Thank you very much, Bob, Maurice, my good friend, 
Louie Frey, members of the Judiciary, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

As I had the privilege and honor of going through the 
reception, a number of very kindly remarks were made 
concerning the fact that I had apparently picked up some 
Florida sunshine. I am delighted that that happened. 

It is wonderful to be here in Florida and, of course, 
the sunshine was great and the receptions were excep- 
tional. But let me just say it is a great privilege and pleas- 
ure to be here on this occasion with this very distinguished 
group, and I thank you for the invitation. 

It is a great honor and privilege to address the fellow 
members of the Federal Bar Association, the leading pro- 
fessional organization representing attorneys, civilian as 
well as military, in Federal service and formerly employed 
by the United States Government. The Federal lawyer, 
serving in every department or agency of our Govern- 
ment, has never had more important responsibilities than 
today in our rapidly, very rapidly changing society. And 
this is especially true in law enforcement. 

In south Florida, you have done an outstanding job 
to provide speedy justice and mobilize State and local 
cooperation. Indeed—and I am delighted to hear it—I 
understand that some of the Federal courts in your dis- 
trict remain in session as late as 11 p.m. to speed trials and 
to prevent backlogs. I congratulate you. I wish the same 
example would be followed nationwide, if I can trespass 
on another branch of the Federal Government. 
[Laughter] 
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I specifically, in addition, commend the coordination of 
the Federal, city, and local Jaw enforcement officers in 
the investigations of the bombings of the Miami Interna- 
tional Airport, the local FBI office, and other target areas 
in the Miami area. I congratulate you for this fine and I 
think exceptional effort. 

Frankly, I have had it with terrorism of the kind that 
recently killed so many innocent people at LaGuardia 
Airport in New York City and has plagued the south 
Florida area. The FBI has reported that bombings in the 
United States in 1975 killed 69 people. 

The time has come for society to act in its own self- 
defense. I favor the use of the death penalty in the Federal 
criminal system in accordance with proper constitutional 
standards. The death penalty in appropriate instances 
should be imposed upon the conviction of sabotage, mur- 
der, espionage, and treason. Of course, the maximum pen- 
alty should not be applied if there is duress or impaired 
mental capacity or similar extenuating circumstances. But 
in murders involving substantial danger to the national 
security, or when the defendant is a coldblooded hired 
killer, the use of capital punishment is fully justified. 

We realize today that passivity and permissiveness in- 
vite crime and that the certainty of punishment prevents 
crime, and I mean positive, swift, and just punishment. 
But the criminal justice system need not be vindictive to 
be effective. 


As President, I will give no comfort to those who make 
false allegations of police brutality but excuse the real 
brutality that exists in America today, the brutality of 
hoodlums in the streets of our cities throughout America. 
I have no patience with those who would portray the vio- 
lent criminal as the helpless victim of society when such 
offenders are actually anti-social criminals. 

Millions of our citizens, including the elderly and poor, 
lock themselves up in their homes, fearing violence. I 
would instead lock up the criminals who make them 
afraid. 

A legal system that is exploited by the criminal but 
ignores his victim is sadly out of balance. I ask your help 
and that of all Americans in restoring that balance. I 
applaud the Federal, State, and local citizen coalition 
against crime that is emerging in Florida. The 10,000 
volunteers now active in the citizen’s crime watch of the 
Dade County Public Safety Department deserve par- 
ticular commendation, and I am glad with the many 
others who have passed that on to those public spirited 
citizens. 

As you know, these crime watchers have provided in- 
formation leading to significant arrests, including the 
seizure, as I understand it, of some 23 tons of illegal 
drugs. 

The responsibility of local officials in dealing with the 
alarming increase in violent crime is primarily under our 
Constitution. Yet crime is so pervasive that it can be 
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brought under control only by the concerted efforts of all 
levels of government—Federal, State, and local, by the 
closest possible cooperation among the executive, legisla- 
tive and judicial branches, and by nonpartisan political 
unity against a common enemy. 

The primary duty of government is to protect the law- 
abiding citizen in the peaceful pursuit of life, liberty, and 
happiness, The preamble to our Constitution puts the 
obligation to insure domestic tranquillity in the same cate- 
gory as providing for the common defense. 

We recall in this Bicentennial Year that our Founding 
Fathers adhered to the dictum of John Locke: “Where 
there is no law, there is no freedom.” The overwhelming 
majority of Americans are law-abiding citizens. It is a 
small, hard core of lawbreakers who commit a very large 
proportion of all crimes. 

A recent study in one major metropolitan area recently 
showed that within one single year more than 200 bur- 
glaries, 60 rapes, and 14 murders were committed by only 
10 individuals. Most serious crimes are committed by re- 
peaters. Such criminals duly tried and convicted must be 
removed from our society for a definite period of time. 
The law-abiding majority also has its rights and, as Chief 
Executive, I intend to see that those rights are given full 
weight on the scales of justice in America. 

With very few exceptions, I strongly advocate manda- 
tory minimum sentences for individuals who commit 
crimes or offenses involving the use of a dangerous weapon 
or who commit such grave offenses as aircraft hijacking, 
kidnapping, and dealing in hard drugs, and for repeat 
offenders who commit Federal crimes that harm or en- 
danger others. Too many violent and habitual criminals 
are convicted but never spend a single day in prison. The 
lack of certainty tempts the mugger and, yes, even the 
murderer. We must shorten their odds if we are to deter 
lawbreakers. 

The way to reduce criminal use of handguns is not to 
disarm law-abiding citizens. The way to reduce criminal 
use of handguns is to impose mandatory sentences for gun 
crimes, to make it harder to obtain “Saturday night spe- 
cials” and to concentrate on gun control in high crime 
areas. 

Last July, I recommended to the Congress a bill to 
achieve these objectives, and I urge and strongly advocate 
action by the Congress to act immediately and without 
harassing the lawful gun owner. 

The vast majority of victims of violent crime in Florida 
and throughout the United States are the poor, the old, 
the children, the most defenseless of our fellow citizens. 

When people fear for their physical safety, they are 
rightfully afraid to use our streets. They lose their inherent 
freedom to come and go as they please—a right that I 
think is very important to all of us. 

Even the young and strong are endangered by criminals 
ready to maim and to kill, but older people are especially 


vulnerable. A mugger, by just snatching a purse or a wal- 
let, may actually do terrible injury to an elderly person. 

I think we owe protection to everyone, but most of all 
we owe protection to those least able to cope with violence. 
Let us pay special attention to guarding areas where our 
elderly people are concentrated. Let us help them feel safe 
as they sit in the sun in this beautiful State or take an 
evening walk in this beautiful area. Let us lift the oppres- 
sive fear from their hearts. 

While prisons exist to protect society from the criminal, 
those convicted are on the main line back to crime if they 
are freed because of inadequate detention facilities. This 
is also true if inmates are confined in notoriously bad or 
overcrowded facilities that breed even more crime. 

Unbelievably, America still has the same prison capacity 
as in 1960, although crime has doubled and our popu- 
lation has burgeoned. The need for more prisons is obvious 
and very, very urgent, and I included it in the budget for 
the next fiscal year—four new Federal prisons that are 
badly needed to meet this problem at the Federal level. 


Here in the Miami area the Federal Government will 
next month open a new Federal Youth Center. All of you 
know it will have a detention facility capable of handling 
some 250—including youths and pre-trial adult offenders. 
I think this is a step forward. 

My concern is for the total fabric of American society 
with our constitutional guarantee of due process. The time 
is long, long overdue to give the innocent victim every bit 
of protection and consideration now accorded to the 
criminal. 

Why are so many serious and violent crimes never re- 
ported to the police? The criminal victimization survey 
conducted by the Bureau of Census for the Law Enforce- 
ment Assistance Administration, better known as LEAA, 
disclosed that in 13 major cities, including Miami, only 
about one-third of rapes, robberies, aggravated assaults, 
and burglaries are reported to the police. Miami has a 
higher rate of reporting than most of the cities that were 
surveyed. 

But even here the figures show that 4 out of 10 rape 
cases are not reported. In the case of robbery accompanied 
by serious assault resulting in injury, 3 out of every 10 vic- 
tims do not report the crime to the police. 

Crime figures, unfortunately, do not tell the full and 
the very terrible story. The fact that so many victims are 
reluctant to report serious crimes indicates a breakdown 
in the traditional relationship between the citizen and the 
police. 

We must protect the victims of crime as well as the 
witnesses to crime. We must help them and we must treat 
them with great respect. That is essential. 

As all of you know, in the law enforcement process 
all law-abiding people must unite in the struggle to regain 
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the freedom of our streets and the safety of our homes. 
When a criminal is arrested, the police are required to 
immediately read to that individual his rights under the 
Constitution. Why not tell the victim of his rights, too, 
just as clearly and just as promptly? 

This has been advanced by the National District 
Attorneys Association and a victim’s rights card is now 
used in 18 States. The investigating officer informs the 
victim, “You have the right, as a victim of crime, the 
following: ‘To be free from intimidation ; to be told about 
available compensation for court appearances; to be 
told about available compensation for your injuries; to 
be told about social service agencies which can help you; 
and to be assisted by your criminal justice agencies.’ ” 

I think this is a step forward and I hope that more 
than 18 States will do exactly the same. Let us encourage 
witnesses by giving them the support that they need. I have 
asked the Department of Justice to develop new programs 
to protect and to assist all witnesses in Federal criminal 
proceedings. No community should tolerate the abuse of 
victims. This has happened far too frequently in rape 
cases where the victim is needlessly subjected to additional 
humiliation. : 

The violent crime that plagues Americans is essentially 
within the realm of State and local government. But the 
Federal Government will assert its maximum role under 
the Constitution to fight crime within its jurisdiction. 

The increasing abuse of hard drugs contributes to the 
soaring crime rate. In this case, our Federal responsibility 
is very, very clear. I have directed all Federal law enforce- 
ment agencies—in particular, the Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration—to intensify the drive against major narcotic 
traffickers. I am seeking legislation and cooperation with 
the Congress for mandatory prison sentences for con- 
victed traffickers in hard drugs. These merchants of death 
deserve nothing less. 


Because the drug problem also involves other nations, — 


I have had an opportunity in the last year and a half to 
consult with leaders of Mexico, Colombia, and Turkey to 
urge stronger action by them in cooperation with us to 
control the production and the shipment of hard drugs. 

I have also recommended to the Congress to increase 
Federal funds to get drug addicts into treatment and out 
of crime. Your own program right here in Miami, known 
as the Treatment Alternative to Street Crime, funded by 
LEAA, I think is an excellent example of this concept at 
work, 

The programs that I have outlined here tonight are part 
of a Federal effort to combat crime. As long as crime is a 
national or nationwide problem, the Administration is 
determined to provide leadership and assistance in fighting 
it within our jurisdiction. 

The Law Enforcement Assistance Administration is 
vital in this comprehensive national effort. Since 1969, the 
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LEAA has given more than $153 million in Federal funds 
to the State of Florida to fight crime. I have asked that 
Congress extend the existing law. I repeat those requests 
today and call upon Congress to act rapidly so there is 
no indecision as to our total effort by the executive, the 
legislative and the judicial branch to move forward. 

I continue to urge the Congress to enact legislation to 
compensate victims of Federal crimes who suffer personal 
injuries. This is somewhat controversial, but I have been 
convinced, after looking at all of the evidence, that it is a 
step forward. And I hope that the Congress will respond. 
The money would come from a fund consisting of fines 
paid by convicted Federal offenders promoting the con- 
cept of restitution under criminal law. 

I hope and trust that the Congress will follow what has 
happened and what has proven to be, in my judgment, 
sound in a number of our States. As I have said, some 17 
States in the country have already tried it, and it is work- 
ing. And I would hope that the Federal Government’s 
action would promote some 33 other States to do the 
same. 

While money and technical assistance have limitations, 
they can help our overburdened judges, prosecutors, and 
public defenders. If the blockage in the court system is 
broken, cases will flow more swiftly through the courts. 
We will come closer to our ideal of justice, and this will 
bring new order to our social system. 

I believe in America, as all of you do, and I am con- 
vinced that a united America is once more going to have 
safe streets, secure homes, and the dignity and the freedom 
from fear which is the birthright of every American. 

To secure this end, I have proposed what I think is a 
sound program to the Congress. Today, with your help, I 
call upon action. 

And I would appreciate the chance to meet with so 
many of you, as I have tonight, who follow the profes 
sion of the law, who know the problems, and who know 
from a practical experience what can and what ought to 
be done in the process of defeating crime. 

Our concern should be for the victim of crime. Our 
concern should be for domestic tranquillity. Yes, we under- 
stand the problems of the law violator, but here in Florida 
you can take the lead, as you have in many cases, to be 
on the side of the victim and for domestic tranquillity. I 
hope and trust that we on a national level can take the 
same strong stand, which is essential for the benefit of all 
law-abiding citizens in our country. 

And, as I close, I pledge to you and to all the people of 
Florida my unrelenting efforts to reduce crime here as 
well as elsewhere in full cooperation, in consultation with 
experts such as you, as we try to meet head on this very 
serious problem. 

Thank you. Good night. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. at the Everglades Hotel. 
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Miami Beach, Florida 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President, 
Mrs. Claude Pepper, and Bob Hope at the Annual 
Fundraising Dinner of the National Parkinson 
Institute. February 14, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Thank you very much, Bob, Congress- 
man Pepper, his wonderful wife, Mildred, and all of 
the other outstanding people who have participated in 
this program tonight. 

I just thought I would drop in to indicate in person my 
total support for the major national effort that is being 
made in Parkinson’s disease. I am, of course, familiar 
with what your organization has done. I know this is the 
17th annual get-together. That shows the dedication and 
the complete, total effort that is being made. 

I was extremely honored a month or so ago at the 
urging of my good friend, Claude Pepper, to issue a 
national proclamation pointing out to our fellow Ameri- 
cans the need for action, the need for understanding in 
the area of Parkinson’s disease. I did it not only because 
of Claude’s insistence, but because I knew good people 
like you were really behind the effort that is needed and 
necessary to solve the problem, and I thank you very, 
very much. 

It is a real thrill for me to meet Mrs. Levey—Jeanne, 
she says. But this is Jeanne Levey, who I know has done 
so much for so many years in this very important area. 

I just can’t thank you enough for the warm welcome, 
Mildred. Where is old Claude? [Laughter] 

Mrs. Pepper. Mr. President, he is not that old. 
[Laughter] 

THe Presment. I have to kid him a little bit, Mildred, 
you know. He is a great friend of mine, and I appreciate 
what he and you and Mrs. Levey, or Jeanne—[turning 
to Bob Hope] what is your name? [laughter|—I owe him 
a couple of putts on the golf course, and I am going to 
get that money back the next time we play if he gives 
me enough strokes. [Laughter] 

Mr. Hope. Well, can I have this one second and tell 
you that you are the best finale we ever had. [Laughter] 
You are. And you are standing with a couple of wonderful 
people here who have done a tremendous job toward this 
great cause. 

Mrs. Pepper. And, Mr. President, women, you 
know—they have to do a little talking. 

Ladies and gentlemen, you know Claude and I are 
good Democrats, but you know President Ford and 
Mrs. Ford, Betty—we know her very affectionately as 
Betty—she is in my international club, one of the loveliest 
ladies that I have ever known in my life, and you know 
the President is a wonderful man. He deserves a better 
party. [Laughter] 

Tue Present. May I have the last word, please? 
[Laughter] 


Last night I was in Florida, and I called back to 
Washington to talk to Betty, to let her know that every- 
thing had gone very well, that all the wonderful people 
in Florida had been very hospitable. And she said Mildred 
had called and said that she thought it would be a good 
idea if I came down here and saw Claude and her and 
Bob and Mrs. Levey, and like a good husband, here I 
am. [Laughter] 

Mr. Hope. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you very 
much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:30 p.m. at the Fontainebleau 
Hotel. 


Miami, Florida 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. February 14, 1976 


Thank you, John Malloy and Lou Frey and all of you 
wonderful people. 

Let me, at the culmination of a day and a half or almost 
2 days of a tremendous visit to the great State of Florida, 
thank you on behalf of all of the people who have been so 
kind, so generous, so friendly and so nice—it is just won- 
derful. Happy Valentine to you and everybody else. 

Let me just take a few minutes—I know you have 
waited and I appreciate your patience. When I was up in 
Washington the last month or so, I heard terrible stories 
that the President didn’t have any friends, he didn’t have 
any organization, he was not going to win—you know, all 
the dire pessimistic predictions. I have been here almost 
24 hours, and I don’t believe any of them. 

I think I have a lot of friends. I think we have a good 
organization, and I think we are going to win. 

We are going to win for two reasons. Number one, all 
of you and literally thousands like you throughout the 
State of Florida are really dedicated, unselfish, and believe 
that what is good in this cause is good for America. And I 
thank you for that dedication and that support. 

Let me now talk about what we can talk about—I am 
going to talk about it, and I hope you will talk about it. 
We have good programs; they are good for America, and 
they are going to be implemented for the benefit of 215 
million Americans all over this country. 

Let me summarize it very quickly. Number one, we 
were faced with a terrible recession, lots of high inflation. 
Inflation is going down, employment is going up and 
unemployment is going down, and that is good for 
America. And we are going to do better and better. 

Number two, this country is still the leader in the world. 
We have a great responsibility. We can keep peace with 
strength, and we are going to have the strength to keep the 
peace—period. Our allies in Western Europe know it and 
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support us. Our allies in the Pacific know it and support 
us. Our potential adversaries know we have it, and they 
respect it. 

As I came through this wonderful group tonight, I had 
the privilege of shaking hands and saying a hello to many, 
many who are in the Cuban-American population. Let me 
say categorically and emphatically, the United States will 
have nothing to do with Castro’s Cuba. 

And let me make another comment or two. The United 
States has to have a strong military capability, and we do, 
with the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines. We are go- 
ing to have the money out there; we are going to have the 
weapons. We have wonderful people, and through them 
and what they stand for we can keep the peace through 
strength. But there is another thing that ought to be em- 
phasized. It is the best insurance in peace as well as in 
war—America needs the finest intelligence capability any- 
place in the world, and we are going to have it. We can’t 
let those who want to dismantle our intelligence commu- 
nity prevail, and I'll be darned if we are going to let the 
leakers ruin our intelligence community. 

John, I want to thank you. I want to thank all of you. I 
am proud to be a part of you. I am proud of what you 
have done, and I am most grateful. But what I am most 
proud of, as you are rnost proud of—we are all proud to be 
Americans, and we are proud of America. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11 p.m. at the Howard Johnson 
Hotel. 


Federal Energy Administration 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House and 
to the President of the Senate on the Extension of the 
Administration. February 16, 1976 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President: ) 

The Federal Energy Administration Act of 1974, sec- 
tion 15(a), required that I submit to the Congress six 
months before the expiration of this Act my recommen- 
dations for the future of the Federal Energy Administra- 
tion. 

In view of my recent signing of the Energy Policy and 
Conservation Act of 1975, I have determined that the 
management of energy policies and programs can best 
be served by the extension of the Federal Energy Admin- 
istration until September 30, 1979—thirty-nine months 
beyond its current termination date of June 30, 1976. 
This will allow an orderly phasing out of price and allo- 
cation controls on domestic oil production over a period 
of forty months and implementation of other programs 
called for in that Act. 


I have directed Federal Energy Administrator Zarb 
to seek the authority required to carry out this proposal. 
Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
NOTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honorable 


Carl Albert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, and to the 
Honorable Nelson A. Rockefeller, President of the Senate. 


Federal Election Commission 


The President’s Remarks Prior to Transmitting to the 
Congress Legislation To Reconstitute the Commission. 
February 16, 1976 


In only 2 weeks time, unless there is affirmative action 
by the Congress, the Federal Elections Commission will 
be stripped of most of its powers. We must not allow that 
to happen. 

The Commission has become the chief instrument for 
achieving clean Federal elections. If it becomes an empty 
shell, public confidence in our political process will be 
further eroded, and the door will be opened to abuses in 
the coming elections. 

We can and we must reconstitute the Commission in 
the next 2 weeks. I am today submitting essential legisla- 
tion to get that job done, and I urge the Congress to join 
with me in quick and effective action. There can be no 
retreat on an issue so fundamental to our democracy. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:36 a.m. in the Briefing Room 
at the White House. 


Federal Election Commission 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Legislation To Reconstitute the Commission. 
February 16, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In only two weeks time, unless there is affirmative 
action by the Congress, the Federal Election Commission 
will be stripped of most of its powers. 

We must not allow that to happen. The American 
people can and should expect that our elections in this 
Bicentennial year, as well as other years, will be free of 
abuse. And they know that the Federal Election Com- 
mission is the single most effective unit for meeting that 
challenge. 

The Commission has become the chief instrument for 
achieving clean Federal elections in 1976. If it becomes 
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an empty shell, public confidence in our political process 
will be further eroded and the door will be opened to 
possible abuses in the coming elections. There would be 
no one to interpret, advise or provide needed certainty 
to the candidates with regard to the complexities of the 
Federal Election law. If we maintain the Commission, we 
can rebuild and restore the public faith that is essential 
for a democracy. 

The fate of the Commission has been called into ques- 
tion, of course, by the decision of the Supreme Court 
on January 30. The Court ruled that the Commission was 
improperly constituted. The Congress gave the Com- 
mission executive powers but then, in violation of the 
Constitution, the Congress reserved to itself the authority 
to appoint four of the six members of the Commission. 
The Court said that this defect could be cured by having 
all members of the Commission nominated by the 
President upon the advice and consent of the Senate. 


Under the Court’s ruling, the Commission was given a — 


30-day lease on life so that the defect might be corrected. 

I fully recognize that other aspects of the Court’s deci- 
sion and that, indeed, the original law itself have created 
valid concerns among Members of Congress. I share 
many of those concerns, and I share in a desire to reform 
and improve upon the current law. For instance, one 
section of the law provides for a one-House veto of Com- 
mission regulations, a requirement that is unconstitutional 
as applied to regulations of an agency performing Execu- 
tive functions. I am willing to defer legislative resolution 
of this problem, just as I hope the members of Congress 
will defer adjustment of other provisions in the interest 
of the prompt action which is now essential. 

It is clear that the 30-day period provided by the 
Court to reconstitute the Commission is not sufficient to 
undertake a comprehensive review and reform of the 
campaign laws. And most assuredly, this 30-day period 
must not become a convenient excuse to make ineffective 
the campaign reforms that are already on the books and 
have been upheld by the Court. There is a growing danger 
that opponents of campaign reform will exploit this op- 
portunity for the wrong purposes. This cannot be tol- 
erated ; there must be no retreat from our commitment to 
clean elections. 

Therefore, I am today submitting remedial legislation 
to the Congress for immediate action. This legislation in- 
corporates two recommendations that I discussed with the 
bipartisan leaders of the Congress shortly after the Court 
issued its opinion. 

First, I propose that the Federal Election Commission 
be reconstituted so that all of its six members are nomi- 
nated by the President and confirmed by the Senate. This 
action must be taken before the February 29 deadline. 

Second, to ensure tiat a full-scale review and reform 
of the election laws are ultimately undertaken, I propose 
that we limit through the 1976 elections the application 


of those laws administered by the Commission. When the 
elections have been completed and all of us have a better 
understanding of the problems in our current statutes, I 
will submit to the Congress a new, comprehensive election 
reform bill to apply to future elections. I also pledge that 
I will work with the Congress to enact a new law that 
will meet many of the objections of the current system. 

I know there is widespread disagreement within the 
Congress on what reforms should be undertaken. That 
controversy is healthy; it bespeaks of a vigorous interest 
in our political system. But we must not allow our diver- 
gent views to disrupt the approaching elections. Our most 
important task now is to ensure the continued life of the 
Federal Election Commission, and I urge the Congress 
to work with me in achieving that goal. 

GERALD R. Forp 

The White House, 

February 16, 1976. 


Disaster Assistance to Guatemala 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and AID 
Administrator Daniel Parker on U.S. Relief Efforts. 
February 16, 1976 


THe Preswent. First I want to thank you, Dan, 
for going to Guatemala as rapidly and as quickly as I 
asked. And I want to thank you and all of your assistants 
for doing a good job. I think we also owe a debt of grati- 
tude to the private organizations in this country that have 
likewise responded. 

But if you would, I would appreciate your impressions 
and your recommendations at this time. 


Mr. Parker. Thank you, Mr. President. 

This map shows all of Guatemala and it shows within 
the blue line that area which was most devastated, and 
within the red lines that which was virtually totally de- 
stroyed. It puts the disaster into overall perspective. 


Out of 5.8 million, there are over a million who are 
homeless and 76,000 who have been injured, and over 
22,000 that the Government of Guatemala indicates are 
dead. 


To focus in on the severely damaged area, a million 
people live within this blue area of which 925,000, 90 
percent, are homeless. 69,700 of the injured are within 
this area—21,600 of the dead. 


This area of virtually total destruction I toured and 
there is no way to describe it, Mr. President, other than 
the fact that it is just incredible. 

The impact of the disaster is basically in two ways. 
It is a disaster upon the poor and it is a disaster basically 
on the rural people. 
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The people in Guatemala City that were affected were 
the poor people who lived in shanties and shacks that 
just came tumbling down. By the nature of the rural con- 
struction of the adobe with the heavy tile roof, the walls 
came down which caved in these heavy tile roofs crushing 
the people who were sleeping. 

THE Preswent. Do I understand that this part here 
is roughly the size of the District of Columbia? 

Mr. Parker. Yes. I would say it would be somewhat 
larger, and this is part of the problem we are getting in 
trying to reach it. The terrain is very rugged, very moun- 
tainous, and the communications under normal circum- 
stances are not good. When I say communications, I mean 
roads, telephones, even radio. Under the disaster con- 
ditions they were virtually wiped out. So we have had 
to use the helicopters. I must say that the U.S. helicopters 
have been a Godsend and I am sure that that is the way 
the people of Guatemala look at them, too. 

There is another value to them besides the specific 
measurable value, and that is the psychological value. 
Their presence makes it known that somebody is there, the 
United States is there helping. 

THe Presmwent. Where is our emergency hospital 
located? 

Mr. Parker. It is located in the area of Chimalte- 
nango and it has done its job. It has done a heroic job 
and we are commencing its phase-down and withdrawal 
at this time. We are also, Mr. President, beginning the 
phase-down of some of the helicopters, the heavy heli- 
copters in particular. Trucks are now able to get through 
into these areas and with that we believe that is the proper 
way to service it. 

THE Present. What is the impact on the economy? 

Mr. Parker. Well, it is more a disaster of people than 
it is economics. Now this is not to say that there is not a 
real economic problem but it is more in the economy of 
the individual family than it is of the overall national 
economy. The industrial establishment was not much 
damaged and it is probably going to get back into pro- 
duction, but that is only 6 percent of the gross national 
product. 

The farms and of course the farm buildings were de- 
stroyed, but the fields were not and they have had a good 
harvest. Their export crops—coffee, which mainly goes 
out through the Pacific ports, bananas, cotton, and sugar 
which come out this way—the economic effect will depend 
on how quickly this road is opened. 

Tue Preswent. This is that highway where the prin- 
ciple—the population lives? 

Mr. Parker. That is correct. It is also the geographic 
fault line. The principal damage is really in this area right 
along in here, and we are doing a quick but, I think, very 
thorough engineering assessment of this. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in the Oval Office at the 
White House. 


National Association of Secondary 
School Principals 


The President’s Remarks at the Association’s Annual 
Convention. February 16, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Mr. Walker, Mr. Fall- 
strom, Mr. Kiernan, Reverend Harper, members and 
guests of the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals: 

Needless to say, it is a great, great honor to be rein- 
ducted after a few years into the National Honor Society 
which I was privileged, fortunate, and probably dam 
lucky to join in 1930. I have just said to Mr. Walker, this 
one is a little heavier but the other one meant a great deal 
more to me in 1930. 

On this plaque I do see the Honor Society’s require- 
ments—service, scholarship, leadership, and character. 
As a high school student, I was mighty proud to be 
thought of in those very worthy words, and I am just as 
proud today to be thought of or thought worthy of them 
on this occasion. And I thank you very, very much. 

Let me also thank you for your invitation to be a part 
of this program. The agenda for this convention show that 
your profession is in a time of great change and that you 
Psi addressing yourself to that change. Yet in some ways 
‘your job has not changed at all since the early days of our 
‘Nation’s educational system. You still give guidance to 
the schools which guide our children. You are still the 
executors of the past and the trustees of the future. 

In this Bicentennial Year, it is fitting that we should 
consider where we have been and where we are going. 
I would like to share with you my vision of education and 
its role in our Nation’s progress for the future. 

In our first century as a nation, America developed 
political institutions responsive to the people. Unity grew 
from diversity, and education for the people was a crucial 
part of the Founding Fathers’ vision. They knew that 
ignorance and freedom could not co-exist. 

A system of general instruction for all citizens, both 
rich and poor, was the earliest of Thomas Jefferson’s 
public concerns. He led an unsuccessful effort to have 
the Virginia Assembly support a system of free public 
schools. 

By the time the Constitution was drafted, our Found- 
ing Fathers, however, clearly saw education as a State 
responsibility. Little more than a century later, every 
State had a tax-supported public school system free and 
accessible to every child. 

In our second century, America’s schools and colleges 
faced great challenges and withstood enormous pressures. 
They educated millions of immigrant children who spoke 
no English when they came to our shores. They met the 
challenging and changing academic career needs of stu- 
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dents as the Nation grew more urbanized and more in- 
dustrialized. American schools contributed greatly to our 
unprecedented economic growth and the widespread 
sharing of our economic gains. 

Now we are entering our third century. I see this as a 
century devoted to the fulfillment of the individual citi- 
zen. In this century, education will not only prepare 
young men and women to earn a living, it will also pre- 
pare them to live a richer life. It will equip them to make 
their own decisions rather than permit their futures to be 
decided for them by others. It will enrich our children’s 
lives, and it will also enrich our life, our Nation, and our 
life in the future. 

Throughout our history the Federal Government has 
recognized the value of education and has helped our 
schools and colleges. Since Abraham Lincoln signed the 
act creating the land grant colleges, Federal encourage- 
ment and assistance to education has been an essential 
part of the American system. To abandon it now would 
be to ignore the past and to threaten the future. But we 
must make Federal aid in the area of education much 
more effective than it has been in the past. 

In the past decade as educational problems of national 
scope have been identified, we have responded with a wide 
variety of new Federal programs to meet those needs 
through assistance to State and local educational agencies. 
Each of these programs was initiated to meet the goal of 
improved educational opportunities for a particular seg- 
ment of our population, but the result of adding program 
on top of program has been a maze of complex and often 
confusing Federal guidelines and requirements. 

At Federal, State, and local levels we have unwittingly 
created a heavy burden of varying regulations, differing 
standards, and overlapping responsibilities. Too often we 
ask whether Federal forms have been properly filled out, 
not whether children have been properly educated. 

As President, the very first major piece of legislation 
that I signed, 18 months ago, was an omnibus education 
act. It improved the distribution of Federal education 
funds and the administration of Federal education 
programs, ~ 

Soon I will be sending to the Congress my proposals 
to continue this improvement—and we must. The thrust 
of these proposals will be to consolidate Federal aid to 
give State and local authority far, far greater flexibility 
in its use. And I hope you support it. 

I make this proposal to untie the redtape that binds 
you. I want to free you to meet the challenges of our third 
century, our century of individual fulfillment. Our law 
and custom place the major responsibility for elementary 
and secondary public education on State and local units 


of government, and the record convinces me that deci- 
sions about education made on those levels are wiser and 
far more responsive to community needs than the edicts 
of the Federal bureaucracy. 

The Federal Government, while providing 7 percent of 
elementary and secondary funding, should not usurp the 
State and local role. But by consolidating into block grants 
more than a score of existing programs, we can do a lot 
better with our Federal dollars in your hands. 

At the same time, my proposals would preserve the 
appropriate national concern for quality education and 
concentrate available funds on the needs of the handi- 
capped and educationally deprived. Let me add that if 
we can achieve the kind of consolidation which will lead 
to a more productive use of Federal dollars, then even 
within tight budget constraints, we can plan to increase 
allocations to elementary and secondary school systems 
throughout the United States. 

The budget proposals we will submit with our con- 
solidation proposals will reflect increases for each of the 
next 3 fiscal years. As we look ahead, we can see our 
educational system adapting to meet changing needs. This 
has already proved to be one of its great virtues. In the 
1950’s, for example, America awakened to the urgent need 
for improved science and mathematics instruction in our 
Nation’s schools. Our advances in technology over the last 
two decades show that we have met this challenge. To- 
day, we are faced with another urgent program or prob- 
lem in our Nation’s development. 

It is apparent that many citizens are uninformed or, 
worse, unconcerned about the workings of the government 
and the execution of their laws. Young people, in partic- 
ular, appear cynical and alienated from our Government 
and our legal system. Ton many Americans see the law as 
a threat rather than as a protection. Too few have been 
taught to understand the way laws are created and admin- 
istered and peacefully changed. In one poll of Federal 
workers, more than two-thirds refused to sign an excerpt 
from the Declaration of Independence. Almost half did 
not recognize the phrase “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident.” 

These are alarming trends for any nation to face. They 
are especially disturbing to us now as we speak of re- 
dedicating ourselves to the enlightened spirit of our coun- 
try’s founders. This is a new challenge to education and 
this is a new challenge to you and to me, and everybody 
else concerned with our Nation’s future. 

If we find this trend distressing, can we, in all honesty, 
say we find it surprising? Our Nation has undergone 
severe shocks in the last quarter century. Our children face 
a world at once richer and more threatening than had ever 
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been imagined certainly during my lifetime. Our children 
are less naive, I think, than any previous generation of 
young people. I know my children have different views 
about a lot of things than I did at their ages. Yet our classes 
in government and in so-called civics tend to continue 
along the same outmoded lines. 

In 1971, the American Political Science Association 
reported that courses presented in this area a naive, ro- 
manticized approach. The American Bar Association 
found civic students to be widely alienated by platitudes 
and chauvinism and the methods of learning by rote. As 
Emerson said, the secret of education lies in respecting the 
pupil. This is just as true for teaching them social values 
as for teaching them anything else. % 

We cannot perpetuate our value system merely by tell- 
ing our children that it is good. We can only assure its fu- 
ture by educating our children to admire its strengths, cor- 
rect its faults, and to participate effectively as citizens as 
they mature and become a part of our active adult society. 
Only then will they understand why our social values are 
worth preserving even though much in our society has 
changed. Only then will they understand why we still hold 
these truths to be self-evident. 

The growing movement:to supply such education gives 
us reason to be greatly encouraged, yet most of the work 
in this field clearly remains before us. We must find new 
ways to teach students about the institutions of law and 
government which will affect their lives so much and so 
long. We can perform no finer service for the individual 
student and for American society than to provide them 
with this necessary understanding. 

One problem is that in this field, as in others, we do not 
yet really know how to measure the quality of education. 
Many of the standards we had relied on, I think many be- 
lieve, have failed us. We thought we could measure qual- 
ity by the student-teacher ratio. I, for one, did. Yet some 
studies suggest that class size within a wide range may 
have no effect on student achievement. We thought we 
could buy quick miracles in education by spending much, 
much more money, but the Coleman report of equality of 
educational opportunity and subsequent research have 
cast serious doubts on that idea. It would be far easier if we 
could measure educational quality in dollars and cents, 
but apparently we cannot. 

Education really relies on people—on the teachers who 
work in the schools, on the administrators who direct 
them. The clear and constant measure of educational 
quality is the degree of your commitment and the leader- 
ship that you provide. You deserve the thanks and, even 
more importantly, the support of all parents and all Amer- 
icans. And on behalf of them, I thank you. 


I understand the theme of this convention is ““Corner- 
stone for Tomorrow.” For millions and millions of young 
Americans, the cornerstone of their tomorrow will be you. 
I have faith that you will do the job for them, for us, and 
for those who follow. And I thank you, again, for the op- 
portunity of being with you. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. at the Sheraton Park 
Hotel. 


Mark Twain National Forest 
Proclamation 4415. February 17, 1976 


DESIGNATING THE CLARK AND Mark Twalin NATIONAL 
ForESTS AS THE MarK TWAIN NATIONAL ForEST 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The Mark Twain National Forest and the Clark Na- 
tional Forest were established within the State of Missouri. 
Part of the Clark National Forest was later transferred 
to the Mark Twain National Forest; at the same time, 
part of the Mark Twain National Forest was transferred 
to the Clark National Forest. Subsequently, both national 
forests have been successfully administered as if they were 
a single national forest. This experience indicates that 
it is now in the public interest to consolidate these two 
national forests. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by Section 24 of the Act of March 3, 1891, 
26 Stat. 1103, as amended (16 U.S.C. 471), the Act of 
June 4, 1897, 30 Stat. 34, 36 (16 U.S.C. 473), and by 
Section 11 of the Act of March 1, 1911, 36 Stat. 963 
(16 U.S.C. 521), do hereby proclaim that the Clark Na- 
tional Forest in the State of Missouri (Proclamation No. 
2363 of September 11, 1939, as amended), and the 
Mark Twain National Forest in the State of Missouri 
(Proclamation No. 2362 of September 11, 1939, as 
amended), are hereby designated and hereafter shall be 
known as the Mark Twain National Forest. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this seventeenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:04 p.m, 
February 17, 1976] 
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United States Ambassador 
to Tunisia 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Edward W. Mulcahy. February 17, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Edward W. Mulcahy, of Claypool, Ariz., to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Tunisia. He will succeed 
Talcott W. Seelye, who is being reassigned. Mr. Mulcahy 
has been Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs since 1974. 

Born in Malden, Mass., on June 15, 1921, Mr. Mul- 
cahy graduated from Tufts College with a B.A. degree in 
1943. He received his M.A. in 1947 from Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy. He served in the United States 
Marine Corps as a lieutenant from 1943 to 1946. 

After joining the Foreign Service in 1947, Mr. Mul- 
cahy served in Mombasa, Kenya, as Consular and Eco- 
nomic Officer and later as Principal Officer. During 1949- 
50, he was Consular Officer in Munich, Germany, and 
from 1950 to 1952, he was Principal Officer in Asmara, 
Ethiopia. He returned to the Department of State in 1952 
to serve in the Near Eastern and South Asian Office of 
Personnel, and later as Officer in Charge of Trusteeship 
Affairs. 

In 1956, Mr. Mulcahy went to Athens as Political 
Officer and later served in Salisbury as Deputy Principal 
Officer. He returned to the Department of State as Officer 
in Charge of Rhodesian and Nyasaland Affairs. He was 
appointed Deputy Director of the Office of Eastern and 
South African Affairs in 1964 and was appointed Coun- 
try Director for East Africa in 1966. He attended the 
Senior Seminar in Foreign Policy at the Foreign Service 
Institute during 1966-67. From 1967 to 1970, he served 
as Deputy Chief of Mission in Tunis, Tunisia. In 1970, 
he became Deputy Chief of Mission in Lagos. He served 
as Ambassador to Chad from 1972 to 1974. 

Mr. Mulcahy is married to the former Kathleen Lyon, 
and they have five children. 


Wetlands Loan Extension 
Act of 1976 


Statement by the President Upon Signing H.R. 5608, 
While Expressing Concern About the Omission of 
Certain Administration Recommendations. 
February 17, 1976 


I have today approved H.R. 5608, a bill which pro- 
vides for the continued authorization of funds with which 
to purchase wetlands for the protection of migratory wa- 
terfowl. However, I am disappointed that the Congress 
did not accept certain Administration recommendations 
regarding this legislation. 

To accomplish the objectives of this program and to 
do so in the most sound financial manner, this Adminis- 
tration had proposed to Congress two changes. First, I 
proposed that the Secretary of the Interior be authorized 
to increase the price of the Migratory Waterfowl Hunt- 
ing Stamp, the so-called “duck stamp,” considering both 
the increasing cost of buying wetlands and other costs 
incurred in conserving waterfowl. Since 1972, the price 
of a “duck stamp” has been $5, the maximum allowed 
by law. Most duck hunters should be willing to pay up 
to $10 for a stamp to help pay the cost of conserving this 
resource. A $10 “duck stamp” would double the rev- 
enues used to purchase wetlands, making approximately 
$24 million available annually. 

Second, I proposed that the 17 percent of all migratory 
waterfowl hunters who do not currently need to buy 
stamps be required to have them. I refer to hunters under 
the age of 16, who are already required by 36 States to 
purchase hunting licenses. 

Enactment of both proposals would not only have gen- 
erated more revenues, enabling us to buy wetlands sooner, 
but would have made the acquisition program more 
nearly self-financing. 

I therefore urge the Congress to reconsider these pro- 
posals and enact them into law. 


NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 5608) is Public Law 94-215, 
approved February 17, 1976. 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
FEBRUARY 17, 1976 


THE PRESIDENT. Good evening. Won’t you all sit down, please. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 


For over a year the Nation has engaged in exhaustive investigations 
into the activity of the CIA and other intelligence units of our Govern- 
ment. Fact, hearsay, and closely held secrets—all have been spread out 


on the public record. 


We have learned many lessons from this experience, but we must not 
become obsessed with the deeds of the past. We must act for the future. 
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Tonight I am announcing plans for the first major reorganization 
of the intelligence community since 1947. 

First, I am establishing by Executive order a new command struc- 
ture for foreign intelligence. Henceforth, overall policy directions for 
intelligence will rest in only one place—the National Security Council, 
consisting of the President, the Vice President, the Secretary of State, 
and Secretary of Defense. Management of intelligence will be conducted 
by a single new committee. That committee will be chaired by the 
Director of Central Intelligence, George Bush. To monitor the perform- 
ance of our intelligence operations, I am creating a new independent 
Oversight Board to be made up of private citizens. Former Ambassador 
Robert Murphy will chair the Board and two other distinguished citi- 
zens—Steve Ailes and Leo Cherne will be the members. All of these 
units—the National Security Council, the Committee on Foreign Intel- 
ligence and the Oversight Board—will be responsible to me, so that the 
President will continue to be ultimately accountable for our intelligence 
activities. 

Second, to improve the performance of the intelligence agencies and 
to restore public confidence in them, I am issuing a comprehensive set of 
public guidelines which will serve as legally binding charters for our 
intelligence activities. The charters will provide stringent protections for 
the rights of American citizens. I will soon meet with Congressional 
leaders to map out legislation to provide judicial safeguards against 
electronic surveillance and mail openings. I will also support legislation 
that would prohibit attempts on the lives of foreign leaders in peacetime. 

Third, tomorrow, I will send to the Congress special legislation to 
safeguard critical intelligence secrets. This legislation would make it a 
crime for a Government employee who has access to certain highly 
classified information to reveal that information improperly. 

I have been guided by two imperatives. As Americans, we must not 
and will not tolerate actions by our Government which will abridge the 
rights of our citizens. At the same time, we must maintain a strong and 
effective intelligence capability in the United States. I will not be a party 
to the dismantling of the CIA or other intelligence agencies. To be 
effective, our foreign policy must be based upon a clear understanding 
of the international environment. To operate without adequate and timely 
intelligence information will cripple our security in a world that is still 
hostile to our freedoms. 

Nor can we confine our intelligence to the question of whether there 
will be an imminent military attack. We also need information about 
the world’s economy, about political and social trends, about food supply, 
population growth, and, certainly, about terrorism. 

To protect our security diplomatically, militarily, and economically, 
we must have a comprehensive intelligence capability. The United States 
is a peace-loving nation and our foreign policy is designed to lessen the 
threat of war as well as aggression. In recent years, we have made substan- 
tial progress toward that goal—in the Middle East, in Europe, in Asia, 
and elsewhere throughout the world. 

Yet, we also recognize that the best way to secure the peace is to be 
fully prepared to defend our interests. I believe firmly in peace through 
strength. A central pillar of our strength is, of course, our armed forces. 
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But another great pillar must be our intelligence community—the dedi- 
cated men and women who gather vital information around the world 
and carry out missions that advance our interests in the world. 

The overriding task now is to rebuild the confidence as well as the 
capability of our intelligence services so that we can live securely in peace 


and freedom. 


And now ladies and gentlemen, your questions. 
Mr. Cormier [Frank Cormier, Associated Press]. 


QUESTIONS 


GEORGE BUSH 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve talked often lately, including 
tonight, about the need for a strong intelligence capabil- 
ity. You have appointed a Director of Central Intelligence 
who has little or no intelligence expertise that I am aware 
of. And I wondered, what do you see as the advantages 
of having a relative novice directing the intelligence com- 
munity? 

THE Present. I respectfully disagree with your 
assessment of George Bush’s capabilities and background. 
George Bush was our U.N. Ambassador and did a superb 
job at the United Nations. George Bush was our repre- 
sentative in the People’s Republic of China and in that 
capacity did extremely well. I have known George Bush 
for a number of years. I served with him in the House 
of Representatives where he did a very fine job. I am abso- 
lutely convinced he will perform superbly as the Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Q. Mr. President, are you arguing that he has intelli- 
gence, an intelligence background? 

Tue Preswent. I think he has the intelligence to do 
the job and the experience in foreign policy. And I think 
these are major ingredients that make him an outstanding 
person for this responsibility. 

Miss Thomas [Helen Thomas, United Press Interna- 
tional]. 


FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, Robert Strauss has suggested that it 
might behoove you to ask former President Nixon to post- 
pone or cancel his trip to China. There are also reports 
that you are unhappy because it coincides with the New 
Hampshire primary. Do you have any plans to ask him 
to put off the trip? 

Tue Present. I have no such plans. Mr. Nixon is 
going to the People’s Republic of China as a private citi- 
zen at the invitation of that Government. I don’t believe 
for any alleged political purposes that I should intervene 
with the invitation of a foreign government to have a 
private American citizen visit that country. 

Q. But do you think if the Chinese Government sends 
a special plane which lands at a military airport, asks for 
the top media in this country to cover him—some 20 rep- 


resentatives—you send your special briefing books on the 
change in leadership, and it still is a private trip in their 
eyes? 

THe Preswent. Let me answer several of those ques- 
tions. You have asked a good many of them. 

First, there has been no special briefing given to Mr. 
Nixon. He has received periodic briefings or information 
concerning world affairs from the national or Federal 
Government. There was no special briefing given to him 
in relationship to this trip. 

Whether or not he will land at a civilian or a military 
airport has not been determined. It is a decision on the 
part of the Chinese Government as to where they would 
like to land and they have to ask us which of several air- 
ports. If and when we get a specific request, we will act 
on it. 


PRESIDENT’S ROLE IN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Q. Mr. President, at first reading on your reform of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, you seem to be putting 
the Agency more under the dominance and more under 
the control of the office of the Presidency, and we know 
that office has abused the CIA in the past. And I am 
wondering what you have done to make sure that does 
not occur again since you are not apparently making an 
outside agent, outside of the White House, responsible 
for the CIA? 

Tue Present. I think a President ought to be ac- 
countable. And what we have sought to do in this case 
is to make the process and the decisionmaking fall on the 
shoulders of the President, and he will be held account- 
able by the American people. In each of the cases—of 
the Director of the Central Intelligence or any of the other 
intelligence agencies—the directives or the guidelines will 
hold special individuals accountable for what happens in 
their particular area of responsibility. But the final and the 
ultimate responsibility falls on the shoulders of the Pres- 
ident. In my case, I am willing to assume that responsi- 
bility, and I can assure you it will be handled in the most 
appropriate way. 

Q. If you are setting a precedent, though, for future 
Presidents by giving them more authority over the CIA, 
would you agree that it also invites the prospect of a 
temptation for abuse of the CIA? 

Tue Present. It should not happen. And I would 
hope that the American people will elect a President who 
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will not abuse that responsibility. I certainly don’t in- 
tend to. 


POLICY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRESIDENT FORD AND 
RONALD REAGAN 


Q. Mr. President, last weekend in Florida you sug- 
gested that anyone to the right of you politically could 
not be elected as President. Newsmen assumed you were 
referring to Ronald Reagan, but you were not entirely 
specific, and I would like to pin you down now. 

Do you believe that Reagan is so far to the right that 
he canrot win a nacional election? And, if you do believe 
that, I would like to know what you base your opinion on, 
especially in light of the fact that he was twice elected 
Governor of the most populous State in the country by 
large margins? 

Tue Presment. I was referring to anybody in either 
political party who is to the right of me, and there are 
some in the Democratic Party and some—I think Gov- 
ernor Reagan is to the right of me philosophically. It 
seems to me that there are some differences, for example, 
between Governor Reagan and myself. 

Let’s take the issue of social security. He has suggested 
from time to time that it ought to be voluntary, not man- 
datory as it is under the existing law. He has suggested 
that maybe the funds from the social security program 
ought to be invested in the stock market. I disagree with 
both of those proposals. I believe in the firm integrity 
of the social security program and the way I have sug- 
gested, it seems to me, is the better approach. 

Governor Reagan has suggested a $90 billion cut in 
Federal expenditures, transferring the responsibilities and 
the programs to the local and State officials where they 
either have to abandon the programs or raise taxes to 
support them. I disagree with that approach. 

I think that the better way to do it is to take the Federal 
funds and transfer them to the State and local units of 
government so that those services can be provided at the 
State and local level much more effectively. 

These are some of the differences that exist between Mr. 
Reagan and myself. It is a somewhat different philosophy. 

Q. But specifically, do you believe he cannot win a 
national election? 

Tue Present. I believe that anybody to the right 


of me, Democratic or Republican, can’t win a national 
election. 


OUTLOOK ON NEW HAMPSHIRE AND FLORIDA PRIMARIES 


Q. Mr. President, are you ready to say now flatly that 
you are confident of winning the New Hampshire and/ 
or the Florida primary? 

THE PreswentT. I think we will do well in both. I 
certainly was greatly encouraged by the 2 days we were 
in Florida last weekend. The crowds were very large. The 


enthusiasm of not only my party workers but the public 
generally was extremely encouraging. We are going to 
New Hampshire on Thursday and Friday of this week, 
and I am led to believe that we will be warmly received 
there. So I am encouraged in both cases. 

Q. Do you expect to win? 

Tue Present. Well, when I say I am encouraged, 
I think that is quite indicative that I think I will do very 
well. 


REORGANIZATION PLAN FOR INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 


Q. Mr. President, your opening remarks concerning 
the Central Intelligence Agency sounded considerably 
like an official secrets act which applies in Great Britain. 
Now this act has been criticized as being beyond the 
constitutional realm that we apply here in the United 
States. 

First of all, do you agree with that assessment? And 
secondly, wouldn’t—if you received this kind of legisla- 
tion—wouldn’t this in the future prevent the kind of dis- 
closures which have brought out the abuses in the Central 
Intelligence Agency? 

THE Preswent. I categorically disagree with your 
assessment. It is a great deal different from the official 
secrets act that prevails in Great Britain. As a matter of 
fact, this is much more restrictive on the foreign intelli- 
gence community in the United States than anything that 
has been in existence in the past. 

There are a number of specific limitations as to what 
foreign intelligence agencies in the United States can do. 
They are spelled out and there is an official charter for 
each one of the intelligence agencies. 

And I am recommending to the Congress several very 
specific pieces of legislation which are, I think, construc- 
tive and quite contrary to the impression you left with 
your question. 

For example, I am recommending that the Attorney 
General proceed to work with the Congress to establish 
legislation for electronic surveillance so that he, repre- 
senting the Administration, would have to go to the court 
to get the authority even in national security matters. 
Under the present setup, the Attorney General can sim- 
ply do it without going to the court if it involves national 
security. This is quite contrary to the impression that you 
raised with the question that you asked. 


So I think we are going down the middle trying to 
make certain and positive that the intelligence capability 
of this country is first class and, at the same time, that the 
rights of individuals are adequately protected. 

Q. The second part of my question, Mr. President, was 
whether the legislation to prevent leaks in the third point 
of your opening remarks would not mean that the United 
States would once again be subjected, perhaps in the 
future, to abuses that had been exposed through the fact 
that people were not put in jail by leaking information? 


Volume 12—Number 8 





a4gePe2eF24 


Srees 


ga. > 


— 


Ss = QoQ i, 2 ee 


-“- fe net aed 4S wt oto 3} 


oe 


—_——_ ~~ oh 


1g 
ly 


ne 
od 


li- 
at 


at 


or 


IC 
ith 


n? 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 231 


Tue Present. Well, under the organization that I 
have established or will establish tomorrow, and under 
the legislation that I have recommended, there won’t be 
any abuses, and the people, if there are any abuses, will be 
held accountable. So I don’t feel at all apprehensive that 
what happened in the past will be repeated in the future. 


THE PRESIDENT’S FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Q. Mr. President, your financial statement that was 
released earlier in the week shows that, despite some very 
heavy tax bites for Federal and State taxes, you ended up 
with about $135,000 in expendable income last year. It 
also showed that you made no investments and that you 
were not able to save any of that. Can you tell us how you 
can spend $2,600 a week when you don’t have to pay any 
rent or any mortgage payments? [Laughter] 

Tue Present. I am glad that you were scrutinizing 
my complete and full disclosure of my financial activities. 
Let me say this: During that period of time, I had at least 
three of my four children in college, and most of you know 
that that is not a cheap operation. I paid for it. They 
didn’t borrow any money, they didn’t get any scholarships, 
et cetera. That accounts for part of it. And, quite frankly, 
I have sought to help my children so that at the time when 
I am no longer in a position to help them financially, I 
have made some investments for them, which is perfectly 
permitted under our laws of this country. 

So between supporting them in college and trying to 
help them get a start when they get through college, I 
think we can account for every penny. 


CONGRESSIONAL DISCLOSURE OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 


Q. Mr. President, you have not said anything about 
Members of Congress who reveal classified information. 
Does that concern you? 

THE PresiwentT. It does, and we have had some experi- 
ences. And I am not pointing a finger at anybody, but cer- 
tain information which we supplied to the Congress—to 
the House of Representatives—to a committee of the 
House—somehow either through a Member or through a 
staff member, highly classified material has been made 
public. This is something that the Congress, I think, has to 
address itself to. The Constitution protects a Member of 
the Congress, but it does not protect the illegal making of 
such information public for a staff member. But I think 
the Congress has to clean up its own house, and I have 
urged them to doso. And I hope they will. 

Q. Mr. President, until they take some steps in that 
direction, will this affect your providing classified informa- 
tion to Capitol Hill? 

Tue Preswent. In the case of most committees, we 
have had no trouble whatsoever. There has been good co- 
operation. The arrangements have been lived up to. On 
the other hand, even after the House of Representatives, 
by almost a two-to-one margin, said a report that had 


highly classified information in it should not be released, it 
was leaked to certain individuals and to certain 
publications. 

I think the House of Representatives ought to take some 
action. We have agreed to cooperate with them in what- 
ever legal way they would ask us to do so. But I think it is 
a very serious matter, what happened in this one case. 


ROLES OF THE OVERSIGHT BOARD AND THE 40 COMMITTEE 


Q. Mr. President, will your new Oversight Board 
supersede the 40 Committee? 

THE Preswent. No. We have an Oversight Committee 
composed of three members: Ambassador Murphy, Steve 
Ailes, and Leo Cherne. That is a group that looks to make 
certain that there are no violations of the new restrictions 
and has an oversight responsibility working with the in- 
spector generals in each of the intelligence agencies. 

The 40 Committee is having a name change and some 
change in personnel. It will now be given a new name, but 
it will have on it the following people. It will have the 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, 
it will have the Secretary of State, the Secretary of De- 
fense, the Director of Intelligence, George Bush, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It will have two ob- 
servers—one, the Attorney General and, two, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

So there are two separate organizations—the one I just 
described to handle covert operations recommended to the 
National Security Council and to me as President, and the 
Oversight Board, which will check up on any abuses. 


PROHIBITION OF ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS ON 
FOREIGN LEADERS 


Q. Mr. President, in your opening statement on intelli- 
gence, you said that you would support legislation that 
would prohibit attempts on the lives of foreign leaders. 
Was it your intention to leave open the possibility of at- 
tempts on the lives of people in other cases—that is, people 
who are not leaders—and, if so, will your specific guide- 
lines to the intelligence community address ‘itself to this 
problem? 

Tue Present. I have said previously that I would 
not condone or authorize assassinations, period—certainly 
not in peacetime. So the legislation, I trust, will follow 
those guidelines. 


UNEMPLOYMENT LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, to turn to another subject—unem- 
ployment. In your State of Michigan, it covers around 13 
percent, which is above the 8.5 national average, and you 
are vetoing the public works bill. As a compromise, do you 
smile upon Senator Griffin’s bill as a compromise? 

Tue Present. I think it is a far better piece of legis- 
lation than the legislation that the Congress passed and I 
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have vetoed. The bill that came down to the White House 
really is a hoax. It is a campaign year document. It 
allegedly says it will provide 800,000 jobs. The truth is it 
will provide no more than 100,000 to 120,000 jobs at a 
cost—and this is the unbelievable part—of $25,000 per 
job. 

Now, we can do a better job using that money else- 
where. So I vetoed it. I hope that we can get it sustained. 
And, if the Congress comes back with a proposal recom- 
mended by Senator Griffin and Congressman Garry 
Brown, which provides for the channelling of Federal 
funds of significantly less amounts into programs that are 
ready to go at local levels in areas where the unemploy- 
ment is over 8 percent and as long as the national unem- 
ployment is over 7 percent, it would provide for about 
$750 million. It could be done quickly. It could be done 
much more cheaply, and it will be far more effective. 

Now it seems to me that the bill that I vetoed cannot be 
defended in any way whatsoever. The cost is high per job. 
It will be late in being implemented. Actually, the jobs 
won't be available for almost 9 months to 18 months. We 
hope and expect to be out of the problems we are in, 
significantly, by that time. So the alternatives suggested by 
Senator Griffin and Congressman Brown are far, far 
better. 

FBI INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Q. Mr. President, you made no reference in your open- 
ing statement to abuses by the FBI, and some of the great- 
est abuses in the intelligence gathering were conducted by 
that agency. What do you have in mind for putting more 
severe controls on the FBI in intelligence gathering? 

THE Preswent. The Attorney General is in the process 
right now of writing very strict guidelines involving the 
activities of the FBI, and he expects to have those guide- 
lines available and in place and effective within a rela- 
tively short period of time. And those guidelines will take 
care of the problems that you have raised. 


CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY 


Q. Mr. President, as I understand it then, those guide- 
lines would be the result of Executive action, and, as I 
understand it as well, much of what you propose here 
this evening will be the result of Executive actions, some 
of which you have already taken. Do you foresee no role 
for the Congress in oversight of intelligence-gathering ac- 
tivity at the time that it is going on, either foreign or 
domestic? 

THe Preswent. I will issue Executive orders involv- 
ing the foreign intelligence agencies. The Attorney Gen- 
eral will do it as it affects the FBI. The Congress, I hope, 
will establish a joint committee along the format of the 
Joint Atomic Energy Committee, and this committee 
called—if this is the proper title, it is up to the Congress, 
of course—the Joint Intelligence Committee, would have 
an oversight responsibility as to the programs and the per- 


formance of the intelligence communities in the Federal 
Government. 


FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, following up on Helen’s questions, 
you were asked about the Nixon trip last weekend, and 
you said in part that it was “wholesome and healthy for 
private citizens to make these sorts of trips to China.” 
You have mentioned again tonight that former President 
Nixon is going as a private citizen. With all due respect, 
Richard Nixon is not exactly your run-of-the-mill private 
citizen. I would like to ask if you really think it is whole- 
some and healthy for the conduct of American foreign 
policy for Mr. Nixon to be making this trip? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is not going there involving any 
foreign policy matters. He is going as a guest of the 
Chinese Government, and he is going as a private citi- 
zen. He has not had any special briefings. He is going 
under the guidelines that I have suggested. 

Q. You see no complications at all to foreign policy 
in his trip? 

THE Preswent. None whatsoever. 


MISUSE OF THE SECRECY CLASSIFICATION 


Q. Mr. President, you are concerned considerably over 
leaks of classified information, national security informa- 
tion, and so on. So, I would like to ask what steps you are 
taking to assure the public that no one in your Adminis- 
tration misuses the classification system or the secrecy 
label to cover his own policy mistakes. 

Tue Preswent. The recommendations that I will 
make include that every employee of the executive branch 
of the Government sign a statement to the effect that he 
will not divulge classified information and that he ex- 
pects punishment for such a release of that information. 
In addition, I will ask for specific legislation making it a 
criminal offense for the release of such information. And 
that, I think, protects the Government against any unau- 
thorized leaks of classified secret information. Now the 
Oversight Board and the NSC will take care of any fail- 
ure to act properly in a noncriminal matter. 

Q. I would like to ask the question again because I 
think that perhaps we are talking about two different 
things. Suppose, for example, a member of your Adminis- 
tration misused the label “Official Secrecy” to cover a 
policy error or a mistake that he made, and clamped a 
secret label on it so that this mistake would not get out. 
What steps are you taking to assure the public that this 
does not happen? 

Tue Presipent. We have made the head of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, the head of the Defense Intelli- 
gence Agency, the head of the other agencies responsible 
for the conduct of people working for them, and we have 
an Inspector General system that I think will make sure 
that the other people do their jobs properly. 
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PHILOSOPHICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRESIDENT FORD 
AND RONALD REAGAN 


Q. It is my recollection, Mr. President, that a couple 
of weeks ago in an interview with Walter Cronkite you 
said that there were no real philosophical differences be- 
tween yourself and Ronald Reagan. I just wonder, when 
did you decide that there were some differences? 

THE Present. Fundamentally, I don’t think there 
are any philosophical differences. There are some prag- 
matic differences, and these I tried to explain earlier to- 
day. I have to make hard decisions as to what legislation 
I will sign or what legislation I will recommend. That is 
quite different from being able to propose a plan or a 
program in words. One is a very hard decision; the other 
is very easy to say. And I tried to illustrate those prag- 
matic differences in the carrying out of a basic, moderate, 
conservative philosophy. 

Q. But you are saying when he is much to the right of 
you and so forth, that that is not a philosophical difference 
then? 

THE PresivEeNT. Well, I think he is to the right of me 
in a pragmatic and practical way. 


DISCRIMINATION BY PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, during the Nixon Administration, 
guidance was issued to Federal executives that their acti- 
vities should never support or appear to lend support to 
private organizations which practiced exclusionary dis- 
crimination. Does your Administration follow that same 
rule? 

Tue Presment. Was that an Executive order? 

Q. It was an order that Federal executives’ activities 
should never lend support or appear to lend support to 
private organizations which practiced exclusionary dis- 
crimination. 

Tue Preswenr. I would assume that we carry out the 
same policy. 

Q. Then, can I ask you, Mr. President, why then you 
lend the prestige of your high office to discrimination by 
golfing at Burning Tree Country Club which excludes 
women? 

THe Presmwent. Well, there are—no Federal funds 
go to Burning Tree. 


DECREASED INFLATION RATE OF FOOD PRICES 


Q. Mr. President, on food prices it is reality that each 
year, not seasonal, not monthly, but each year, food prices 
go up as part of inflation. Now addressing yourself to the 
housewife—rising {68d prices—can you say to her that 
is something she should accept as a normal way of life 
or can you project 1 year, 2 years or what, that inflation 
will end on food and come back to what is called normal? 


THE Present. We have made substantial progress in 
combating inflation. When I became President, the cost 


of living was over 12 percent per year. It is down in the 
range of about 6 percent at the present time. 

We had some very good results announced last Friday 
in the wholesale price index. As a matter of fact, as I re- 
call, the food factor in the wholesale price index, as re- 
ported last Friday, was a minus, not an increase. And I 
think we are getting a good, effective handle on the ques- 
tion of inflation—not as good as we want, but we have cut 
it over 50 percent since I have been President and we are 
making increased progress in this regard. I think that we 
are achieving, particularly in the area of food, a better 
balance than we have had for a long, long time. 

Q. Well, that is why in my original question I ruled 
out seasonal or monthly. The reality is that over the years 
food prices continue to go up. The price may remain the 
same, Mr. President, on an item, but the quantity has 
been diminished. 

Tue Preswent. Well, when I became President, as I 
recall, the food prices that year had gone up something 
like 20 percent. It is now estimated that food prices in 
this calendar year will increase somewhere between 4 and 
5 percent. That is a significant improvement. It, I think, 
ought to get a little praise rather than condemnation. 
From 20 percent down to 4 or 5 percent is a lot of progress. 

Reporter. Thank you. 

NOTE: President Ford’s twenty-seventh news conference was held 


at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, 1976, in the East Room at 
the White House. It was broadcast live on radio and television. 


U.S.-Spain Treaty of Friendship 
and Cooperation 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Treaty for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
February 18, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith the Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation between the United States of 
America and Spain, signed at Madrid on January 24, 
1976, together with seven Supplementary Agreements 
and eight related exchanges of notes. For the information 
of the Senate, I transmit also the report of the Department 
of State with respect to the Treaty. 

I believe this Treaty will promote United States inter- 
ests and objectives relating to Spain and western security. 
With the advice and consent of the Senate to ratification, 
the Treaty would serve to provide a firm basis for a new 
stage in United States-Spanish relations, reflecting United 
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been imagined certainly during my lifetime. Our children 
are less naive, I think, than any previous generation of 
young people. I know my children have different views 
about a lot of things than I did at their ages. Yet our classes 
in government and in so-called civics tend to continue 
along the same outmoded lines. 

In 1971, the American Political Science Association 
reported that courses presented in this area a naive, ro- 
manticized approach. The American Bar Association 
found civic students to be widely alienated by platitudes 
and chauvinism and the methods of learning by rote. As 
Emerson said, the secret of education lies in respecting the 
pupil. This is just as true for teaching them social values 
as for teaching them anything else. 

We cannot perpetuate our value system merely by tell- 
ing our children that it is good. We can only assure its fu- 
ture by educating our children to admire its strengths, cor- 
rect its faults, and to participate effectively as citizens as 
they mature and become a part of our active adult society. 
Only then will they understand why our social values are 
worth preserving even though much in our society has 
changed. Only then will they understand why we still hold 
these truths to be self-evident. 

The growing movementto supply such education gives 
us reason to be greatly encouraged, yet most of the work 
in this field clearly remains before us. We must find new 
ways to teach students about the institutions of law and 
government which will affect their lives so much and so 
long. We can perform no finer service for the individual 
student and for American society than to provide them 
with this necessary understanding. 

One problem is that in this field, as in others, we do not 
yet really know how to measure the quality of education. 
Many of the standards we had relied on, I think many be- 
lieve, have failed us. We thought we could measure qual- 
ity by the student-teacher ratio. I, for one, did. Yet some 
studies suggest that class size within a wide range may 
have no effect on student achievement. We thought we 
could buy quick miracles in education by spending much, 
much more money, but the Coleman report of equality of 
educational opportunity and subsequent research have 
cast serious doubts on that idea. It would be far easier if we 
could measure educational quality in dollars and cents, 
but apparently we cannot. 

Education really relies on people—on the teachers who 
work in the schools, on the administrators who direct 
them. The clear and constant measure of educational 
quality is the degree of your commitment and the leader- 
ship that you provide. You deserve the thanks and, even 
more importantly, the support of all parents and all Amer- 
icans. And on behalf of them, I thank you. 


I understand the theme of this convention is “Corner- 
stone for Tomorrow.” For millions and millions of young 
Americans, the cornerstone of their tomorrow will be you. 
I have faith that you will do the job for them, for us, and 
for those who follow. And I thank you, again, for the op- 
portunity of being with you. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. at the Sheraton Park 
Hotel. 


Mark Twain National Forest 
Proclamation 4415. February 17, 1976 


DESIGNATING THE CLARK AND Mark Twaln NATIONAL 
ForESTS AS THE MARK TWAIN NATIONAL ForEST 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The Mark Twain National Forest and the Clark Na- 
tional Forest were established within the State of Missouri. 
Part of the Clark National Forest was later transferred 
to the Mark Twain National Forest; at the same time, 
part of the Mark Twain National Forest was transferred 
to the Clark National Forest. Subsequently, both national 
forests have been successfully administered as if they were 
a single national forest. This experience indicates that 
it is now in the public interest to consolidate these two 
national forests. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GerALp R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by Section 24 of the Act of March 3, 1891, 
26 Stat. 1103, as amended (16 U.S.C. 471), the Act of 
June 4, 1897, 30 Stat. 34, 36 (16 U.S.C. 473), and by 
Section 11 of the Act of March 1, 1911, 36 Stat. 963 


~ (16 U.S.C. 521), do hereby proclaim that the Clark Na- 


tional Forest in the State of Missouri (Proclamation No. 
2363 of September 11, 1939, as amended), and the 
Mark Twain National Forest in the State of Missouri 
(Proclamation No. 2362 of September 11, 1939, as 
amended), are hereby designated and hereafter shall be 
known as the Mark Twain National Forest. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this seventeenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GeErALp R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:04 p.m, 
February 17, 1976] 
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United States Ambassador 
to Tunisia 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Edward W. Mulcahy. February 17, 1976 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Edward W. Mulcahy, of Claypool, Ariz., to be 
Ambassador to the Republic of Tunisia. He will succeed 
Talcott W. Seelye, who is being reassigned. Mr. Mulcahy 
has been Senior Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for 
African Affairs since 1974. 

Born in Malden, Mass., on June 15, 1921, Mr. Mul- 
cahy graduated from Tufts College with a B.A. degree in 
1943. He received his M.A. in 1947 from Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy. He served in the United States 
Marine Corps as a lieutenant from 1943 to 1946. 

After joining the Foreign Service in 1947, Mr. Mul- 
cahy served in Mombasa, Kenya, as Consular and Eco- 
nomic Officer and later as Principal Officer. During 1949- 
50, he was Consular Officer in Munich, Germany, and 
from 1950 to 1952, he was Principal Officer in Asmara, 
Ethiopia. He returned to the Department of State in 1952 
to serve in the Near Eastern and South Asian Office of 
Personnel, and later as Officer in Charge of Trusteeship 
Affairs. 

In 1956, Mr. Mulcahy went to Athens as Political 
Officer and later served in Salisbury as Deputy Principal 
Officer. He returned to the Department of State as Officer 
in Charge of Rhodesian and Nyasaland Affairs. He was 
appointed Deputy Director of the Office of Eastern and 
South African Affairs in 1964 and was appointed Coun- 
try Director for East Africa in 1966. He attended the 
Senior Seminar in Foreign Policy at the Foreign Service 
Institute during 1966-67. From 1967 to 1970, he served 
as Deputy Chief of Mission in Tunis, Tunisia. In 1970, 
he became Deputy Chief of Mission in Lagos. He served 
as Ambassador to Chad from 1972 to 1974. 

Mr. Mulcahy is married to the former Kathleen Lyon, 
and they have five children. 


Wetlands Loan Extension 
Act of 1976 


Statement by the President Upon Signing H.R. 5608, 
While Expressing Concern About the Omission of 
Certain Administration Recommendations. 
February 17, 1976 


I have today approved H.R. 5608, a bill which pro- 
vides for the continued authorization of funds with which 
to purchase wetlands for the protection of migratory wa- 
terfowl. However, I am disappointed that the Congress 
did not accept certain Administration recommendations 
regarding this legislation. 

To accomplish the objectives of this program and to 
do so in the most sound financial manner, this Adminis- 
tration had proposed to Congress two changes. First, I 
proposed that the Secretary of the Interior be authorized 
to increase the price of the Migratory Waterfowl Hunt- 
ing Stamp, the so-called “duck stamp,” considering both 
the increasing cost of buying wetlands and other costs 
incurred in conserving waterfowl. Since 1972, the price 
of a “duck stamp” has been $5, the maximum allowed 
by law. Most duck hunters should be willing to pay up 
to $10 for a stamp to help pay the cost of conserving this 
resource. A $10 “duck stamp” would double the rev- 
enues used to purchase wetlands, making approximately 
$24 million available annually. 

Second, I proposed that the 17 percent of all migratory 
waterfowl hunters who do not currently need to buy 
stamps be required to have them. I refer to hunters under 
the age of 16, who are already required by 36 States to 
purchase hunting licenses. 

Enactment of both proposals would not only have gen- 
erated more revenues, enabling us to buy wetlands sooner, 
but would have made the acquisition program more 
nearly self-financing. 

I therefore urge the Congress to reconsider these pro- 
posals and enact them into law. 


NoTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 5608) is Public Law 94-215, 
approved February 17, 1976. 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
FEBRUARY 17, 1976 


THE PRESENT. Good evening. Won’t you all sit down, please. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 


For over a year the Nation has engaged in exhaustive investigations 
into the activity of the CIA and other intelligence units of our Govern- 
ment. Fact, hearsay, and closely held secrets—all have been spread out 


on the public record. 


We have learned many lessons from this experience, but we must not 
become obsessed with the deeds of the past. We must act for the future. 
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Tonight I am announcing plans for the first major reorganization 
of the intelligence community since 1947. 

First, I am establishing by Executive order a new command struc- 
ture for foreign intelligence. Henceforth, overall policy directions for 
intelligence will rest in only one place—the National Security Council, 
consisting of the President, the Vice President, the Secretary of State, 
and Secretary of Defense. Management of intelligence will be conducted 
by a single new committee. That committee will be chaired by the 
Director of Central Intelligence, George Bush. To monitor the perform- 
ance of our intelligence operations, I am creating a new independent 
Oversight Board to be made up of private citizens. Former Ambassador 
Robert Murphy will chair the Board and two other distinguished citi- 
zens—Steve Ailes and Leo Cherne will be the members. All of these 
units—the National Security Council, the Committee on Foreign Intel- 
ligence and the Oversight Board—will be responsible to me, so that the 
President will continue to be ultimately accountable for our intelligence 
activities. 

Second, to improve the performance of the intelligence agencies and 
to restore public confidence in them, I am issuing a comprehensive set of 
public guidelines which will serve as legally binding charters for our 
intelligence activities. The charters will provide stringent protections for 
the rights of American citizens. I will soon meet with Congressional 
leaders to map out legislation to provide judicial safeguards against 
electronic surveillance and mail openings. I will also support legislation 
that would prohibit attempts on the lives of foreign leaders in peacetime. 

Third, tomorrow, I will send to the Congress special legislation to 
safeguard critical intelligence secrets. This legislation would make it a 
crime for a Government employee who has access to certain highly 
classified information to reveal that information improperly. 

I have been guided by two imperatives. As Americans, we must not 
and will not tolerate actions by our Government which will abridge the 
rights of our citizens. At the same time, we must maintain a strong and 
effective intelligence capability in the United States. I will not be a party 
to the dismantling of the CIA or other intelligence agencies. To be 


effective, our foreign policy must be based upon a clear understanding, 


of the international environment. To operate without adequate and timely 
intelligence information will cripple our security in a world that is still 
hostile to our freedoms. 

Nor can we confine our intelligence to the question of whether there 
will be an imminent military attack. We also need information about 
the world’s economy, about political and social trends, about food supply, 
population growth, and, certainly, about terrorism. 

To protect our security diplomatically, militarily, and economically, 
we must have a comprehensive intelligence capability. The United States 
is a peace-loving nation and our foreign policy is designed to lessen the 
threat of war as well as aggression. In recent years, we have made substan- 
tial progress toward that goal—in the Middle East, in Europe, in Asia, 
and elsewhere throughout the world. 

Yet, we also recognize that the best way to secure the peace is to be 
fully prepared to defend our interests. I believe firmly in peace through 
strength. A central pillar of our strength is, of course, our armed forces. 
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But another great pillar must be our intelligence community—the dedi- 
cated men and women who gather vital information around the world 
and carry out missions that advance our interests in the world. 

The overriding task now is to rebuild the confidence as well as the 
capability of our intelligence services so that we can live securely in peace 


and freedom. 


And now ladies and gentlemen, your questions. 
Mr. Cormier [Frank Cormier, Associated Press]. 


QUESTIONS 


GEORGE BUSH 


Q. Mr. President, you’ve talked often lately, including 
tonight, about the need for a strong intelligence capabil- 
ity. You have appointed a Director of Central Intelligence 
who has little or no intelligence expertise that I am aware 
of. And I wondered, what do you see as the advantages 
of having a relative novice directing the intelligence com- 
munity? 

THE Preswent. I respectfully disagree with your 
assessment of George Bush’s capabilities and background. 
George Bush was our U.N. Ambassador and did a superb 
job at the United Nations. George Bush was our repre- 
sentative in the People’s Republic of China and in that 
capacity did extremely well. I have known George Bush 
for a number of years. I served with him in the House 
of Representatives where he did a very fine job. I am abso- 
lutely convinced he will perform superbly as the Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency. 

Q. Mr. President, are you arguing that he has intelli- 
gence, an intelligence background? 

Tue Preswenr. I think he has the intelligence to do 
the job and the experience in foreign policy. And I think 
these are major ingredients that make him an outstanding 
person for this responsibility. 

Miss Thomas [Helen Thomas, United Press Interna- 
tional]. 


FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, Robert Strauss has suggested that it 
might behoove you to ask former President Nixon to post- 
pone or cancel his trip to China, There are also reports 
that you are unhappy because it coincides with the New 
Hampshire primary. Do you have any plans to ask him 
to put off the trip? 

Tue Presment. I have no such plans. Mr. Nixon is 
going to the People’s Republic of China as a private citi- 
zen at the invitation of that Government. I don’t believe 
for any alleged political purposes that I should intervene 
with the invitation of a foreign government to have a 
private American citizen visit that country. 

Q. But do you think if the Chinese Government sends 
a special plane which lands at a military airport, asks for 
the top media in this country to cover him—some 20 rep- 


resentatives—you send your special briefing books on the 
change in leadership, and it still is a private trip in their 
eyes? 

THE Present. Let me answer several of those ques- 
tions. You have asked a good many of them. 

First, there has been no special briefing given to Mr. 
Nixon. He has received periodic briefings or information 
concerning world affairs from the national or Federal 
Government. There was no special briefing given to him 
in relationship to this trip. 

Whether or not he will land at a civilian or a military 
airport has not been determined. It is a decision on the 
part of the Chinese Government as to where they would 
like to land and they have to ask us which of several air- 
ports. If and when we get a specific request, we will act 
on it. 


PRESIDENT’S ROLE IN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Q. Mr. President, at first reading on your reform of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, you seem to be putting 
the Agency more under the dominance and more under 
the control of the office of the Presidency, and we know 
that office has abused the CIA in the past. And I am 
wondering what you have done to make sure that does 
not occur again since you are not apparently making an 
outside agent, outside of the White House, responsible 
for the CIA? 

Tue Present. I think a President ought to be ac- 
countable. And what we have sought to do in this case 
is to make the process and the decisionmaking fall on the 
shoulders of the President, and he will be held account- 
able by the American people. In each of the cases—of 
the Director of the Central Intelligence or any of the other 
intelligence agencies—the directives or the guidelines will 
hold special individuals accountable for what happens in 
their particular area of responsibility. But the final and the 
ultimate responsibility falls on the shoulders of the Pres- 
ident. In my case, I am willing to assume that responsi- 
bility, and I can assure you it will be handled in the most 
appropriate way. 

Q. If you are setting a precedent, though, for future 
Presidents by giving them more authority over the CIA, 
would you agree that it also invites the prospect of a 
temptation for abuse of the CIA? 

Tue Present. It should not happen. And I would 
hope that the American people will elect a President who 
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will not abuse that responsibility. I certainly don’t in- 
tend to. 


POLICY DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRESIDENT FORD AND 
RONALD REAGAN 


Q. Mr. President, last weekend in Florida you sug- 
gested that anyone to the right of you politically could 
not be elected as President. Newsmen assumed you were 
referring to Ronald Reagan, but you were not entirely 
specific, and I would like to pin you down now. 

Do you believe that Reagan is so far to the right that 
he cannot win a nacional election? And, if you do believe 
that, I would like to know what you base your opinion on, 
especially in light of the fact that he was twice elected 
Governor of the most populous State in the country by 
large margins? 

Tue Preswent. I was referring to anybody in either 
political party who is to the right of me, and there are 
some in the Democratic Party and some—I think Gov- 
ernor Reagan is to the right of me philosophically. It 
seems to me that there are some differences, for example, 
between Governor Reagan and myself. 

Let’s take the issue of social security. He has suggested 
from time to time that it ought to be voluntary, not man- 
datory as it is under the existing law. He has suggested 
that maybe the funds from the social security program 
ought to be invested in the stock market. I disagree with 
both of those proposals. I believe in the firm integrity 
of the social security program and the way I have sug- 
gested, it seems to me, is the better approach. 


Governor Reagan has suggested a $90 billion cut in 
Federal expenditures, transferring the responsibilities and 
the programs to the local and State officials where they 
either have to abandon the programs or raise taxes to 
support them. I disagree with that approach. 

I think that the better way to do it is to take the Federal 
funds and transfer them to the State and local units of 
government so that those services can be provided at the 
State and local level much more effectively. 

These are some of the differences that exist between Mr. 
Reagan and myself. It is a somewhat different philosophy. 

Q. But specifically, do you believe he cannot win a 
national election? 

Tue Preswent. I believe that anybody to the right 
of me, Democratic or Republican, can’t win a national 
election. 


OUTLOOK ON NEW HAMPSHIRE AND FLORIDA PRIMARIES 


Q. Mr. President, are you ready to say now flatly that 
you are confident of winning the New Hampshire and/ 
or the Florida primary? 

Tue Present. I think we will do well in both. I 
certainly was greatly encouraged by the 2 days we were 
in Florida last weekend. The crowds were very large. The 


enthusiasm of not only my party workers but the public 
generally was extremely encouraging. We are going to 
New Hampshire on Thursday and Friday of this week, 
and I am led to believe that we will be warmly received 
there. So I am encouraged in both cases. 

Q. Do you expect to win? 

Tue Present. Well, when I say I am encouraged, 
I think that is quite indicative that I think I will do very 
well. 


REORGANIZATION PLAN FOR INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 


Q. Mr. President, your opening remarks concerning 
the Central Intelligence Agency sounded considerably 
like an official secrets act which applies in Great Britain. 
Now this act has been criticized as being beyond the 
constitutional realm that we apply here in the United 
States. 

First of all, do you agree with that assessment? And 
secondly, wouldn’t—if you received this kind of legisla- 
tion—wouldn’t this in the future prevent the kind of dis- 
closures which have brought out the abuses in the Central 
Intelligence Agency? 

THE Preswent. I categorically disagree with your 
assessment. It is a great deal different from the official 
secrets act that prevails in Great Britain. As a matter of 
fact, this is much more restrictive on the foreign intelli- 
gence community in the United States than anything that 
has been in existence in the past. 

There are a number of specific limitations as to what 
foreign intelligence agencies in the United States can do. 
They are spelled out and there is an official charter for 
each one of the intelligence agencies. 

And I am recommending to the Congress several very 
specific pieces of legislation which are, I think, construc- 
tive and quite contrary to the impression you left with 
your question. 

For example, I am recommending that the Attorney 
General proceed to work with the Congress to establish 
legislation for electronic surveillance so that he, repre- 
senting the Administration, would have to go to the court 
to get the authority even in national security matters. 
Under the present setup, the Attorney General can sim- 
ply do it without going to the court if it involves national 
security. This is quite contrary to the impression that you 
raised with the question that you asked. 


So I think we are going down the middle trying to 
make certain and positive that the intelligence capability 
of this country is first class and, at the same time, that the 
rights of individuals are adequately protected. 

Q. The second part of my question, Mr. President, was 
whether the legislation to prevent leaks in the third point 
of your opening remarks would not mean that the United 
States would once again be subjected, perhaps in the 
future, to abuses that had been exposed through the fact 
that people were not put in jail by leaking information? 
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THe Present. Well, under the organization that I 
have established or will establish tomorrow, and under 
the legislation that I have recommended, there won’t be 
any abuses, and the people, if there are any abuses, will be 
held accountable. So I don’t feel at all apprehensive that 
what happened in the past will be repeated in the future. 


THE PRESIDENT’S FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Q. Mr. President, your financial statement that was 
released earlier in the week shows that, despite some very 
heavy tax bites for Federal and State taxes, you ended up 
with about $135,000 in expendable income last year. It 
also showed that you made no investments and that you 
were not able to save any of that. Can you tell us how you 
can spend $2,600 a week when you don’t have to pay any 
rent or any mortgage payments? [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. I am glad that you were scrutinizing 
my complete and full disclosure of my financial activities. 
Let me say this: During that period of time, I had at least 
three of my four children in college, and most of you know 
that that is not a cheap operation. I paid for it. They 
didn’t borrow any money, they didn’t get any scholarships, 
et cetera. That accounts for part of it. And, quite frankly, 
I have sought to help my children so that at the time when 
I am no longer in a position to help them financially, I 
have made some investments for them, which is perfectly 
permitted under our laws of this country. 

So between supporting them in college and trying to 
help them get a start when they get through college, I 
think we can account for every penny. 


CONGRESSIONAL DISCLOSURE OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 


Q. Mr. President, you have not said anything about 
Members of Congress who reveal classified information. 
Does that concern you? 

THE PresiwentT. It does, and we have had some experi- 
ences. And I am not pointing a finger at anybody, but cer- 
tain information which we supplied to the Congress—to 
the House of Representatives—to a committee of the 
House—somehow either through a Member or through a 
staff member, highly classified material has been made 
public. This is something that the Congress, I think, has to 
address itself to. The Constitution protects a Member of 
the Congress, but it does not protect the illegal making of 
such information public for a staff member. But I think 
the Congress has to clean up its own house, and I have 
urged them to doso. And I hope they will. 

Q. Mr. President, until they take some steps in that 
direction, will this affect your providing classified informa- 
tion to Capitol Hill? 

Tue Present. In the case of most committees, we 
have had no trouble whatsoever. There has been good co- 
operation. The arrangements have been lived up to. On 
the other hand, even after the House of Representatives, 
by almost a two-to-one margin, said a report that had 


highly classified information in it should not be released, it 
was leaked to certain individuals and to certain 
publications. 

I think the House of Representatives ought to take some 
action. We have agreed to cooperate with them in what- 
ever legal way they would ask us to do so. But I think it is 
a very serious matter, what happened in this one case. 


ROLES OF THE OVERSIGHT BOARD AND THE 40 COMMITTEE 


Q. Mr. President, will your new Oversight Board 
supersede the 40 Committee? 

THE PresweEnT. No. We have an Oversight Committee 
composed of three members: Ambassador Murphy, Steve 
Ailes, and Leo Cherne. That is a group that looks to make 
certain that there are no violations of the new restrictions 
and has an oversight responsibility working with the in- 
spector generals in each of the intelligence agencies. 

The 40 Committee is having a name change and some 
change in personnel. It will now be given a new name, but 
it will have on it the following people. It will have the 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, 
it will have the Secretary of State, the Secretary of De- 
fense, the Director of Intelligence, George Bush, the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It will have two ob- 
servers—one, the Attorney General and, two, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. 

So there are two separate organizations—the one I just 
described to handle covert operations recommended to the 
National Security Council and to me as President, and the 
Oversight Board, which will check up on any abuses. 


PROHIBITION OF ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS ON 
FOREIGN LEADERS 


Q. Mr. President, in your opening statement on intelli- 
gence, you said that you would support legislation that 
would prohibit attempts on the lives of foreign leaders. 
Was it your intention to leave open the possibility of at- 
tempts on the lives of people in other cases—that is, people 
who are not leaders—and, if so, will your specific guide- 
lines to the intelligence community address ‘itself to this 
problem? 

Tue Present. I have said previously that I would 
not condone or authorize assassinations, period—certainly 
not in peacetime. So the legislation, I trust, will follow 
those guidelines. 


UNEMPLOYMENT LEGISLATION 


Q. Mr. President, to turn to another subject—unem- 
ployment. In your State of Michigan, it covers around 13 
percent, which is above the 8.5 national average, and you 
are vetoing the public works bill. As a compromise, do you 
smile upon Senator Griffin’s bill as a compromise? 

Tue Present. I think it is a far better piece of legis- 
lation than the legislation that the Congress passed and I 
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have vetoed. The bill that came down to the White House 
really is a hoax. It is a campaign year document. It 
allegedly says it will provide 800,000 jobs. The truth is it 
will provide no more than 100,000 to 120,000 jobs at a 
cost—and this is the unbelievable part—of $25,000 per 
job. 

Now, we can do a better job using that money else- 
where. So I vetoed it. I hope that we can get it sustained. 
And, if the Congress comes back with a proposal recom- 
mended by Senator Griffin and Congressman Garry 
Brown, which provides for the channelling of Federal 
funds of significantly less amounts into programs that are 
ready to go at local levels in areas where the unemploy- 
ment is over 8 percent and as long as the national unem- 
ployment is over 7 percent, it would provide for about 
$750 million. It could be done quickly. It could be done 
much more cheaply, and it will be far more effective. 

Now it seems to me that the bill that I vetoed cannot be 
defended in any way whatsoever. The cost is high per job. 
It will be late in being implemented. Actually, the jobs 
won't be available for almost 9 months to 18 months. We 
hope and expect to be out of the problems we are in, 
significantly, by that time. So the alternatives suggested by 
Senator Griffin and Congressman Brown are far, far 
better. 

FBI INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Q. Mr. President, you made no reference in your open- 
ing statement to abuses by the FBI, and some of the great- 
est abuses in the intelligence gathering were conducted by 
that agency. What do you have in mind for putting more 
severe controls on the FBI in intelligence gathering? 

THE PresweENtT. The Attorney General is in the process 
right now of writing very strict guidelines involving the 
activities of the FBI, and he expects to have those guide- 
lines available and in place and effective within a rela- 
tively short period of time. And those guidelines will take 
care of the problems that you have raised. 


CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT RESPONSIBILITY 


Q. Mr. President, as I understand it then, those guide- 
lines would be the result of Executive action, and, as I 
understand it as well, much of what you propose here 
this evening will be the result of Executive actions, some 
of which you have already taken. Do you foresee no role 
for the Congress in oversight of intelligence-gathering ac- 
tivity at the time that it is going on, either foreign or 
domestic? 

Tue Preswent. I will issue Executive orders involv- 
ing the foreign intelligence agencies. The Attorney Gen- 
eral will do it as it affects the FBI. The Congress, I hope, 
will establish a joint committee along the format of the 
Joint Atomic Energy Committee, and this committee 
called—if this is the proper title, it is up to the Congress, 
of course—the Joint Intelligence Committee, would have 
an oversight responsibility as to the programs and the per- 


formance of the intelligence communities in the Federal 
Government. 


FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON’S VISIT TO CHINA 


Q. Mr. President, following up on Helen’s questions, 
you were asked about the Nixon trip last weekend, and 
you said in part that it was “wholesome and healthy for 
private citizens to make these sorts of trips to China.” 
You have mentioned again tonight that former President 
Nixon is going as a private citizen. With all due respect, 
Richard Nixon is not exactly your run-of-the-mill private 
citizen. I would like to ask if you really think it is whole- 
some and healthy for the conduct of American foreign 
policy for Mr. Nixon to be making this trip? 

THE PrEsweENT. He is not going there involving any 
foreign policy matters. He is going as a guest of the 
Chinese Government, and he is going as a private citi- 
zen. He has not had any special briefings. He is going 
under the guidelines that I have suggested. 

Q. You see no complications at all to foreign policy 
in his trip? 

THE PresweEnT. None whatsoever. 


MISUSE OF THE SECRECY CLASSIFICATION 


Q. Mr. President, you are concerned considerably over 
leaks of classified information, national security informa- 
tion, and so on. So, I would like to ask what steps you are 
taking to assure the public that no one in your Adminis- 
tration misuses the classification system or the secrecy 
label to cover his own policy mistakes. 

THe Preswent. The recommendations that I will 
make include that every employee of the executive branch 
of the Government sign a statement to the effect that he 
will not divulge classified information and that he ex- 
pects punishment for such a release of that information. 
In addition, I will ask for specific legislation making it a 
criminal offense for the release of such information. And 
that, I think, protects the Government against any unau- 
thorized leaks of classified secret information. Now the 
Oversight Board and the NSC will take care of any fail- 
ure to act properly in a noncriminal matter. 

Q. I would like to ask the question again because I 
think that perhaps we are talking about two different 
things. Suppose, for example, a member of your Adminis- 
tration misused the label “Official Secrecy” to cover a 
policy error or a mistake that he made, and clamped a 
secret label on it so that this mistake would not get out. 
What steps are you taking to assure the public that this 
does not happen? 

Tue Presiwent. We have made the head of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency, the head of the Defense Intelli- 
gence Agency, the head of the other agencies responsible 
for the conduct of people working for them, and we have 
an Inspector General system that I think will make sure 
that the other people do their jobs properly. 


Volume 12—Number 8 





cow OQ AS Bb 


© -& -48° 


—= oma — a 


eee = eae ee 





ms, 
und 
for 
” 
ent 
ect, 
rate 
ole- 


any 
the 
citi- 
ing 


licy 


ver 


ita 
au- 
fail- 


se I 
rent 
nis- 
ra 


ible 
lave 
sure 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 233 


PHILOSOPHICAL DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRESIDENT FORD 
AND RONALD REAGAN 


Q. It is my recollection, Mr. President, that a couple 
of weeks ago in an interview with Walter Cronkite you 
said that there were no real philosophical differences be- 
tween yourself and Ronald Reagan. I just wonder, when 
did you decide that there were some differences? 

THe Present. Fundamentally, I don’t think there 
are any philosophical differences. There are some prag- 
matic differences, and these I tried to explain earlier to- 
day. I have to make hard decisions as to what legislation 
I will sign or what legislation I will recommend. That is 
quite different from being able to propose a plan or a 
program in words. One is a very hard decision; the other 
is very easy to say. And I tried to illustrate those prag- 
matic differences in the carrying out of a basic, moderate, 
conservative philosophy. 

Q. But you are saying when he is much to the right of 
you and so forth, that that is not a philosophical difference 
then? 

THE PresiwenT. Well, I think he is to the right of me 
in a pragmatic and practical way. 


DISCRIMINATION BY PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, during the Nixon Administration, 
guidance was issued to Federal executives that their acti- 
vities should never support or appear to lend support to 
private organizations which practiced exclusionary dis- 
crimination. Does your Administration follow that same 
rule? 

Tue Presment. Was that an Executive order? 

Q. It was an order that Federal executives’ activities 
should never lend support or appear to lend support to 
private organizations which practiced exclusionary dis- 
crimination. 

Tue Preswenr. I would assume that we carry out the 
same policy. 

Q. Then, can I ask you, Mr. President, why then you 
lend the prestige of your high office to discrimination by 
golfing at Burning Tree Country Club which excludes 
women? 

Tue Presment. Well, there are—no Federal funds 
go to Burning Tree. 


DECREASED INFLATION RATE OF FOOD PRICES 


Q. Mr. President, on food prices it is reality that each 
year, not seasonal, not monthly, but each year, food prices 
go up as part of inflation. Now addressing yourself to the 
housewife—rising {68d prices—can you say to her that 
is something she should accept as a normal way of life 
or can you project 1 year, 2 years or what, that inflation 
will end on food and come back to what is called normal? 

Tue Present. We have made substantial progress in 
combating inflation. When I became President, the cost 


of living was over 12 percent per year. It is down in the 
range of about 6 percent at the present time. 

We had some very good results announced last Friday 
in the wholesale price index. As a matter of fact, as I re- 
call, the food factor in the wholesale price index, as re- 
ported last Friday, was a minus, not an increase. And I 
think we are getting a good, effective handle on the ques- 
tion of inflation—not as good as we want, but we have cut 
it over 50 percent since I have been President and we are 
making increased progress in this regard. I think that we 
are achieving, particularly in the area of food, a better 
balance than we have had for a long, long time. 

Q. Well, that is why in my original question I ruled 
out seasonal or monthly. The reality is that over the years 
food prices continue to go up. The price may remain the 
same, Mr. President, on an item, but the quantity has 
been diminished. 

Tue Preswent. Well, when I became President, as I 
recall, the food prices that year had gone up something 
like 20 percent. It is now estimated that food prices in 
this calendar year will increase somewhere between 4 and 
5 percent. That is a significant improvement. It, I think, 
ought to get a little praise rather than condemnation. 
From 20 percent down to 4 or 5 percent is a lot of progress. 

REPORTER. Thank you. 

NOTE: President Ford’s twenty-seventh news conference was held 


at 8 p.m. on Tuesday, February 17, 1976, in the East Room at 
the White House. It was broadcast live on radio and television. 


U.S.-Spain Treaty of Friendship 
and Cooperation 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Treaty for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
February 18, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith the Treaty of 
Friendship and Cooperation between the United States of 
America and Spain, signed at Madrid on January 24, 
1976, together with seven Supplementary Agreements 
and eight related exchanges of notes. For the information 
of the Senate, I transmit also the report of the Department 
of State with respect to the Treaty. 

I believe this Treaty will promote United States inter- 
ests and objectives relating to Spain and western security. 
With the advice and consent of the Senate to ratification, 
the Treaty would serve to provide a firm basis for a new 
stage in United States-Spanish relations, reflecting United 
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States support for and encouragement of the important 
evolution which has begun in Spain and to which the 
Spanish Government renewed its commitment in connec- 
tion with the signing of the Treaty. The Treaty reflects 
the mutual conviction of Spain and the United States 
that the proper course of this evolution should include, 
as major objectives, the integration of Spain into the 
institutions of Europe and the North Atlantic defense 
system and should include a broadly based cooperative 
relationship with the United States in all areas of mutual 
interest. The Treaty should contribute positively to the 
achievement of these goals. 

In the area of western security, the agreement provides 
for a continuation of the important contribution made by 
Spain through facilities and related military rights 
accorded United States forces on Spanish territory. The 
agreement reflects a careful balancing of Spanish concerns 
with the changing requirements of United States military 
deployment. As a new development of the United States- 
Spanish defense relationship, the Treaty establishes mech- 
anisms and guidelines, such as those reflected in the 
provisions dealing with military planning and coordina- 
tion, to help develop an active Spanish contribution to 
western security, a contribution which complements and is 
coordinated with existing arrangements. The Treaty does 
not expand the existing United States defense commit- 
ment in the North Atlantic Treaty area nor does it create 
an additional bilateral one. Finally, the Treaty pledges 
military assistance to the Spanish armed forces in their 
program of upgrading and modernization. The major 
portion of that assistance is in the form of loan repayment 
guarantees. The actual cost to the United States taxpayer 
is expected to be far lower than the figures listed in the 
agreement. 

I recommend that the Senate give prompt consideration 
to the Treaty and consent to its ratification. 

Geratp R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 18, 1976. 


U:.S.-Swiss Treaty on Mutual 
Assistance in Criminal Matters 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Treaty for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
February 18, 1976 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith the Treaty between the United 
States of America and the Swiss Confederation on 
Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at Bern on 
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May 25, 1973, six exchanges of interpretative letters of 
the same date, and an exchange of interpretative letters 
dated December 23, 1975. I urge that the Senate advise 
and consent to ratification of the Treaty and related 
matters. 

The Treaty is the first major international agreement 
by the United States aimed at obtaining information and 
evidence needed for criminal investigations and prosecu- 
tions. Cooperation of this kind with Switzerland is 
uniquely important because of its position as an interna- 
tional financial center. Despite the general cooperation 
of Swiss authorities in criminal cases, the procedures for 
obtaining needed information have been generally pon- 
derous and inadequate. Despite this cooperation, United 
States law enforcement and investigative agencies have 
frequently encountered severe difficulties in obtaining 
needed information from Swiss banks because of banking 
secrecy laws. 

The new Treaty, as implemented by Swiss legislation, 
should open up new avenues of cooperation in Switzer- 
land and greatly facilitate the work of the United States 
law enforcement and prosecutive agencies, especially in 
dealing with cases involving organized crime. Assistance 
will extend to ascertaining the whereabouts of persons, 
taking testimony, producing and preserving judicial and 
other documents, records and evidence, and serving and 
authenticating judicial and administrative documents. 

The Treaty is expected to provide a useful and signifi- 
cant tool in combating crime and bringing offenders to 
justice. I recommend that the Senate give the Treaty 
and related letters prompt consideration and consent to 
their ratification. 

GeraLp R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 18, 1976. 


United States Foreign 
Intelligence Activities 


Executive Order 11905. February 18, 1976 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu- 
tion and statutes of the United States, including the 
‘National Security Act of 1947, as amended, and as 
President of the United States of America, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 
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Section 1. Purpose. The purpose of this Order is to 
establish policies to improve-the quality of intelligence 
needed for national security, to clarify the authority and 
responsibilities of the intelligence departments and agen- 
cies, and to establish effective oversight to assure com- 
pliance with law in the management and direction of in- 
telligence agencies and departments of the national 
government. 

Sec. 2. Definitions. For the purpose of this Order, un- 
less otherwise indicated, the following terms shall have 
these meanings: 

(a) Intelligence means: 

(1) Foreign intelligence which means information, 
other than foreign counterintelligence, on the capabilities, 
intentions and activities of foreign powers, organizations 
or their agents; and 

(2) Foreign counterintelligence which means activities 
conducted to protect the United States and United States 
citizens from foreign espionage, sabotage, subversion, 
assassination or terrorism. 

(b) Intelligence Community refers to the following 
organizations : 

(1) Central Intelligence Agency; 

(2) National Security Agency; 

(3) Defense Intelligence Agency; 

(4) Special offices within the Department of Defense 
for the collection of specialized intelligence through 
reconnaissance programs; 

(5) Intelligence elements of the military services; 


(6) Intelligence element of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation ; 
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(7) Intelligence element of the Department of State; 

(8) Intelligence element of the Department of the 
Treasury ; and 

(9) Intelligence element of the Energy Research and 
Development Administration. 

(c) Special activities in support of national foreign 
policy objectives means activities, other than the collection 
and production of intelligence and related support func- 
tions, designed to further official United States programs 
and policies abroad which are planned and executed so 
that the role of the United States Government is not 
apparent or publicly acknowledged. 

(d) National Foreign Intelligence Program means the 
programs of the Central Intelligence Agency and the 
special offices within the Department of Defense for the 
collection of specialized intelligence through reconnais- 
sance programs, the Consolidated Cryptologic Program, 
and those elements of the General Defense Intelligence 
Program and other programs of the departments and 
agencies, not including tactical intelligence, designated 
by the Committee on Foreign Intelligence as part of the 
Program. 

Sec. 3. Control and Direction of National Intelligence 
Organizations. 

(a) National Security Council. 

(1) The National Security Council was established by 
the National Security Act of 1947 to advise the President 
with respect to the integration of domestic, foreign, and 
military policies relating to the national security. Statu- 
tory members of the National Security Council are the 
President, the Vice President, the Secretary of State, and 
the Secretary of Defense. 

(2) Among its responsibilities, the National Security 
Council shall provide guidance and direction to the de- 
velopment and formulation of national intelligence 
activities. 

(3) The National Security Council shall conduct a 
semi-annual review of intelligence policies and of on- 
going special activities in support of national Foreign 
policy objectives. These reviews shall consider the needs of 
users of intelligence and the timeliness and quality of 
intelligence products and the continued appropriateness 
of special activities in support of national Foreign policy 
objectives. The National Security Council shall consult 
with the Secretary of the Treasury and such other users of 
intelligence as designated by the President as part of these 
reviews. 

(b) Committee on Foreign Intelligence. 

(1) There is established the Committee on Foreign 
Intelligence (hereinafter referred to as the CFI), which 
shall be composed of the Director of Central Intelligence, 
hereinafter referred to as the DCI, who shall be the 
Chairman; the Deputy Secretary of Defense for Intelli- 
gence; and the Deputy Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs. The CFI shall report directly to 
the National Security Council. 
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(2) The CFI shall (i) control budget preparation and 
resource allocation for the National Foreign Intelligence 
Program. 

(A) The CFI shall, prior to submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget, review, and amend as it deems 
appropriate, the budget for the National Foreign Intelli- 
gence Program. 

(B) The CFI shall also adopt rules governing the re- 
programming of funds within this budget. Such rules 
may require that reprogrammings of certain types or 
amounts be given prior approval by the CFI. 

(ii) Establish policy priorities for the collection and 
production of national intelligence. 

(iii) Establish policy for the management of the Na- 
tional Foreign Intelligence Program. 

(iv) Provide guidance on the relationship between tac- 
tical and national intelligence; however, neither the 
DCI nor the CFI shall have responsibility for tactical 
intelligence. 

(v) Provide continuing guidance to the Intelligence 
Community in order to ensure compliance with policy 
directions of the NSC. 

(3) The CFI shall be supported by the Intelligence 
Community staff headed by the Deputy to the Director of 
Central Intelligence for the Intelligence Community. 

(4) The CFI shall establish such subcommittees as it 
deems appropriate to ensure consultation with members 
of the Intelligence Community on policies and guidance 
issued by the CFI. 

(5) Decisions of the CFI may be reviewed by the Na- 
tional Security Council upon appeal by the Director of 
Central Intelligence or any member of the National 
Security Council. 

(c) The Operations Advisory Group. 

(1) There is established the Operations Advisory Group 
(hereinafter referred to as the Operations Group), which 
shall be composed of the Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; the Secretaries of State and 
Defense; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and 
the Director of Central Intelligence. The Chairman shall 
be designated by the President. The Attorney General 
and the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
or their representatives, and others who may be des- 
ignated by the President, shall attend all meetings as 
observers. 

(2) The Operations Group shall (i) consider and de- 
velop a policy recommendation, including any dissents, 
for the President prior to his decision on each special ac- 
tivity in support of national foreign policy objectives. 

(ii) Conduct periodic reviews of programs previously 
considered by the Operations Group. 

(iii) Give approval for specific sensitive intelligence 


collection operations as designated by the Operations 
Group. 
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(iv) Conduct periodic reviews of ongoing sensitive in- 
telligerice collection operations. 

(3) The Operations Group shall discharge the respon- 
sibilities assigned by subparagraphs (c)(2)(i) and (c) 
(2) (iii) of this section only after consideration in a formal 
meeting attended by all members and observers; or, in 
unusual circumstances when any member or observer is 
unavailable, when a designated representative of the mem- 
ber or observer attends. 

(4) The staff of the National Security Council shall 
provide support to the Operations Group. 

(d) Director of Central Intelligence. 

(1) The Director of Central Intelligence, pursuant to 
the National Security Act of 1947, shall be responsible 
directly to the National Security Council and the Presi- 
dent. He shall: 

(i) Chair the CFI. 

(ii) Act as executive head of the CIA and Intelligence 
Community staff. 

(iii) Ensure the development and submission of a 
budget for the National Foreign Intelligence Program to 
the CFI. 

(iv) Act as the President’s primary adviser on foreign 
intelligence and provide him and other officials in the 
Executive branch with foreign intelligence, including Na- 
tional Intelligence Estimates; develop national intelligence 
requirements and priorities; and supervise production and 
dissemination of national intelligence. 

(v) Ensure appropriate implementation of special 
activities in support of national foreign policy objectives. 

(vi) Establish procedures to ensure the propriety of 
requests, and responses thereto, from the White House 
Staff or other Executive departments and agencies to the 
Intelligence Community. 

(vii) Ensure that appropriate programs are developed 
which properly protect intelligence sources, methods and 
analytical procedures. His responsibility within the United 
States shall be limited to: ; 

(A) Protection by lawful means against disclosure by 
present or former employees of the Central Intelligence 
Agency or persons, or employees of persons or organiza- 
tions, presently or formerly under contract with the 
Agency; 

(B) providing leadership, guidance and technical assist- 
ance to other government departments and agencies per- 
forming foreign intelligence activities; and 

(C) in cases involving serious or continuing security 
violations, recommending to the Attorney General that 
the case be referred to the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion for further investigation. 

(viii) Establish a vigorous program to downgrade and 
declassify foreign intelligence information as appropriate 
and consistent with Executive Order No. 11652. 

(ix) Ensure the existence of strong Inspector General 
capabilities in all elements of the Intelligence Community 
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and that each Inspector General submits quarterly to the 
Intelligence Oversight Board a report which sets forth 
any questionable activities in which that intelligence orga- 
nization has engaged or is engaged. 

(x) Ensure the establishment, by the Intelligence Com- 
munity, of common security standards for managing and 
handling foreign intelligence systems, information and 
products, and for granting access thereto. 

(xi) Act as the principal spokesman to the Congress 
for the Intelligence Community and facilitate the use of 
foreign intelligence products by Congress. 

(xii) Promote the development and maintenance by 
the Central Intelligence Agency of services of common 
concern to the Intelligence Community organizations, in- 
cluding multi-discipline analysis, national level intelligence 
products, and a national level current intelligence 
publication. 

(xiii) Establish uniform criteria for the identification, 
selection, and designation of relative priorities for the 
transmission of critical intelligence, and provide the Sec- 
retary of Defense with continuing guidance as to the 
communications requirements of the Intelligence Com- 
munity for the transmission of such intelligence. 

(xiv) Establish such committees of collectors, pro- 
ducers and users of intelligence to assist in his conduct 
of his responsibilities as he deems appropriate. 

(xv) Consult with users and producers of intelligence, 
including the Departments of State, Treasury, and De- 
fense, the military services, the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, the Energy Research and Development 
Administration, and the Council of Economic Advisors, 
to ensure the timeliness, relevancy and quality of the in- 
telligence product. 

(2) To assist the Director of Central Intelligence in 
the supervision and direction of the Intelligence Com- 
munity, the position of Deputy to the Director of Central 
Intelligence for the Intelligence Community is hereby es- 
tablished (Committee on Foreign Intelligence). 

(3) To assist the Director of Central Intelligence in 
the supervision and direction of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, the Director of Central Intelligence shall, to the 
extent consistent with his statutory responsibilities, dele- 
gate the day-to-day operation of the Central Intelligence 
Agency to the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence (50 
U.S.C. 403(a) ). 

(4) To assist the DCI in the fulfillment of his respon- 
sibilities, the heads of all departments and agencies shall 
give him access to all information relevant to the foreign 
intelligence needs of the United States. Relevant informa- 
tion requested by the DCI shall be provided, and the 
DCI shall take appropriate steps to maintain its 
confidentiality. 

Sec. 4. Responsibilities and Duties of the Intelligence 
Community. Purpose. The rules of operation prescribed 
by this section of the Order relate to the activities of our 
foreign intelligence agencies. In some instances, detailed 


implementation of this Executive order will be contained 
in classified documents because of the sensitivity of the 
information and its relation to national security. All such 
classified instructions will be consistent with this Order. 
Unless otherwise specified within this section, its provi- 
sions apply to activities both inside and outside the United 
States, and all references to law are to applicable laws 
of the United States. Nothing in this section of this Order 
shall be construed to interfere with any law-enforcement 
responsibility of any department or agency. 

(a) Senior Officials of the Intelligence Community. 
The senior officials of the CIA, Departments of State, 
Treasury and Defense, ERDA and the FBI shall ensure 
that, in discharging the duties and responsibilities enu- 
merated for their organizations which relate to foreign in- 
telligence, they are responsive to the needs of the Presi- 
dent, the National Security Council and other elements 
of the Government. In carrying out their duties and re- 
sponsibilities, senior officials shal! ensure that all policies 
and directives relating to intelligence activities are carried 
out in accordance with law and this Order, including Sec- 
tion 5, and shall: 

(1) Make appropriate use of the capabilities of the 
other elements of the Intelligence Community in order 
to achieve maximum efficiency. 

(2) Contribute in areas of his responsibility to the na- 
tional intelligence products produced under auspices of 
the Director of Central Intelligence. 

(3) Establish internal policies and guidelines govern- 
ing employee conduct and ensuring that such are made 
known to, and acknowledged by, each employee. 

(4) Provide for a strong and independent organiza- 
tion for identification and inspection of, and reporting on, 
unauthorized activity. 

(5) Report to the Attorney General that information 
which relates to detection or prevention of possible vio- 
lations of law by any person, including an employee of the 
senior official’s department or agency. 

(6) Furnish to the Director of Central Intelligence, 
the CFI, the Operations Group, the President’s Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board, and the Intelligence Over- 
sight Board all of the information required for the per- 
formance of their respective duties. 

(7) Participate, as appropriate, in the provision of 
services of common concern as directed by the Director 
of Central Intelligence and provide other departments and 
agencies with such mutual assistance as may be within 
his capabilities and as may be required in the interests of 
the Intelligence Community for reasons of economy, 
effectiveness, or operational necessity. 

(8) Protect intelligence and intelligence sources and 
methods within his department or agency, consistent with 
policies and guidance of the Director of Central 
Intelligence. 

(9) Conduct a continuing review of all classified ma- 
terial originating within his organization and promptly 
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declassifying such material consistent with Executive 
Order No. 11652, as amended. 

(10) Provide administrative and support functions re- 
quired by his department or agency. 

(b) The Central Intelligence Agency. All duties and 
responsibilities of the Central Intelligence Agency shall 
be related to the foreign intelligence functions outlined 
below. As authorized by the National Security Act of 
1947, as amended, the CIA Act of 1949, as amended, and 
other laws, regulations, and directives, the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency shall: 

(1) Produce and disseminate foreign intelligence re- 
lating to the national security, including foreign political, 
economic, scientific, technical, military, sociological, and 
geographic intelligence, to meet the needs of the President, 
the National Security Council, and other elements of the 
United States Government. 

(2) Develop and conduct programs to collect political, 
economic, scientific, technical, military, geographic, and 
sociological information, not otherwise obtainable, relat- 
ing to foreign intelligence, in accordance with directives 
of the National Security Council. 

(3) Collect and produce intelligence on foreign aspects 
of international terrorist activities and traffic in narcotics. 

(4) Conduct foreign counterintelligence activities out- 
side the United States and when in the United States in 
coordination with the FBI subject to the approval of the 
Attorney General. 

(5) Carry out such other special activities in support of 
national foreign policy objectives as may be directed by the 
President or the National Security Council and which are 
within the limits of applicable law. 

(6) Conduct, for the Intelligence Community, services 
of common concern as directed by the National Security 
Council, such as monitoring of foreign public radio and 
television broadcasts and foreign press services, collection 
of foreign intelligence information from cooperating 
sources in the United States, acquisition and translation of 
foreign publications and photographic interpretation. 

(7) Carry out or contract for research, development 
and procurement of technical systems and devices relating 
to the functions authorized in this subsection. 

(8) Protect the security of its installations, activities, 
information and personnel. In order to maintain this secu- 
rity, the CIA shall conduct such investigations of appli- 
cants, employees, and other persons with similar associa- 
tions with the CIA as are necessary. 

(9) Conduct administrative, technical and support 
activities in the United States or abroad as may be neces- 
sary to perform the functions described in paragraphs (1 ) 
through (8) above, including procurement, maintenance 
and transport; communications and data processing; re- 
cruitment and training; the provision of personnel, finan- 
cial and medical services; development of essential cover 
and proprietary arrangements; entering into contracts and 
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arrangements with appropriate private companies and 
institutions to provide classified or unclassified research, 
analytical and developmental services and specialized ex. 
pertise; and entering into similar arrangements with aca- 
demic institutions, provided CIA sponsorship is known to 
the appropriate senior officials of the academic institutions 
and to senior project officials. 

(c) The Department of State. The Secretary of State 
shall: 

(1) Collect, overtly, foreign political, political-mili- 
tary, sociological, economic, scientific, technical and asso- 
ciated biographic information. 

(2) Produce and disseminate foreign intelligence re- 
lating to United States foreign policy as required for the 
execution of his responsibilities and in support of policy- 
makers involved in foreign relations within the United 
States Government. 

(3) Disseminate within the United States Government, 
as appropriate, reports received from United States dip- 
lomatic missions abroad. 

(4) Coordinate with the Director of Central Intelli- 
gence to ensure that United States intelligence activities 
and programs are useful for and consistent with United 
States foreign policy. 

(5) Transmit reporting requirements of the Intelli- 
gence Community to our Chiefs of Missions abroad and 
provide guidance for their collection effort. 

(6) Contribute to the Intelligence Community guid- 
ance for its collection of intelligence based on the needs 
of those responsible for foreign policy decisions. 

(7) Support Chiefs of Missions in discharging their 
responsibilities to direct and coordinate the activities of 
all elements of their missions. 

(d) The Department of the Treasury. The Secretary of 
the Treasury shall: 

(1) Collect, overtly, foreign financial and monetary 


information. 


(2) Participate with the Department of State in the 
overt collection of general foreign economic information. 

(3) Produce that intelligence required for the execu- 
tion of the Secretary’s interdepartmental responsibilities 
and the mission of the Department of the Treasury. 

(4) Contribute intelligence and guidance required for 
the development of national intelligence. 

(5) Disseminate within the United States Government, 
as appropriate, foreign intelligence information acquired. 

(e) Department of Defense. 

(1) The Secretary of Defense shall: 

(i) Collect foreign military intelligence information as 
well as military-related foreign intelligence information, 
including scientific, technical, political and economic in- 
formation as required for the execution of his responsi- 
bilities. 

(ii) Produce and disseminate, as appropriate, intelli- 
gence emphasizing foreign military capabilities and in- 
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tentions and scientific, technical and economic develop- 
ments pertinent to his responsibilities. 

(iii) Conduct such programs and missions necessary 
to fulfill national intelligence requirements as determined 
by the CFI. 

(iv) Direct, fund and operate the National Security 
Agency, and national, defense and military intelligence 
and reconnaissance entities as required. 

(v) Conduct, as the executive agent of the United 
States Government, signals intelligence activities and 
communications security, except as otherwise approved 
by the CFI. 

(vi) Provide for the timely transmission of critical 
intelligence, as defined by the Director of Central Intelli- 
gence, within the United States Government. 

(2) In carrying out these assigned responsibilities, the 
Secretary of Defense is authorized to utilize the following: 

(i) The Defense Intelligence Agency (whose func- 
tions, authorities and responsibilities are currently pub- 
licly assigned by Department of Defense Directive No. 
5105.21) to: 

(A) Produce or provide military intelligence for the 
Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, other De- 
fense components, and, as appropriate, non-Defense 
agencies. 

(B) Coordinate all Department of Defense intelli- 
gence collection requirements and manage the Defense 
Attache system. 

(C) Establish substantive intelligence priority goals 
and objectives for the Department of Defense and provide 
guidance on substantive intelligence matters to all major 
Defense intelligence activities. 

(D) Review and maintain cognizance over all plans, 
policies and procedures for noncryptologic intelligence 
functions of the Department of Defense. 

(E) Provide intelligence staff support as directed by 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

(ii) The National Security Agency, whose functions, 
authorities and responsibilities shall include: 

(A) Establishment and operation of an effective unified 
organization for the signals intelligence activities of the 
United States Government, except for certain operations 
which are normally exercised through appropriate ele- 
ments of the military command structure, or by the CIA. 

(B) Exercise control over signals intelligence collection 
and processing activities of the Government, delegating 
to an appropriate agent specified resources for such periods 
and tasks as required for the direct support of military 
commanders. 

(C) Collection, processing and dissemination of signals 
intelligence in accordance with objectives, requirements, 
and priorities established by the Director of Central 
Intelligence. 

(D) Dissemination of signals intelligence to all author- 
ized elements of the Government, including the Armed 
Services, as requested. 


(E) Serving under the Secretary of Defense as the 
central communications security authority of the United 
States Government. 

(F) Conduct of research and development to meet 
the needs of the United States for signals intelligence and 
communications security. 

(iii) Special offices for the collection of specialized 
intelligence through reconnaissance programs, whose 
functions, authorities, and responsibilities shall include: 

(A) Carrying out consolidated programs for 
reconnaissance. 

(B) Assigning responsibility to the various departments 
and agencies of the Government, according to their capa- 
bilities, for the research, development, procurement, oper- 
ations and control of designated means of collection. 

(iv) Such other offices within the Department of De- 
fense as shall be deemed appropriate for conduct of the 
intelligence missions and responsibilities assigned to the 
Secretary of Defense. 

(f) Energy Research and Development Administra- 
tion. The Administrator of the Energy Research and 
Development Administration shall : 

(1) Produce intelligence required for the execution 
of his responsibilities and the mission of the Energy 
Research and Development Administration, hereinafter 
referred to as ERDA, including the area of nuclear and 
atomic energy. 

(2) Disseminate such intelligence and provide tech- 
nical and analytical expertise to other Intelligence Com- 
munity organizations and be responsive to the guidance of 
the Director of Central Intelligence and the Committee 
on Foreign Intelligence. 

(3) Participate with other Intelligence Community 
agencies and departments in formulating collection re- 
quirements where its special technical expertise can con- 
tribute to such collection requirements. 

(g) The Federal Bureau of Investigation. Under the 
supervision of the Attorney General and pursuant to such 
regulations as the Attorney General may establish, the 
Director of the FBI shall: 

(1) Detect and prevent espionage, sabotage, subver- 
sion, and other unlawful activities by or on behalf of for- 
eign powers through such lawful counterintelligence 
operations within the United States, including elec- 
tronic surveillance, as are necessary or useful for such 
purposes. : : 

(2) Conduct within the United States and its terri- 
tories, when requested by officials of the Intelligence 
Community designated by the President, those lawful 
activities, including electronic surveillance, authorized 
by the President and specifically approved by the At- 
torney General, to be undertaken in support of foreign 
intelligence collection requirements of other intelligence 
agencies. 

(3) Collect foreign intelligence by lawful means 
within the United States and its territories when requested 
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by officials of the Intelligence Community designated by 
the President to make such requests. 

(4) Disseminate, as appropriate, foreign intelligence 
and counterintelligence information which it acquires to 
appropriate Federal agencies, State and local law enforce- 
ment agencies and cooperating foreign governments. 

(5) Carry out or contract for research, development 
and procurement of technical systems and devices relating 
to the functions authorized above. 

Sec. 5. Restrictions on Intelligence Activities. Informa- 
tion about the capabilities, intentions and activities of other 
governments is essential to informed decision-making in 
the field of national defense and foreign relations. The 
measures employed to acquire such information should 
be responsive to the legitimate needs of our Government 
and must be conducted in a manner which preserves and 
respects our established concepts of privacy and our civil 
liberties. 

Recent events have clearly indicated the desirability of 
government-wide direction which will ensure a proper 
balancing of these interests. This section of this Order 
does not authorize any activity not previously authorized 
and does not provide exemption from any restrictions 
otherwise applicable. Unless otherwise specified, the pro- 
visions of this section apply to activities both inside and 
outside the United States. References to law are to appli- 
cable laws of the United States. 

(a) Definitions. As used in this section of this Order, 
the following terms shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them below: 

(1) “Collection” means any one or more of the gath- 
ering, analysis, dissemination or storage of non-publicly 
available information without the informed express con- 
sent of the subject of the information. 


(2) “Counterintelligence” means information concern- 
ing the protection of foreign intelligence or of national 
security information and its collection from detection or 
disclosure. 

(3) “Electronic surveillance” means acquisition of a 
non-public communication by electronic means, without 
the consent of a person who is a party to, or, in the case 
of a non-electronic communication, visibly present at, the 
communication. 

(4) “Employee” means a person employed by, assigned 
or detailed to, or acting for a United States foreign intel- 
ligence agency. 

(5) “Foreign intelligence” means information con- 
cerning the capabilities, intentions and activities of any 
foreign power, or of any non-United States person, 
whether within or outside the United States, or concern- 
ing areas outside the United States. 

(6) “Foreign intelligence agency” means the Central 
Intelligence Agency, National Security Agency, and De- 
fense Intelligence Agency; and further includes any other 
department or agency of the United States Government 
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or component thereof while it is engaged in the collection 
of foreign intelligence or counterintelligence, but shall not 
include any such department, agency or component 
thereof to the extent that it is engaged in its authorized 
civil or criminal law enforcement functions; nor shall it 
include in any case the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

(7) “National security information” has the meaning 
ascribed to it in Executive Order No. 11652, as amended. 

(8) “Physical surveillance” means continuing visual 
observation by any means; or acquisition of a non-public 
communication by a person not a party thereto or visibly 
present thereat through any means which does not involve 
electronic surveillance. 

(9) “United States person” means United States cit- 
izens, aliens admitted to the United States for permanent 
residence and corporations or other organizations incor- 
porated or organized in the United States. 

(b) Restrictions on Collection. Foreign intelligence 
agencies shall not engage in any of the following activities: 

(1) Physical surveillance directed against a United 
States person, unless it is a lawful surveillance conducted 
pursuant to procedures approved by the head of the for- 
eign intelligence agency and directed against any of the 
following : 

(i) A present or former employee of such agency, its 
present or former contractors or their present or former 
employees, for the purpose of protecting foreign intelli- 
gence or counterintelligence sources or methods or na- 
tional security information from unauthorized disclosure; 
or 

(ii) a United States person, who is in contact with 
either such a present or former contractor or employee or 
with a non-United States person who is the subject of a 
foreign intelligence or counterintelligence inquiry, but 
only to the extent necessary to identify such United States 
person; or 

(iii) a United States person outside the United States 
who is reasonably believed to be acting on behalf of a 
foreign power or engaging in international terrorist or 
narcotics activities or activities threatening the national 
security. 

(2) Electronic surveillance to intercept a communi- 
cation which is made from, or is intended by the sender 
to be received in, the United States, or directed against 
United States persons abroad, except lawful electronic 
surveillance under procedures approved by the Attorney 
General; provided, that the Central Intelligence Agency 
shall not perform electronic surveillance within the United 
States, except for the purpose of testing equipment under 
procedures approved by the Attorney General consistent 
with law. 

(3) Unconsented physical searches within the United 
States; or unconsented physical searches directed against 
United States persons abroad, except lawful searches 
under procedures approved by the Attorney General. 
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(4) Opening of mail or examination of envelopes of 
mail in United States postal channels except in accord- 
ance with applicable statutes and regulations. 

(5) Examination of Federal tax returns or tax informa- 
tion except in accordance with applicable statutes and 
regulations. 

(6) Infiltration or undisclosed participation within the 
United States in any organization for the purpose of re- 
porting on or influencing its activities or members; ex- 
cept such infiltration or participation with respect to an 
organization composed primarily of non-United States 
persons which is reasonably believed to be acting on be- 
half of a foreign power. 

(7) Collection of information, however acquired, con- 
cerning the domestic activities of United States persons 
except: 

(i) Information concerning corporations or other 
commercial organizations which constitutes foreign 
intelligence or counterintelligence. 

(ii) Information concerning present or former em- 
ployees, present or former contractors or their present 
or former employees, or applicants for any such employ- 
ment or contracting, necessary to protect foreign 
intelligence or counterintelligence sources or methods or 
national security information from unauthorized dis- 
closure; and the identity of persons in contact with the 
foregoing or with a non-United States person who is the 
subject of a foreign intelligence or counterintelligence 
inquiry. 

(iii) Information concerning persons who are reason- 
ably believed to be potential sources or contacts, but only 
for the purpose of determining the suitability or credibility 
of such persons. 

(iv) Foreign intelligence or counterintelligence gath- 
ered abroad or from electronic surveillance conducted 
in compliance with Section 5(b) (2); or foreign intelli- 
gence acquired from cooperating sources in the United 
States. 

(v) Information about a United States person who 
is reasonably believed to be acting on behalf of a foreign 
power or engaging in international terrorist or narcotics 
activities. 

(vi) Information concerning persons or activities that 
pose a clear threat to foreign intelligence agency 
facilities or personnel, provided, that such information 
is retained only by the foreign intelligence agency 
threatened and that proper coordination with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation is accomplished. 

(c) Dissemination and Storage. Nothing in this section 
of this Order shall prohibit: 

(1) Lawful dissemination to the appropriate law 
enforcement agencies of incidentally gathered informa- 
tion indicating involvement in activities which may be 
in violation of law. 

(2) Storage of information required by law to be 
retained. 


(3) Dissemination to foreign intelligence agencies of 
information of the subject matter types listed in Section 
5(b) (7). 

(d) Restrictions on Experimentation. Foreign intelli- 
gence agencies shall not engage in experimentation with 
drugs on human subjects, except with the informed con- 
sent, in writing and witnessed by a disinterested third 
party, of each such human subject and in accordance with 
the guidelines issued by the National Commission for the 
Protection of Human Subjects for Biomedical and Be- 
havioral Research. 

(e) Assistance to Law Enforcement Authorities. 

(1) No foreign intelligence agency shall, except as 
expressly authorized by law (i) provide services, equip- 
ment, personnel or facilities to the Law Enforcement As- 
sistance Administration or to State or local police orga- 
nizations of the United States or (ii) participate in or fund 
any law enforcement activity within the United States. 

(2) These prohibitions shall not, however, preclude: 
(i) cooperation between a foreign intelligence agency and 
appropriate law enforcement agencies for the purpose of 
protecting the personnel and facilities of the foreign intelli- 
gence agency or preventing espionage or other criminal 
activity related to foreign intelligence or counterintelli- 
gence or (ii) provision of specialized equipment or tech- 
nical knowledge for use by any other Federal department 
or agency. 

(f) Assignment of Personnel. An employee of a foreign 
intelligence agency detailed elsewhere within the Federal 
Government shall be responsible to the host agency and 
shall not report to such employee’s parent agency on the 
affairs of the host agency, except as may be directed by the 
latter. The head of the host agency, and any successor, 
shall be informed of the detailee’s association with the par- 
ent agency. 

(g) Prohibition of Assassination. No employee of the 
United States Government shall engage in, or conspire to 
engage in, political assassination. 

(h) Implementation. 

(1) This section of this Order shall be effective on 
March 1, 1976. Each department and agency affected by 
this section of this Order shall promptly issue internal di- 
rectives to implement this section with respect to its foreign 
intelligence and counterintelligence operations. 

(2) The Attorney General shall, within ninety days of 
the effective date of this section of this Order, issue guide- 
lines relating to activities of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation in the areas of foreign intelligence and 
counterintelligence. 

Sec. 6. Oversight of Intelligence Organizations. 

(a) There is hereby established an Intelligence Over- 
sight Board, hereinafter referred to as the Oversight Board. 

- (1) The Oversight Board shall have three members 
who shall be appointed by the President and who shall 
be from outside the Government and be qualified on the 
basis of ability, knowledge, diversity of background and 
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experience. The members of the Oversight Board may 
also serve on the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advi- 
sory Board (Executive Order No. 11460 of March 20, 
1969). No member of the Oversight Board shall have 
any personal contractual relationship with any agency or 
department of the Intelligence Community. 

(2) One member of the Oversight Board shall be desig- 
nated by the President as its Chairman. 

(3) The Oversight Board shall: 

(i) Receive and consider reports by Inspectors Gen- , 
eral and General Counsels of the Intelligence Commuriity 
concerning activities that raise questions of legality or 
propriety. 

(ii) Review periodically the practices and procedures 
of the Inspectors General and General Counsels of the 
Intelligence Community designed to discover and report 
to the Oversight Board activities that raise questions of 
legality or propriety. 

(iii) Review periodically with each member of the 
Intelligence Community their internal guidelines to ensure 
their adequacy. 

(iv) Report periodically, at least quarterly, to the 
Attorney General and the President on its findings. 

(v) Report in a timely manner to the Attorney General 
and to the President any activities that raise serious 
questions about legality. 

(vi) Report in a timely manner to the President any 
activities that raise serious questions about propriety. 

(b) Inspectors General and General Counsels within 
the Intelligence Community shall: 

(1) Transmit to the Oversight Board reports of any 
activities that come to their attention that raise questions 
of legality or propriety. 

(2) Report periodically, at least quarterly, to the Over- 
sight Board on its findings concerning questionable activ- 
ities, if any. 

(3) Provide to the Oversight Board all information 
requested about activities within their respective depart- 
ments or agencies. 

(4) Report to the Oversight Board any occasion on 
which they were directed not to report any activity to the 
Oversight Board by their agency or department heads. 

(5) Formulate practices and procedures designed to 
discover and report to the Oversight Board activities that 
raise questions of legality or propriety. 

(c) Heads of intelligence agencies or departments 
shall: 

(1) Report periodically to the Oversight Board on any 
activities of their organizations that raise questions of 
legality or propriety. ‘ 

(2) Instruct their employees to cooperate fully with 
the Oversight Board. 

(3) Ensure that Inspectors General and General 
Counsels of their agencies have access to any information 
necessary to perform their duties assigned by paragraph 
(4) of this section. 
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(d) The Atiorney General shall: 

(1) Receive and consider reports from the Oversight 
Board. 

(2) Report periodically, at least quarterly, to the 
President with respect to activities of the Intelligence 
Community, if any, which raise questions of legality. 

(e) The Oversight Board shall receive staff support. 
No person who serves on the staff of the Oversight Board 
shall have any contractual or employment relationship 
with any department or agency in the Intelligence 
Community. 

(f) The President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board established by Executive Order No. 11460 of 
March 20, 1969, remains in effect. 

Src. 7. Secrecy Protection. 

(a) In order to improve the protection of sources and 
methods of intelligence, all members of the Executive 
branch and its contractors given access to information 
containing sources or methods of intelligence shall, as a 
condition of obtaining access, sign an agreement that they 
will not disclose that information to persons not author- 
ized to receive it. 

(b) In the event of any unauthorized disclosure of 
information concerning sources or methods of intelligence, 
the names of any persons found to have made unauthor- 
ized disclosure shall be forwarded (1) to the head of ap- 
plicable departments or agencies for appropriate disci- 
plinary action; and (2) to the Attorney General for ap- 
propriate legal action. 

(c) In the event of any threatened unauthorized dis- 
closure of information concerning sources or methods of 
intelligence by a person who has agreed not to make such 
disclosure, the details of the threatened disclosure shall be 
transmitted to the Attorney General for appropriate legal 
action, including the seeking of a judicial order to prevent 
such disclosure. 

(d) In further pursuit of the need to provide protec- 
tion for other significant areas of intelligence, the Direc- 
tor of Central Intelligence is authorized to promulgate 
rules and regulations to expand the scope of agreements 
secured from those persons who, as an aspect of their rela- 
tionship with the United States Government, have access 
to classified intelligence material. 

Sec. 8. Enabling Data. 

(a) The Committee on Foreign Intelligence and the 
Director of Central Intelligence shall provide for detailed 
implementation of this Order by issuing appropriate di- 
rectives. 

(b) All existing National Security Council and Di- 
rector of Central Intelligence directives shall be amended 
to be consistent with this Order within ninety days of its 
effective date. 

(c) This Order shall supersede the Presidential Mem- 
orandum of November 5, 1971, on the “Organization 
and Management of the U.S. Foreign Intelligence Com- 
munity.” 
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(d) Heads of departments and agencies within the In- 
telligence Community shall issue supplementary directives 
to their organizations consistent with this Order within 
ninety days of its effective date. 

(e) This Order will be implemented within current 
manning authorizations of the Intelligence Community. 
To this end, the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget will facilitate the required realignment of per- 
sonnel positions. The Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget will also assist in the allocation of ap- 
propriate facilities. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 

February 18, 1976. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 12:36 p.m., 
February 18, 1976] 


NoTE: For the President’s remarks at his news conference of Feb- 
ruary 17, 1976, announcing plans for a reorganization of the intel- 
ligence community, see page 227 of this issue. 


United States Foreign 
Intelligence Activities 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing 
Legislative Reforms. February 18, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by Article IT, 
Sections 2 and 3 of the Constitution, and other provisions 
of law, I have today issued an Executive Order pertaining 
to the organization and control of the United States for- 
eign intelligence community. This order establishes clear 
lines of accountability for the Nation’s foreign intelligence 
agencies. It sets forth strict guidelines to control the activi- 
ties of these agencies and specifies as well those activities 
in which they shall not engage. 

In carrying out my Constitutional responsibilities to 
manage and conduct foreign policy and provide for the 
Nation’s defense, I believe it essential to have the best 
possible intelligence about the capabilities, intentions and 
activities of governments and other entities and individ- 
uals abroad. To this end, the foreign intelligence agencies 
of the United States play a vital role in collecting and 
analyzing information related to the national defense and 
foreign policy. 

It is equally as important that the methods these agen- 
cies employ to collect such information for the legitimate 
needs of the government conform to the standards set out 
in the Constitution to preserve and respect the privacy and 
civil liberties of American citizens. 

The Executive Order I have issued today will insure a 
proper balancing of these interests. It establishes govern- 
ment-wide direction for the foreign intelligence agencies 


and places responsibility and accountability on individ- 
uals, not institutions. 

I believe it will eliminate abuses and questionable ac- 
tivities on the part of the foreign intelligence agencies 
while at the same time permitting them to get on with 
their vital work of gathering and assessing information. It 
is also my hope that these steps will help to restore public 
confidence in these agencies and encourage our citizens to 
appreciate the valuable contribution they make to our 
national security. 

Beyond the steps I have taken in the Executive Order, 
I also believe there is a clear need for some specific legis- 
lative actions. I am today submitting to the Congress of 
the United States proposals which will go far toward 
enhancing the protection of true intelligence secrets as 
well as regularizing procedures for intelligence collection 
in the United States. 

My first proposal deals with the protection of intelli- 
gence sources and methods. The Director of Central Intel- 
ligence is charged, under the National Security Act of 
1947, as amended, with protecting intelligence sources 
and methoas. The Act, however, gives the Director no 
authorities commensurate with this responsibility. 

Therefore, I am proposing legislation to impose crim- 
inal and civil sanctions on those who are authorized access 
to intelligence secrets and who willfully and wrongfully 
reveal this information. This legislation is not an “Official 
Secrets Act”, since it would affect only those who im- 
properly disclose secrets, not those to whom secrets are 
disclosed. Moreover, this legislation could not be used to 
cover up abuses and improprieties. It would in no way 
prevent people from reporting questionable activities to 
appropriate authorities in the Executive and Legislative 
Branches of the government. 

It is essential, however, that the irresponsible and dan- 
gerous exposure of our Nation’s intelligence secrets be 
stopped. The American people have long accepted the 
principles of confidentiality and secrecy in many deal- 
ings—such as with doctors, lawyers and the clergy. It 
makes absolutely no sense to deny this same protection to 
our intelligence secrets. Openness is a hallmark of our 
democratic society, but the American people have never 
believed that it was necessary to reveal the secret war 
plans of the Department of Defense, and I do not think 
they wish to have true intelligence secrets revealed either. 

I urge the adoption of this legislation with all possible 
speed. 

Second, I support proposals that would clarify and set 
statutory limits, where necessary, on the activities of the 
foreign intelligence agencies. In particular, I will support 
legislation making it a crime to assassinate or attempt or 
conspire to assassinate a foreign official in peacetime. 
Since it defines a crime, legislation is necessary. 

Third, I will meet with the appropriate leaders of 
Congress to try to develop sound legislation to deal with 
a critical problem involving personal privacy—electronic 
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surveillance. Working with Congressional leaders and the 
Justice Department and other Executive agencies, we will 
seek to develop a procedure for undertaking electronic 
surveillance for foreign intelligence purposes. It should 
create a special procedure for seeking a judicial warrant 
authorizing the use of electronic surveillance in the United 
States for foreign intelligence purposes. 

I will also seek Congressional support for sound leg- 
islation to expand judicial supervision of mail openings. 
The law now permits the opening of United States mail, 
under proper judicial safeguards, in the conduct of crim- 
inal investigations, We need authority to open mail under 
the limitations and safeguards that now apply in order to 
obtain vitally needed foreign intelligence information. 


This would require a showing that there is probable 
cause to believe that the sender or recipient is an agent 
of a foreign power who is engaged in spying, sabotage or 
terrorism. As is now the case the criminal investigations, 
those seeking authority to examine mail for foreign intel- 
ligence purposes will have to convince a federal judge of 
the necessity to do so and accept the limitations upon their 
authorization to examine the mail provided in the order 
of the court. 


Fourth, I would like to share my views regarding ap- 
propriate Congressional oversight of the foreign intelli- 
gence agencies. It is clearly the business of the Congress to 
organize itself to deal with these matters. Certain princi- 
ples, however, should be recognized by both the Execu- 
tive and Legislative Branches if this oversight is to be 
effective. I believe good Congressional oversight is essen- 
tial so that the Congress and the American people whom 
you represent can be assured that the foreign intelligence 
agencies are adhering to the law in all of their activities. 


Congress should seek to centralize the responsibility for 
oversight of the foreign intelligence community. The more 
committees and subcommittees dealing with highly sen- 
sitive secrets, the greater the risks of disclosure. I recom- 
mend that Congress establish a Joint Foreign Intelligence 
Oversight Committee. Consolidating Congressional over- 
sight in one committee will facilitate the efforts of the 
Administration to keep the Congress fully informed of 
foreign intelligence activities. 

It is essential that both the House and the Senate estab- 
lish firm rules to insure that foreign intelligence secrets 
will not be improperly disclosed. There must be estab- 
lished a clear process to safeguard these secrets and effec- 
tive measures to deal with unauthorized disclosures, 

Any foreign intelligence information transmitted by the 
Executive Branch to the Oversight Committee, under an 
injunction of secrecy, should not be unilaterally disclosed 
without my agreement. Respect for the integrity of the 
Constitution requires adherence to the principle that no 
individual member nor committee, nor single House of 
Congress can overrule an act of the Executive. Unilateral 
publication of classified information over the objection 
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of the President, by one committee or one House of Con- 
gress, not only violates the doctrine of separation of 
powers, but also effectively overrules the actions of the 
other House of Congress, and perhaps even the majority 
of both Houses. 

Finally, successful and effective Congressional over- 
sight of the foreign intelligence agencies depends on mu- 
tual trust between the Congress and Executive. Each 
branch must recognize and respect the rights and prerog- 
atives of the other if anything is to be achieved. 

In this context, a Congressional requirement to keep 
the Oversight Committee “fully” informed is more desir- 
able and workable as a practical matter than formal re- 
quirements for notification of specific activities to a large 
number of committees. Specifically, Section 662 of the 
Foreign Assistance Act, which has resulted in over six 
separate committee briefings, should be modifiec as rec- 
ommended by the Commission on the Organization of 
the Government for the Conduct of Foreign Policy, and 
reporting should be limited to the new Oversight 
Committee. 

Both the Congress and the Executive Branch recognize 
the importance to this Nation of a strong intelligence 
service. I believe it urgent that we take the steps I have 
outlined above to insure that America not only has the 
best foreign intelligence service in the world, but also the 
most unique—one which operates in a manner fully con- 
sistent with the Constitutional rights of our citizens. 

GeraALp R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 18, 1976. 


National Poison Prevention 


Week, 1976 é 
Proclamation 4416. February 18, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


The life of a child is precious. The loss of even one 
child is tragic. Yet each year accidental poisonings cause 
too many of our Nation’s children to suffer illness and 
injury from which they may never recover. 


As every parent knows, children are by nature inquisi- 
tive. They are explorers and experimenters. It is our 
responsibility not only to teach them the dangers that 
poisonous substances present, but to provide them with a 
safe environment. Special packaging required under the 
provisions of the Poison Prevention Packaging Act of 
1970 plays a major role in achieving this aim. Data re- 
cently released by the National Center for Health Statis- 
tics indicate that in the year since aspirin products were 
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first required to be kept in safety packaging, the number 
of deaths among children under five from aspirin poison- 
ing declined 48 percent. 

While these developments are encouraging, they pro- 
vide no excuse for a relaxation of concern or vigilance. 
During 1974, over 200,000 accidental ingestions of house- 
hold substances were reported by poison control centers 
throughout the country. Approximately 130,000 involved 
children under five years of age. But these reports may 
represent only a fraction of the actual number of toxic 
episodes. Medical authorities estimate that each year 
600,000 to one million children accidentally swallow sub- 
stances which may be harmful—or even deadly. 

Recognizing the need to encourage all Americans to 
take preventive measures to eliminate accidental poison- 
ings and their tragic toll, the Congress, by joint resolution 
of September 26, 1961 (36 U.S.C. 165), has requested 
the President to issue annually a proclamation designating 
the third week in March as National Poison Prevention 
Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate the 
week beginning March 21, 1976, as National Poison Pre- 
vention Week. I urge all Americans to provide safety for 
our Nation’s youngsters by storing, using, and handling 
household substances with care. I invite all organizations 
concerned with preventing accidental poisoning among 
children to join in activities that will assist in protecting 
all our children from these dangers. 

In Witness Wuer«EoF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eighteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundredth. 

Geran R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:28 a.m., 
February 19, 1976] 


An American Promise 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing the 
Proclamation Concerning Japanese-American 
Internment During World War II. 

February 19, 1976 


February 19 is the anniversary of a very, very sad 
day in American history. It was on that date in 1942 
that Executive Order 9066 was issued resulting in the 
uprooting of many, many loyal Americans. Over 100,000 
persons of Japanese ancestry were removed from their 
homes, detained in special camps, and eventually 
relocated. 

We now know what we should have known then—not 
only was that evacuation wrong, but Japanese-Americans 


were and are loyal Americans. On the battlefield and 
at home the names of Japanese-Americans have been 
and continue to be written in America’s history for the 
sacrifices and the contributions they have made to the 
well-being and to the security of this, our common Nation. 

Executive Order 9066 ceased to be effective at the 
end of World War II. Because there was no formal state- 
ment of its termination, there remains some concern 
among Japanese-Americans that there yet may be some 
life in that obsolete document. The proclamation that I 
am signing here today should remove all doubt on that 
matter. 

I call upon the American people to affirm with me the 
unhyphenated American promise that we have learned 
from the tragedy of that long ago experience—forever to 
treasure liberty and justice for each individual American 
and resolve that this kind of error shall never be made 
again. f 
NoTE: The President spoke at 11:54 a.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House. 


An American Promise 


Proclamation 4417 Confirming the Termination of the 
Executive Order Authorizing Japanese-American 
Internment During World War II. February 19, 1976 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


In this Bicentennial Year, we are commemorating the 
anniversary dates of many of the great events in Ameri- 
can history. An honest reckoning, however, must include 
a recognition of our national mistakes as well as our na- 
tional achievements. Learning from our mistakes is not 
pleasant, but as a great philosopher once admonished, we 
must do so if we want to avoid repeating them. 

February 19th is the anniversary of a sad day in Amer- 
ican history. It was on that date in 1942, in the midst of 
the response to the hostilities that began on December 7, 
1941, that Executive Order No. 9066 was issued, subse- 
quently enforced by the criminal penalties of a statute 
enacted March 21, 1942, resulting in the uprooting of 
loyal Americans. Over one hundred thousand persons of 
Japanese ancestry were removed from their homes, de- 
tained in special camps, and eventually relocated. 

The tremendous effort by the War Relocation Author- 
ity and concerned Americans for the welfare of these 
Japanese-Americans may add perspective to that story, 
but it does not erase the setback to fundamental American 
principles. Fortunately, the Japanese-American commu- 
nity in Hawaii was spared the indignities suffered by those 
on our mainland. 
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We now know what we should have known then—not 
only was that evacuation wrong, but Japanese-Americans 
were and are loyal Americans. On the battlefield and at 
home, Japanese-Americans—names like Hamada, Mit- 
sumori, Marimoto, Noguchi, Yamasaki, Kido, Munemori 
and Miyamura—have been and continue to be written in 
our history for the sacrifices and the contributions they 
have made to the well-being and security of this, our com- 
mon Nation. 

The Executive order that was issued on February 19, 
1942, was for the sole purpose of prosecuting the war 
with the Axis Powers, and ceased to be effective with the 
end of those hostilities. Because there was no formal 
statement of its termination, however, there is concern 
among many Japanese-Americans that there may yet be 
some life in that obsolete document. I think it appropriate, 
in this our Bicentennial Year, to remove all doubt on that 
matter, and to make clear our commitment in the future. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim that all 
the authority conferred by Executive Order No. 9066 
terminated upon the issuance of Proclamation No. 2714, 
which formally proclaimed the cessation of the hostilities 
of World War II on December 31, 1946. 

I call upon the American people to affirm with me this 
American Promise—that we have learned from the 
tragedy of that long-ago experience forever to treasure 
liberty and justice for each individual American, and re- 
solve that this kind of action shall never again be repeated. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this nineteenth day of February in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hundredth. 

GERALD R. Forp 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:27 p.m., 
February 19, 1976] 


United States Ambassador to the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 


The President’s Remarks at the Swearing In 
of Anne L. Armstrong, With Mrs. Armstrong’s 
Response. February 19, 1976 


THe Present. Anne and Tobin and Mr. Justice Powell 
and Mrs. Ford, as well as all the other distinguished 
guests: 

This is one of the nicest experiences that I have been 
able to perform in some 18 months. Of course, you are 
all familiar with the outstanding person that we have 
recommended to be the Ambassador to the Court of St. 
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James. I am sure all of you know that she was unani- 
mously approved by the Senate which is, I think, some- 
what historic. 

But, in addition, I think we all know Anne Armstrong. 
I don’t have to repeat for all her friends her many jobs 
that she has had, whether it was in the Cabinet in the 
executive branch of the Government, whether it was in 
the Republican Party where she served from Vice Chair- 
man on down to precinct worker, or whether it is in the 
many, many activities that she participated in—working 
with Spanish-Americans out in the great State of Texas 
or working on behalf of the cause of women in Mexico 
or in the United States or otherwise. Wherever she has 
done something, she has done a superb job. So when the 
opening became available in the Court of St. James, I 
just could not think of a better person for that responsi- 
bility than Anne Armstrong. 

Betty is always needling me a little bit that I should 
appoint qualified, highly competent women to positions 
of great responsibility. Well, in Anne Armstrong I have 
made such an appointment, and I am confident that 
she will do a superb job in carrying out the good relations 
that we have with the United Kingdom. 

We have had, of course, a long, long relationship with 
Great Britain. The relations today, I think, are as good 
as they have ever been. I have had some exceptionally 
fine experiences with the Prime Minister. Our former 
Ambassador knows with his service there that our rela- 
tions, country-to-country, are excellent. 

So you go to Great Britain, Anne, with everything in 
good shape. I know you will keep those relations through 
your personality, through your ability, through your dili- 
gence. You not only can have an impact on those rela- 
tions, but you can have a significant impact on our rela- 
tions within NATO itself, because both countries, of 
course, are significant partners in the NATO organiza- 
tion. 

I am just so pleased that Anne is here with Tobin and 
all of her friends. It is a great occasion to participate in 
the swearing in of the first woman to ever represent the 
United States to the Court of St. James. So it is an his- 
toric first with really one of our most outstanding women. 

And with those words I will ask Mr. Justice Powell to 
perform the swearing-in ceremony. 

[At this point, Lewis F. Powell, Jr., Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court, administered the oath of office.] 

AMBASSADOR ARMSTRONG. Mr. President and Mrs. 
Ford, Mr. Ambassador and Mr. Justice Powell: 

I am, of course, very deeply grateful to the President of 
the United States for his confidence in me, for his words 
of encouragement as I am given one of the highest honors 
that I think it is in our country’s power to bestow. 

I want to say a word about my husband here, Tobin. 
He was key to this, because without his agreement to go 
with me I would not be lucky enough to be leaving for 
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London early in March. He has stood behind me in this, 
has arranged his business and other responsibilities so that 
he could go with me because, if it had been just up to me, 
I would have jumped through the phone when the Presi- 
dent called and said yes fast, because I know what a great 
opportunity it is for me. 

In this post, as you all well know, have served some of 
the most illustrious Americans ever. And there is one of 
them, Mr. President, that particularly has a few things, I 
think, in common with you, and that is Ambassador John 
Adams to the Court of St. James. Actually, it was not 
technically Ambassador then, but that is what it amounted 
to. Not only did he—in addition to serving as Ambassador 
to the Court of St. James, he also served as a most out- 
standing President of our country. This I consider you as 
well. 

Also, he had at his side a quite remarkable woman, 
well in advance of her time, a great champion of women’s 
rights. And I have a feeling that Abigail Adams would be 
just as excited here today as Betty Ford and Anne Arm- 
strong are about this tremendous new opportunity for 
women, the first Chief of State to have the confidence 
in women to name one as Ambassador to: one of the 
world’s most prestigious diplomatic posts. 

As the President said, I am very fortunate. Our rela- 
tionships with Great Britain are marvelous. My job is not 
to repair, sever or fray bonds; it is just to make them 
stronger and closer. 


On the other hand, though, it is an extremely demand- 
ing post, even though our bonds are so fine, because of 
the very richness and diversity of our relationship. It is like 
a tapestry—and a thick one, a fine one—whether in our 
Government’s, which is, of course, the one that first comes 
to mind, but in the world cf ideas, of culture, of art, of 
business. We have opportunities in common, and it is true 
that we have certain problems that we face together. And 
as always, as in the past, we gain and learn from one an- 
other, from common experiences. 


The British and our own people have been through 
very difficult times. Like us, I see every reason to expect 
their coming out of it. And economic problems have 
beset them. I think that there are several reasons for op- 
timism, but I would say that most basic of all are our com- 
mon heritage of representative government and also a 
quality of our people. To use a Southwestern term, I think 
the British and the Americans both have “true grit.” 

Finally, I think as we look out from our opposite sides 
of the Atlantic, we see most of the issues of the day in the 
same sort of light, whether it is first and foremost keeping 
a strong common defense against potential adversaries, 
whether simultaneously being able to relax tensions in a 
world where there are nuclear capabilities amongst other 
nations, whether it is a resolution of the difficulties in the 
Middle East. These problems we see, in general, in very 
similar fashion and we will work together to solve. 


Finally, the fundamental principles that our two coun- 
tries believe in—peace, democracy, individual liberty and 
well-being—TI can’t think of a finer time than the Bicen- 
tennial to remind ourselves of the value of these things 
which are as precious today as they were 200 years ago, 
and also in appropriate ways, to hold them up and to 
exemplify them as a promise to other nations. 

So I dedicate myself to being the representative of all 
American people to the Court of St. James, to being a 
credit to a great President and a great people and to this, 
I pledge you, Mr. President, that I will serve you and our 
people in the finest way I can. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTs: The President spoke at 2:05 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 


Veto of the Public Works 
Employment Bill 


Statement by the President Following Senate Action 
Sustaining His Veto. February 19, 1976 


I am pleased that the Senate of the United States has 
sustained my veto of H.R. 5247, the Public Works Em- 
ployment Act of 1975. Their action this afternoon in sus- 
taining this veto is commendable, and those Members of 
the Congress who stood firm against enormous political 
pressures in favor of this bill deserve the appreciation and 
gratitude of all Americans. 

As I said last Friday in my veto message to the House 
of Representatives on this bill, the best and most effective 
way to create new jobs is to pursue balanced economic 
policies that encourage the growth of the private sector 
without risking a new round of inflation. This is the core 
of my economic policy, and I believe that the steady im- 
provements in the economy over the last half year on both 
the unemployment and inflation fronts bear witness to its 
essential wisdom. I will continue this basic approach in 
dealing with the economy, because it is sound and it is 
working. 


Disaster Assistance to Guatemala 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing 
Additional U.S. Aid. February 19, 1976 


To the Congress of the United States: 

On February 4th a devastating earthquake struck 
Guatemala. That earthquake, together with its after- 
shocks, has left over 22,000 dead, more than 75,000 in- 
jured, and one million homeless. 
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The United States has a special responsibility to help 
meet the urgent needs in Guatemala. Immediate aid has 
already been extended by U.S. agencies, both public and 
private, including: 


* Emergency shelters, medical supplies and food pro- 
vided by the Agency for International Development. 

* Transportation and medical facilities provided by the 
Department of Defense. 

* Food distribution, medical services, and other disas- 
ter relief activities provided by numerous private 
voluntary agencies. 


Last week I dispatched my Special Coordinator for 
International Disaster Assistance—AID Administrator 
Daniel Parker—to Guatemala for a firsthand review of the 
situation. He has now reported to me and to Congressional 
Committees on the extent of damage and need. Both the 
Senate and the House of Representatives have passed 
resolutions expressing sympathy for the people of Guate- 
mala in their hour of distress and urging development of a 
comprehensive U.S. response. The Secretary of State will 
visit the Republic of Guatemala on February 24 to express 
further our support for the people of Guatemala. 

I am now proposing urgent and specific action to turn 
these expressions of sympathy into tangible assistance. The 
proposed $25 million “Guatemala Disaster Relief Act of 
1976” which I am sending herewith represents an imme- 
diate humanitarian response of the United States to the 
victims of this tragedy who have been injured or have lost 
their relatives, their homes and possessions, and in many 
cases their very means of existence. 

This legislation, and the ensuing appropriation, will 
enable us to respond to the human tragedy in Guatemala. 
Our response will reflect America’s concern for the people 
of Guatemala. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
February 19, 1976. 


NOTE: The text and a section-by-section analysis of the draft bill 
were also included with the release. 


Keene, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks to Reporters Upon Arrival at 
Dillant Hopkins Airport. February 19, 1976 


Tue Presiwent. Hi, everybody. I just wanted to say a 
word or two. First, to say it is nice to be back in Keene— 
I remember the wonderful welcome that was given to 
me last September when I came through here on the 
campaign. 

But, substantively, let me say that it is extremely encour- 
aging that the United States Senate, by a good margin, 
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did sustain the veto of a bill that I think could not be 
justified—it was election year politicking, it was pork bar- 
rel of the worst kind. 

The best way to solve our economic problems is the 
firm, commonsense, realistic approach that I tried to 
carry out. And I appreciate very much the Members of 
the Senate, both Republican as well as Democrats, who 
stood up and turned down a bad piece of legislation so 
that we won’t add to the deficit, so we will be able to have 
a good economic program that will reduce unemployment 
and which will increase employment and do something 
affirmatively about the problem of inflation. 

It is real nice to be here, and I look forward to spending 
a good day and a half in New Hampshire. 

Q. Mr. President, this is your second trip here now. 
Just how important is New Hampshire to your cause in 
election terms? 

Tue Preswent. I think New Hampshire is a very 
important State. The eyes of the Nation are on this State. 
I think we will do well. I am confident that the two trips 
will be extremely helpful, hopefully, and I think encour- 
agingly getting enough votes. 

Q. If per chance you did lose, how important is it 
then? 

THE PresweENT. I don’t think it will be too harmful 
because there are 49 other States where either by pri- 
maries or by conventions there will be delegates selected. 
As I have said before, I am entering every primary—31 
altogether. I think that is the best way for a candidate 
seeking the nomination of his party. I don’t agree with 
those who pick and choose States where they think they 


, can win and duck those where they think they might lose. 


I am willing to take my chances in every State. 

Q. Mr. President, if you were to lose here, would you 
welcome the Vice President into the campaign as a can- 
didate for your office? 

Tue Preswent. The Vice President is out talking af- 
firmatively for my programs. I don’t see any reason what- 
soever for the Vice President to seek this office. He has 
indicated that he is very happy being Vice President, sup- 
porting my programs, and he has been very supportive of 
me personally. 

Q. If you were to lose three or four primaries, do you 
think that situation would continue to obtain? 

Tue Present. I intend to be at the convention in 
Kansas City in August and I expect to win there. 

Q. Did you read his speech today— 

Tue Preswent. I have read it and I talked to him 
personally. 

Q. Did you regard that as a supportive opinion? 

Tue Presivent. I think so, yes. In fact, he told me it 
was. I saw him at about 3 : 30 before I took the plane here. 

Very nice to see you all. 

Reporter. Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m. 
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Keene, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at Keene High School. February 19, 1976 


Tue PreswenT. Thank you very, very much, Jim, John 
Croteau, Reverend McCarthy, Bob Clark, Charlie Burns, 
the wonderful principal of this fine school, ladies and 
gentlemen: 

It is really great to be back in New Hampshire and 
particularly in Keene, and I thank you all very, very 
much. Let me assure you that New Hampshire is vitally 
important, and you can put us on the road to victory next 
Tuesday. 

Actually, the purpose of my visit can be summed up 
in just a very, very few words. I believe very strongly 
in a strong and prosperous American automobile indus- 
try, but I am here to say that this year there is absolutely 
no reason to trade in your Ford on a new model. Some of 
those new models might be mighty expensive. 

Actually, I am looking forward to your questions, but 
first let me make just a very few brief remarks. 

I have been President now for almost 19 months. 
When I took office in August of 1974, America was faced 
with some of its most pressing and serious problems in our 
country’s history. Our economy had gone haywire with 
prices going up at an annual rate of more than 12 per- 
cent and everything else slowing down. Our national 
resolve to meet our international commitments was being 
called into question by both our allies and our adversaries. 
There was great danger to peace in many, many areas 
throughout the world. 


Underlying these serious problems was a crisis of confi- 
dence in our Government, a crisis of the spirit among our 
American people. With the understanding of the Ameri- 
can people, with your prayers and your support and your 
help, I set about to do what I could to meet those chal- 
lenges, to put America at peace with itself and through- 
out the world. The past 19 months have seen many of 
these efforts succeed. I believe my policy of commonsense 
and a realistic approach to America’s problems has helped 
restore confidence in our great Government. 


As I said on my first day as President, truth is the glue 
that holds government together, and as long as I am 
President I intend to be forthright, candid, frank with all 
of the American people and make this system work the 
way it should work. 


America’s economic picture is considerably brighter 
today than it was 18 months ago. The inflation rate that 
was over 12 percent has been cut almost in half. That is 
still not good enough, but that is progress by any standard 
and we are going to keep making that kind of progress 
in the months ahead with the right kind of policies that 
we are pursuing right now. 


We have recovered 2,100,000 jobs since last March. 
That is 96 percent of all the jobs that we lost during the 
recession. Unemployment is still too high, but we are 
headed in the right direction. The Commerce Depart- 
ment announced just yesterday that personal income has 
risen by 9.2 percent in the past year, well above the cur- 
rent inflation rate. That means real earnings, real pur- 
chasing power is climbing, and that is good news for every 
American. We are on the attack, and we will stay on the 
attack and win this important victory over inflation and 
unemployment and every other economic enemy of the 
American people. 

In foreign affairs, we have pursued a policy of peace 
through strength. That policy has been successful, so 
successful that tonight we can say that America is at 
peace with every nation on Earth, and we will keep it 
that way in the future. 

We will keep it that way by keeping our defenses 
strong. As long as I am President, America’s defenses will 
be strong and ready without equal in the world in which 
we live. Our strength makes it possible for us to negotiate 
with other great powers of the world from a position that 
commands their respect and invites their cooperation. 

We are now negotiating with the Soviet Union for a 
further reduction in the level of strategic nuclear arms, 
a reduction in the potential terror and destruction that 
each nation can inflict upon each other. We have entered 
these negotiations with our eyes open, our guard up, and 
our powder dry. Yankee traders have always known the 
score, and we continue in that great tradition in 1976. 
With our military strength’ we can strengthen peace and 
not return to the cold war. 

One way to reduce the dangers to peace in the world 
is to have a reliable, responsible, and effective intelligence 
gathering capability. I have taken steps, as I am sure you 
know, to reorganize and reform America’s intelligence 
community, to make it an instrument of peace and an 
objective of pride for the American people. One thing is 
certain: We cannot improve our intelligence capability 
by destroying it, as some would like to do. I have no inten- 
tion of seeing the intelligence community dismantled, and 
I know you don’t want it dismantled either. Its operations 
should not be paralyzed or its effectiveness undermined. 
The irresponsible release of classified information by peo- 
ple who should know better must cease. 

The abuses of the past must be corrected and never, 
never repeated. I have made concrete recommendations 
to ensure that the intelligence community keeps out of 
politics and out of people’s private lives. As President, 
I intend to see that the Federal Government is under the 
people’s control and not the other way around. 

This next sentence pretty much sums up my philos- 
ophy: We must never forget that a government big 
enough to give us everything we want is a government 
big enough to take from us everything we have. 
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But the American people know that it is not enough 
to talk about the evils of big government. They know that 
it just is not realistic nor is it wise to turn back the clock 
and undo all the progress we have made with the help 
of responsible and constructive government programs. 

It is easy to say we ought to cut $90 billion or so from 
the Federal budget. It is easy to say we ought to toss a lot 
of very worthwhile programs into the laps of the individ- 
ual States and let them administer those programs if the 
local taxpayers will assume the extra burden. It is easy to 
say that people who don’t like the way the programs are 
administered in one State can just vote with their feet and 
move to another State. I have always believed that Amer- 
icans, Democrat or Republican, vote with their heads and 
not with their feet. 

Oh, it is easy to say that the Social Security Trust Fund 
upon which some 32 million Americans—older and dis- 
abled in our society—that that trust fund should be in- 
vested in the stock market, making the Federal Govern- 
ment a major stockholder in most American businesses, 
but that is the best blueprint for back door socialism that 
I ever heard. 

I want to improve the social security system, not cripple 
it. I want to make sure that program is strong, sound, and 
certain, not only for the present generation of beneficiaries 
but for every generation of working men and women, 
and that is what I intend to do. 

I want to improve the Medicare system. I want better 
and more comprehensive medical coverage for our older 
citizens. There is no, absolutely no reason why older 
Americans or their loved ones should have to go broke 
just to get well or stay well in the United States of 
America. 

Yes, the list could go on and on. We have to be realistic 
about what the Government can do and what it can’t do, 
but we must also recognize that there are certain things 
that Government must do and do better if we are to con- 
tinue the progress we have made in the past. 

We have a great, great country and I am proud to be 
an American and I am proud of America, as you are. We 
have our problems and we are not afraid to admit them. 
But I think it is high time people stopped running America 
down. We should brag about America. 

I think it is time we remembered that we are the most 
richly blessed nation in the history of the world. We have 
special gifts, special resources and special responsibilities 
greater than any nation on Earth. 

From the vantage point of the Presidency I can see the 
greatness of America as I never really saw it before. I can 
see its many problems, its frustrations, its strengths, its 
weaknesses, its ambitions. I can see its people working, 
playing, hoping, planning, praying, living their lives the 
best they can, and they are good lives which most of man- 
kind envy very greatly. 

Obviously all of our problems have not been solved and 
all of our challenges have not been met. As Lincoln said, 
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“The question is not can any of us imagine better but 
can we all do better.”” Of course we can, and that is why 
I am asking for your continued support next Tuesday, 
next November, and over the next 4 years. 


Thank you and I will be glad to answer any questions, 

Q. Mr. President, it seems as though there is a lot of 
duplication of effort and expense in the Nation’s Capital 
today with various agencies and governmental depart- 
ments competing to serve the same needs. Do you as 
President have any plans to avoid that duplication of 
effort and to provide better local control over programs 
to assist consumers, which will also decrease the cost of 
programs to the taxpayers? 


THE Preswent. Yes, I do, and let me tell you what 
we have done and then tell you what we plan to do. 


Two years ago we consolidated seven categorical grant 
programs that gave aid to cities and metropolitan areas 
around the country. The new legislation provided for one 
single block grant instead of seven categorical grant pro- 
grams. It meant that the city of Keene, for example, in- 
stead of having to make up about 20 applications, could 
make a single application and get the same or more 
money. But the best impact, at least from our point of 
view, was that when they had the seven categorical grant 
programs, there were 2,300 Federal employees in Wash- 
ington, D.C., and now that we have a block grant pro- 
gram instead of categorical grant programs, we have less 
than 200 people in Washington handling the same amount 
of money. That is what we have done. 


Now, that that has proven to be a very sound program. 
We are recommending or I have proposed to the Con- 
gress that we take 27 educational categorical grant pro- 
grams—27 of them—combine them into one, give to the 
school districts the same amount of money and let them 
decide how they on the local level—here in Keene or in 
Manchester or in Los Angeles or in Seattle—let them 
decide how that money can be best spent under local 
decisionmaking by Charlie Burns and others who know 
something about the educational problems right here in 
Keene. I think that makes a lot more sense and it will 
in fact deliver the Federal dollars more effectively to the 
local level. 


We propose the same thing in 15 health areas, 15 
categorical areas involving health, in 15 social service pro- 
grams. The whole effort is to reduce the Federal bureauc- 
racy and to make the money available at the local level 
so that the services are delivered under local control and 
jurisdiction, and I think we are going to get the Congress 
to go along with some of those programs. We certainly 
think it is in the best interest of the recipients as well as 
the Federal Government. 

Q. Mr. President, as you may know, there is a move 
in this State to write in the name of Elliot Richardson as 
Vice President on next Tuesday’s ballot. Would you have 
confidence in Mr. Richardson as Vice President? 
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Tue Present. I nominated Elliot Richardson as the 
American Ambassador to Great Britain. I called him back 
to be the Secretary of Commerce in my Cabinet. He 
attended his first Cabinet meeting this morning. I have 
mentioned him as one of the potential possibilities as a 
Vice Presidential runningmate. Obviously, the answer is 
yes. 
Q. Mr. President, recent events in Italy suggest that 
the Communist Party may soon be admitted into the Ital- 
ian Government. If this happens, would you instruct our 
intelligence agencies to attempt to alter this, and how 
secure would you feel with the Communist Government as 
amember of NATO? 

Tue Preswent. I have taken a very strong position, 
first at a NATO meeting that I attended in Brussels last 
May, that the members of NATO should not have Com- 
munist Party members as a part of their government, pe- 
riod. We told that to the Italians, we told it to every other 
European country. I don’t think you can have a Commu- 
nist government or Communist officials in a government 
and have that nation a viable partner in NATO. 

So, I have taken a very strong position against the inclu- 
sion of any Communist membership in a government in 
Western Europe or in any NATO country. I hope that the 
good people of those countries, Italy or elsewhere, will 
make certain that they have one of the free political parties 
in their countries to head their governments. I think it will 
be a stronger and better NATO, and we would vigorously 
oppose any Communist participation. 

Q. Mr. President, what courses do you have to take at 
college to become President? [ Laughter] 

THE PresivEnT. I would not limit my recommenda- 
tions to what you might take in college, because I think 
your whole educational process from kindergarten through 
college or to graduate school is equally important, but I 
would make two recommendations: I would study gov- 
ernment; I would study history—the history of the United 
States. 

But I have one more suggestion. You can’t go wrong 
joining the Boy Scouts and learning the Scout oath and 
the Scout laws, because those are good guidelines for any- 
body in public office. 

Q. Mr. President, may I address my question to Mrs. 
Ford? 

Tue Present. She does a good share of the good 
talking in the family. [Laughter] 

Mrs. Forp. I am not used to this but I will be happy to. 

Q. I understand from my reading that you are a very 
frank person, and so, frankly, Mrs. Ford, outside of attract- 
ing celebrities to the White House or making one dress 
designer more important than another, of what use is the 
power of the position of the First Lady? Is there any area 
where you feel you really influence events? Have you ever 
advanced any projects all your own? 

Mrs. Forp. I would be happy to answer that, and long 
before there was the attraction of celebrities to the White 


House or any attraction of a designer for clothes, I was 
already in the work for the retarded children and the un- 
der-privileged children, actively working in Washington. 

I have actually been a member of the PTA since, I 
think, our first year, both the President and I, 1958 until 
just last year, when our daughter graduated from high 
school and is now in college. I worked as a room mother, I 
worked with the PTA, it gave me great association with 
the parents and their children in school which I thought 
was a great advantage. And I feel that working as a Sun- 
day school teacher and putting in the hours that I have as 
a mother, I am qualified. 

Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, Ronald Reagan has deplored the 
lack of moral leadership evident in the secretive manner 
by which the Congressional payraise scheme was passed. 
Governor Reagan, quoting Cicero, called it the “arro- 
gance of officialdom.” I was surprised, Mr. President, that 
last Thursday in a meeting with New Hampshire news- 
men you discounted the connivance and secrecy with 
which the payraise was maneuvered. 

Mr. President, do you categorically deny the reports 
here in my hand published in the Los Angeles Times, 
Christian Science Monitor, and Congressional Quarterly 
that the Congressional payraise rider was the result of 6 
months of secret meetings between Congressional leaders 
and members of your Administration? 

THE PresweENT. The members of the two committees 
in the House and in the Senate, in consideration of a num- 
ber of employee or personnel matters, did consult with 
some of the members of my staff, and that is a very respon- 
sible thing for those members, both Democratic and Re- 
publican, in the House and the Senate, to do. And they 
should have done it and the members of my staff ought to 
provide information to those individuals from the House 
and the Senate that want information, but there was no 
conniving, and any charge to that effect is inaccurate and 
completely without fact or foundation. 

But now let me tell you the good thing about what 
happened after that. Under the existing law all Federal 
employees get a cost-of-living increase predicated on the 
increase in the cost of living, but because of the financial 
problems that the Federal Government has, I recom- 
mended a 5-percent pay increase instead of the 8.6-per- 
cent pay increase and the Congress sustained it, and I 
think it was the result of the coupling of pay increases for 
judges, for executives, and for Congressmen and Senators 
with all other Government employees. So, we saved $1,200 
million, and that is not bad. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Stanley Arnold, the Democratic 
opponent, says that he can reduce unemployment from 
8.3 percent to 3.3 percent just about overnight. How 
would this drastic change affect our economy and why? 

Tue Present. Well, any allegation to that effect 
cannot be proven. A lot of politicians have tried it in a 
number of countries, It has never worked and the net 
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result every time it has been tried is that those countries 
go broke. And if anybody were to try and do that by 
priming the pump with a lot of make-work jobs at a cost 
of some $25,000 a job, this country would go broke. 

Therefore, the better way to do it, in my opinion, is to 
increase the incentive for the private sector of our econ- 
omy where five out of six jobs exist today so that our 
private sector will expand and provide jobs. The proposal 
that you indicate won’t work, it never has worked in the 
history of any country, and the proposals that I have 
suggested are working, so I strongly support them. 

Q. Mr. President, I wish I could shake your hand, be- 
cause I think you are one of the greatest Presidents that 
has come along in recent history. 

Tue Presment. Thank you very, very much, sir. 

Yes, ma’am. 

Q. I was waiting for him to shake your hand. 


[The President shook hands with the previous questtoner.] 


Q. Mr. President, because I am getting over a cold, 
Mr. Caldwell will read my question for me. Thank you. 

Q. Since the Parent Locator Service law is now in 
operation, titled Office of Child Support Enforcement 
through Federal funding as of January 28-29, 1976, and 
is affiliated with the social security service, why is it nec- 
essary to spend welfare funds over a period of months on 
one case to locate a delinquent missing father of a de- 
pendent child or children to receive court designated pay- 
ments who are not on welfare when the social security 
number is available and could be traced in a shorter period 
of time? Would this not be saving a lot of tax dollars? 

THE PresmENT. The legislation to which you refer was 
passed about a year, year and a half ago. What it seeks 
to do is to give new tools to Federal officials and to local 
officials to locate runaway pappies so that they can be 
brought back to take care of their financial responsibili- 
ties to their children and to their former wife—but primar- 
ily to their children. That legislation was long overdue. 
The first bill that I introduced in the House of Represent- 
atives in 1949 was called the runaway pappy bill, because 
fathers go from New Hampshire to Michigan or Ohio or 
Florida, get a job, they don’t take care of the court- 
ordered financial responsibilities for their children, That 
legislation finally materialized into what was passed a 
year and a half ago, and I can assure you we are going to 
make it work because it would relieve the welfare burden 
and it would force so-called runaway pappies to pay for 
their financial responsibilities to their children. We are 
going to make that law work, I can assure you. 

Q. I don’t want to take question time away from some- 
one else, but I just have one more question. 

THE Presment. Sure. 

Q. This has happened over a period of 10 years. I have 
raised 8 children for 16 years. Now, when I went to Social 
Security, they denied there was any such office in Wash- 
ington. I found the address through, really, pressure, and 
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because I am not a welfare parent, I had to send $20 to 
start the case. The Social Security here in Keene knows 
where my husband is, knows where he is employed. When 
the welfare worker called me after they received my check, 
she told me it would be 4 months before I would hear 
anything. 

Now, I think that is a disgrace, because that girl in 
that welfare department could be working on something 
else for 4 months if they know right now where he is. 

Tue Preswent. There are problems. The first one is 
that kind of service should not be condoned and it won’t 
be, and if you will give me your name and address, we 
will see what we can do effectively to help you. 

The second point is, I think employees in the welfare 
office are actually State employees, not Federal employees. 
I am not trying to pass the buck, but I think that is true 
in every State that I am personally familiar with. But I 
can assure you, if we get the information from you, we 
will see what can be done at the Federal level. There is 
no excuse whatsoever for a court order not being enforced 
and getting the information to you so that you can find 
your runaway pappy and make him pay up. 

Q. Thank you. 

Q. Mr. President, during your press conference on 
Tuesday night, when asked about the influence or impact 
of Mr. Nixon’s visit to China, you stated that he had not 
been briefed and the visit was to be treated in the same 
fashion as any other private Americans would. 

Now, why was it not 18 months or 19 months ago— 
whatever it was—you didn’t treat him as any other Amer- 
ican and have him face criminal charges in the same way 
as any other American would instead of pardoning him? 
Now, at the time I more or less agreed with you, but now 
don’t you, in retrospect, don’t you feel in some way that 
you were maybe a bit premature in your decision? 

THE PreswenT. Not at all. 

Q. Could you explain why? 


Tue Present. In the first place, as far as penalty 
is concerned, the former President obviously resigned in 
disgrace. That is a pretty severe penalty—1 out of 37 
Presidents had that happen to him. 

Number two, as long as that situation festered, there 
would be continuous problems developing from the Spe- 
cial Prosecutor and so forth. The only way to get rid of 
the problem was to do as I did so we could concentrate 
on the problems of the economy and strengthening our 
efforts to achieve and to maintain peace. I think it was 
the right thing to do. I defend it. And the treatment that 
he is getting in going to China is just like that of any other 
private citizen. 

Q. Mr. President, I came down from the north coun- 
try to ask you an economic question. These campaigns 
are very good up in the north country for all the candi- 
dates because they take up storefronts and they eat in the 
restaurants and everything. But Stanley Arnold will be 
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back on Park Avenue this time next year and Shriver will 
probably be running his mart and I guess Carter will be 
working for Maddox—[laughter|—and Loeb will only 
have the Dartmouth students to pick on and then he won’t 
be selling many newspapers. 

What I would like to ask you, on behalf of the fellows 
in the ski business, will you come up and go skiing with 
us next year, Mr. President? 

THE Present. You don’t have to worry. The answer 
is yes. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

Tue Preswent. But let me point out that I started 
skiing in New Hampshire back in 1938 and 1939 and did 
for 3 years, so I have skied in North Conway and all 
throughout New England a long, long time ago when we 
didn’t have the kind of bindings and the boots and the 
poles and all the other stuff that we have today, and I was 
not very good then. I am a little better now. [Laughter] 
But I left an awful lot of sitz marks all over New England. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, in view of your response to a pre- 
vious question regarding Ronald Reagan’s support for 
repeal of the Congressional payraise scheme, the secret 
plotting described by the L.A. Times was reconfirmed 
February 14 with Donald Smith of the Congressional 
Quarterly. 

Mr. President, my question concerns only elected offi- 
cials—Senators and Representatives, not appointees. Do 
you think it is wise public policy to guarantee Congressmen 
protection from inflation, counter to the view of Governor 
Reagan? 

Tue Preswent. | think that a Member of the House 
and Senate ought to have fair treatment, and I think it is 
demagoguery to isolate them from all other people who 
work for the Federal Government. I think they ought to 
be fairly treated and I think it is pure political demagogu- 
ery to allege otherwise. 

Q. Mr. President, do you feel the Chinese Government, 
by extending an invitation to former President Nixon to 
visit China, in any way reflects the deterioration of exist- 
ing relations between the Office of the President and the 
nation of China? 

THE PresiwenT. Not at all. I have visited China twice, 
once in 1972 for 12 days where I had the opportunity to 
travel extensively in the People’s Republic of China; I 
returned this year, or last year, in December and had an 
opportunity to talk personally with Chairman Mao. I can 
assure you—because I was there—that the relations be- 
tween the People’s Republic of China and the United 
States are good and they are going to continue to be good, 
and there is no reason whatsoever for anyone to doubt 
that. 

It is important for us to have a relationship, one that 
recognizes their system is different than ours, but it rec- 
ognizes also that there are 800 million-plus people in 
China with a vast land area and we ought to keep that 


relationship. We are keeping it, and Chairman Mao and 
the other people that I talked with are as anxious as we are 
to maintain that relationship. It is good. It is good for 
them and it is good for us, and we intend to keep it that 
way. 

Q. The Democrats, particularly Senator Harris, have 
proposed to break up the food and energy monopolies, cit- 
ing the fact that they are illegal, that they promote infla- 
tion, and that they have killed competition and the idea 
of free enterprise in America. Have you ordered the Attor- 
ney General to enforce the law of the land in the antitrust 
laws on the books? 

THE Present. Against what industry? 

Q. The food and oil monopolies. 

Tue Preswent. The Department of Justice, the Anti- 
trust Division has been strengthened in numbers and per- 
sonnel since I became President, and in the budget that I 
submitted for the next fiscal year we added additional per- 
sonnel. And we have a first class Attorney General who is 
a former antitrust lawyer, served in the Department of 
Justice and worked on the Hill, and is a very qualified 
man. I can assure you that he and his department will 
carry out the law as far as antitrust activities are 
concerned. 

I should add this: Better than a year ago, I recom- 
mended to the Congress some strengthening of our anti- 
trusts laws, including added penalties for criminal viola- 
tion of those antitrust statutes. So, our record is good, as far 
as the Department of Justice is concerned, as far as new 
legislation is concerned, and I can assure you, if there is 
any monopoly in the food business or in the oil business, 
Attorney General Ed Levi will go after them. 

Q. Would you say that the food and oil monopolies are 
adding to the inflation in the U.S.? 

Tue PresweENt. Well, the main cause of inflation in 
the oil business is the fact that we now buy 40 percent of 
our oil from foreign sources and it is a cartel in the Middle 
East. That is the reason why we are having added costs in 
fuel oil and gasoline and so forth. Forty percent of our 
current oil supply comes from overseas. We don’t control 
those prices. Those prices are controlled by the cartel, not 
by us. What we have to do is give an incentive to increase 
our own domestic oil production and we will be free of the 
stranglehold that the foreign oil cartel has over us. 

Now, if you take food, the farmer gets a lot of blame. 
I don’t think he deserves it. The real problem is from the 
time it leaves the farm until it is bought by the consumer. 
The middleman, from the time it leaves the farm until it 
is sold to the consumer, that is where the problem is, and 
if there is a monopoly, whether it is in labor or manage- 
ment, the Department of Justice will go after them. 

Q. I think we have time for one more question. 

Tue Preswent. Three more—I like this. 

Q. Mr. President, you said 2 weeks ago that you were 
going to let the voters vote on your record. Why have you 
come back to New Hampshire? 
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Tue Present. Pardon, sir? 

Q. Why have you come back to New Hampshire? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I think it is very wholesome 
for me to have an opportunity to see, what—3,000 people 
here in Keene. I think I can benefit from the questions 
that are being asked, and I hope that my answers are help- 
ful to those that want to get some information. I am back 
here because I think it is important to win in New Hamp- 
shire, I think we are going to win, and it will get us on the 
road to victory to win in August in Kansas City and to 
win November 2 in the general election. I like people from 
New Hampshire and that is why I am here. 

Q. Mr. President, before I state my question, sir, I 
would just like to state previous!y my premises. To me, 
freedom is intimately connected with work. The two are 
inseparable. 

Tue Preswent. Work? 

Q. With work, yes sir. For a man to be free he must be 
able to determine the kind of things he produces, the way 
he produces them, the way he advertises them, the people 
to whom he sells them. Now my question is this: Has your 
Administration under consideration any legislation that 
would grant representation on the boards of directors of 
large corporations to the people who work for these cor- 
porations and to the citizens who live immediately around 
these corporations, so that the people who are most inti- 
mately affected by the decisions of these corporations have 
input into the decisionmaking process of the corporations? 
It seems to me that until the people get true freedom— 
that to have freedom come from on high is a negation of 
what true freedom really is. 

THE Presment. Well, under our system you have to 
give representation to the people who have invested their 
money into the building of the plant and the purchasing 
of the equipment 

Q. If I can interrupt for a second, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT. for the operation of the facility. 
Now, there are instances where employees have bought 
the business. Obviously, in that case the people who are 
employed ought to run the place, not only in the manage- 
ment but in the plant itself. 

In a number of cases where you have stock ownership 
programs where an employee or the employees buy stock 
and, therefore, are a part-owner, there is representation 
by those employees or somebody representing them on the 
board of directors, and that is very proper. Whether or not 
you should go beyond that would create some consider- 
able change in our whole system. 

Now, it has been tried in Germany, West Germany, 
with some success. Whether it ought to be tried here or 
not, I think, it is premature to make any comment. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to know, if the United 
States was ever in a world war situation, would you 
authorize the first strike, and if the answer to this is no, 
then how do you justify such a high defense budget? 
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Tue Presment. The United States has no plans for 
any first strike, but now let me answer the second ques- 
tion. The United States Government has been putting 
less and less of our resources into our national security for 
the last 10 years, and the net result has been that the 
percentage of the Federal funds that go to defense this 
year is 24 percent and social programs derive about 50 
to 55 percent of the total Federal expenditures. 

We have reached a point of diminishing return for 
several reasons. One, the Soviet Union, during the same 
period, has increased their expenditures out of their total 
government expenditures, their total GNP, and if we 
don’t correct the situation—which I am trying to do and 
tried to do last year—the national security of this country 
will be in some jeopardy. 

Last year I recommended a defense budget of about 
$100 billion, which was about 25 percent of the total 
expenditures by our Government for our national security. 
The Congress cut $7, 200 million out of it. It was 
a mistake. This year I have recommended expenditures of 
$100.1 billion, which is for the second time in 10 years 
that a President has recommended a change in that curve. 

If the Congress is wise enough to support my defense 
budget, we will spend roughly 25 percent of our total 
expenditures for our national security. I think that is 
right. You can’t have the freedom in America unless you 
have the necessary military capability to deter war or to 
defend America. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask you this question: 
What do you do as a President, and may I shake your 
hand? } 

Tue Presment. Did I understand the question—what 
do I do as President? [Laughter] 


Well, I spend about 14 hours a day at the job, but 
it is a complicated job, dealing with some 2,100,000 civil- 
ian workers, 2,100,000 military personnel, and making 
sure that our country is strong econemically and inter- 
nationally or in foreign policy. I have to deal with the 
Congress, and believe me, that is a problem. [Laughter] 
All except for Jim Cleveland over here, 

Now, if you would like, just stroll up here and I would 
be glad to shake hands with you. 

[The President shook hands with the previous questioner.] 

Let’s do two more and then we will call it quits. I enjoy 
this. It’s great. 

Q. Mr. President, could you reiterate the justification 
of originally saying you would not pardon President Nixon 
and then going ahead and pardoning him? 

THE Preswent. I didn’t hear what you said. 

Q. Would you please repeat why you said you would 
not pardon President Nixon? 

Tue Present. I never said I wouldn't. I said that I 
did and I thought it was right at the time and for good 
reasons, period. 
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Q. Mr. President, I would like to know, you said you 
like good relations with the People’s Republic of China. 
What about the Republic of China on Formosa? 

Tue Preswent. We have excellent relations with the 
Chinese Nationalist Government. I have been there. I 
know their top people. It has been a good ally. We have 
a defense treaty with them. They are good friends and 
we are going to stick by them. 

Q. When are you going to visit them again? 

Tue Preswwent. Well, I am pretty busy right now. 
[Laughter] 

Q. I wish you good luck, Mr. President. 

Tue PResweENT. One more and then we will quit. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to know if you like the 
job as President or if you would rather have another job, 
and why? 

Tue Preswent. Well, I really enjoy the job. I enjoy 
the challenge. I get up every morning—I can’t wait to 
get to the office. [Laughter] That is true. That is true. I 
thoroughly enjoy it and I like to go home and have dinner 
with Betty, but I like to stay and get the job done every 
day. It is a great challenge because we have problems, 
but they are solvable and I enjoy the opportunity to work 
with people in trying to solve those problems, and I like 
the job and that is why I am a candidate and that is why 
I would appreciate your support next Tuesday and on 
November 2. 

Thank you very much. 

[At this point, the President left the main gymnasium and entered 
the girls’ gymnasium where the overflow crowd had assembled. After 


being introduced by Mrs. Ford, the President continued answering 
questions.] 


Mrs. Forp. I appreciate how much it means to us that 
you have all been here and stayed here, and it gives me 
great pleasure to present the President of the United 
States. [Laughter] 

Tue Preswent. Those are kinder words than she usu- 
ally gives me. [Laughter] 

Let me thank you all for coming, staying, and it is a 
great privilege and pleasure for both Betty and myself to 
come and see you all first-hand. If I don’t violate the 
rules of the house, can I take a couple of questions here? 
I would be delighted to. 

Yes, sir? 

Q. Mr. President, what plans do you have for the next 
4 years to balance the Federal budget? 

Tue Present. Well, in the budget that I submitted 
to the Congress in January, if the Congress holds the re- 
straint on Federal spending that I have recommended, we 
can have a balanced budget in 3 years. The Federal budget 
has been growing at the rate of 11 percent per year for 
the last 10 years. In the budget that I submitted it cuts 
that in half—it cuts the growth in the Federal budget 
expenditure-wise by 50 percent. 


If we can, instead of going up like that, can cut it in 
half, we can have a balanced budget in 3 years and that 
will include another tax cut. So, it is the kind of a budget 
that is, I think, responsible. It puts the main emphasis 
on the private sector and it gets some of these uncontrol- 
lable programs in the Federal Government under control. 

Q. Mr. President, why didn’t you take stronger lead- 
ership on the question of conservation, really lay it on the 
people? We have to start saving more energy—we are 
running out. 

Tue Presment. Let me say that I think it is unfor- 
tunate that America has not done as well as most other 
major industrial countries throughout the world. I was 
looking at some statistics just yesterday. Virtually every 
Western European country since the oil embargo of 1973 
has done better than we have in conservation. Now, the 
American people will always respond to a crisis, but un- 
fortunately, once the oil embargo was lifted the American 
people mainly went back to many of their old habits, 

Now, I do have to say this: Prior to the oil embargo, 
the rate of growth in energy use in this country was about 
6 to 7 percent per year. At the present time, that has been 
cut to a rate of growth of about 1 percent, so we are doing 
better but, compared to many other countries, we are not 
doing as well as we should. 

Now, in order to conserve energy I have recommended 
to the Congress a number of proposals: One, to increase 
the efficiency of our automotive industry in the cars that 
they produce; another, to provide a tax incentive for 
people to insulate their homes, a proposal of $80 million 
to get individuals who were in the disadvantaged groups 
to have insulation provided by their Government so that 
we could save energy in that way. We are trying to get 
more utilization out of our railroad system rather than 
relying on the automobile and the airplane. We are doing 
some things, but I happen to agree with you that we ought 
to do better. 

Yes, sir? 

Q. Mr. President, it is nice to see you here this eve- 
ning. My question is, a few weeks ago the Boston Globe 
stated that Margaret Chase Smith of Maine said she was 
surprised that you were still in the running as a candidate 
and she was wondering why you had not quit as yet. 

THe Present. I was a little surprised myself— 
[laughter]|—because I have always had very cordial and 
good relations with former Senator Smith, I admired her 
then and I admire her now. 

The reason I am running is because I think I am the 
only person with a moderate middle-of-the-road political 
philosophy that can win as a Republican or as a Demo- 
crat, and I think it is virtually important for the future 
of America having somebody who is not on one side or the 
other. 

I think it is important for a person who has a middle- 
of-the-road philosophy to win to give us the kind of 
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strength at home and the kind of strength abroad that is 
needed, not only for our generation but for a lot of these 
kids I see here tonight. 
Q. Mr. President, bow do you feel about foreign aid? 
Tue Present. How do I feel about foreign aid? 


Well, let me give you an example of how foreign aid was" 


very helpful, and then I can give you some examples 
where it hasn’t worked. 

I see some people in this audience who came back from 
World War II when Western Europe was devastated. And 
if it had not been rehabilitated, most of the Western Euro- 
pean countries today would be under communism. But 
the United States contributed a substantial amount of 
money to the rebuilding of Western Europe, and the net 
result is we have freedom in those countries—France, 
West Germany, Belgium, Holland, and so forth. That 
was a good investment by America in a foreign aid 
program. 

Now, we have helped some other countries where the 
programs have been good. I think the Chinese National- 
ist Government on Taiwan, we helped them. We are no 
longer helping them because they are on their own. 

Now, we have made some bad investments, too. So I 
think you have to realize that in programs that involve 
distant lands, different kinds of people, different kinds of 
societies, you will be successful one day and you may not 
be as successful the next. 

I think the United States should have a responsible 
foreign aid program for two reasons: One, humanitarian. 
We ought to help people less well off than ourselves. 
Americans are generous, humane, and we ought to help 
them. Secondly, I think we ought to in order to help our- 
selves in the implementation and execution of our foreign 
policy. 

Yes, sir? 

Q. Mr. President, I want to say two things before I 
ask a question. Number one, bring your wife with you 
on all your campaigns. She is a real asset to you. 

Tue Present. I agree. So are my kids, too, and I 
am proud of them. 

Q. I have a good many questions. I think when people 
are well-informed they do right, and you have done it 
straight with me and I think you have done a good job. 

I have a little question I would like to ask. We are 
thinking of phasing out Fort Devens. We have phased out 
almost all of our forts here in New England, and I think 
you should consider thinking it over before you phase 
it out. 

THE PreswentT. Let me respond to that. The Depart- 
ment of Defense is always in the process of trying to ana- 
lyze where they can get the best results from the utiliza- 
tion of facilities. Three years ago we had 3,500,000 men 
in the armed services; today we have 2,100,000, so we 
don’t need as big a base. I am not saying that Fort Devens 
is going to be closed or it won’t be closed. All I am saying 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


is that the Department of Defense is analyzing the situ- 
ation because first the Congress cut them $7 billion in the 
defense bill for this current fiscal year, and that is about 
8 percent. 

I added money for next year but, nevertheless, I can 
assure you that Fort Devens or any other facilities will get 
a fair shake, but the Defense Department will make the 
analysis. 

Thank you very much. 

All right. Two more. This young lady back here. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to know what you feel 
should be our projected military involvement in Angola. 

Tue Preswent. I don’t think our military involvement 
should be in Angola at all. I never proposed that one 
American soldier ever go to Angola. But I did say and I 
tried to convince the Congress that we ought to help in a 
very small way the two organizations that were fighting 
the MPLA. And those two organizations, UNITA and 
FNLA, had more Angolans in their organizations than the 
MPLA did and they were winning until 12,000 Cubans 
and $200 million worth of Soviet arms went into the 
MPLA. 

I am convinced that we should help people who want 
to help themselves and we were anxious to help two out of 
three to give them arms for them to solve the problem 
themselves. The Congress didn’t vote for it and the net 
result is the Soviet Union and 12,000 Cuban Communist 
mercenaries are in effect running that country. I don’t 
think that is good. 

Yes, sir? 

Q. How long do you want to be President? [Laughter] 

Tue Presment. Well, I would like to be President 
until January 20, 1981. 

Q. Can you tell what your stand is on nuclear power- 
plants and the Government supporting and regulating to 
reduce, if nothing else, the anxiety? There seems to be an 
economic interest in this. 

THE Preswent. Let me answer the latter part first. I 
know of no prospective energy source that our Govern- 
ment isn’t supporting. I have increased the research and 
development in solar energy by about 40 percent, from 
about $80 million to $120 million in the next fiscal year. 
We have increased the money for geothermal research and 
development. We have put around $160 million into coal 
research so that we could make it cleaner and that we 
could make it a more productive fuel. 

If you know a source of energy that we are not support- 
ing, I would like to hear about it and we will look into it. 
Every scientist that can come up with a responsible source 
of energy for us to seek to develop, we have got money 
in it. 

Now, talking about nuclear energy, there is an agency 
or a commission called the Nuclear Regulatory Agency 
[Commission]. It has the responsibility of taking the ap- 
plications for nuclear plants, analyzing the design and the 
construction, the site and determining whether that plant 
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should be built in that area. We now have roughly 50 
nuclear plants in this country. 

I saw some statistics the other day—and these are undis- 
puted—that the chance of any nuclear accident to an 
individual is 1 in 2 billion, something like that, and the 
chances are far, far less according to the statistics than be- 
ing struck by lightning. Now, that does not mean we can- 
not improve this situation, and I added to the budget for 
the next fiscal year a substantial amount of money to make 
nuclear reactors safer and to make them more reliable. I 
think we need nuclear energy under the right conditions, 
and they will only be approved by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Agency [Commission] if they are. — 

This lady has the last question. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 

I am very much concerned about the rules and regula- 
lations that override the State laws. The people who make 
the rules and regulations are not answerable to our people 
because they are not elected officials. Is there some way 
that you could set up a legislative subcommittee to over- 
see the rules and regulations or get their approval before 
they are finally made? 

THE PREsIDENT. I am sure you are familiar with the 
fact that under our system of government of checks and 
balances, the President can’t tell the Congress to establish 
a committee or a subcommittee; they are a separate and 
coordinate branch of our government. In fact, they would 
probably do just the opposite if I recommended it. If you 
recommended it, they might proceed with it. I am being 
very serious. I don’t think that the Federal Government— 
and I can only speak for the Federal Government— 
should override responsible local or State decisions, and 
frankly that is one of the reasons why I have tried hard 
to get the Congress to move from categorical grant pro- 
grams where some bureaucrat in Washington makes the 
decision and overrides the decisionmaking process of a 
local official or a State official. Under the program where 
I recommend taking Federal money and giving it to the 
local officials and State officials, then you don’t have some 
bureaucrat in Washington making the decision; you have 
the process handled right here in Keene or Manchester or 
Portsmouth or Conway or any one of the other places. 

Thank you all. It is a great pleasure to see you. Good 
luck to you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at a public forum sponsored 
by the Keene Jaycees. 


Keene, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks at the Harper’s Acre 
Retirement Home. February 19, 1976 


Thank you very, very much. First, I want to express, 
on behalf of Betty and myself, our appreciation for the 
Opportunity to come to Harper’s Acres and to meet all of 


you and have an opportunity of saying hello and to enjoy 
your friendship and hospitality. 

As I was walking around and meeting all of you, I 
could not help but think to myself what a great contri- 
bution each and every one of you have made to make this 
country—what it is today—and all of you and many, 
many millions like you all over the country have done the 
same. 

You lived through some very difficult times during your 
lifetime. You lived through the depression, you lived 
through World War II, you lived through the changes 
that have come technologically during your lifetime, from 
the horse and buggy to a trip to the moon. You have lived 
through the great progress that has been made in the area 
of controlling some of the diseases that 20 years ago we 
thought were incurable. 

Science has done wonderful things for America and 
does wonderful things for people all over the world. As I 
travel and see many people like you, all young people 
should be forever grateful that during your lifetimes you 
have met the challenges, whether it was problems in 
peacetime or struggles during wartime. I, for one, am 
grateful and I think all young people, when they read 
the pages of history, will reflect—will likewise be grateful 
that you contributed so much and made this a better place 
for them to live. I know they respect you. I know that they 
feel strongly about you personally and what each and 
every one of you have done for their country. 

As a result of what you have done, all of us owe you a 
great debt of gratitude which means that whether it is 
through social security or railroad retirement or govern- 
ment retirement or any one of the other many private pro- 
grams, we have to make sure and make positive all of you 
can enjoy the opportunity of being here with each other 
without worrying about the finances, without worrying 
about the cost of medical care. 

We are going to keep the Social Security Trust Fund 
strong so that Americans in your age group don’t have to 
worry at your age about the tremendous problems of 
catastrophic illness, and every one of us in this room has 
known families or known people who have had that mis- 
fortune. 

America owes it to you to make sure that you don’t 
have the anxiety or the cost. Let me make one final pledge 
to all of you. You have done much for America and as a 
result I am proud to be, you are proud to be an Ameri- 
can, and you are proud of America. 

Our obligation is to repay the debt to you and to make 
sure that America is good, is strong, and a better place to 
live for your children, your grandchildren and your great 
grandchildren. That is our pledge to you. 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. 
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Dover, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the Dover Chamber of Commerce Breakfast. 
February 20, 1976 


Tue Presment. Thank you very, very much, Ray. 
Thank all of you for coming here this morning and par- 
ticipating in this very informal and I hope informative 
get-together in Dover. It is a great pleasure to be in your 
community. It is a great pleasure to be in New Hamp- 
shire. I have been here a good many times over the years, 
and it is a special pleasure to be here on this occasion. 

I have a prepared text which I will not use. I will 
summarize it because I think it is much more important 
that I get an opportunity to respond to your questions. 
So, what I will do is summarize what we have released 
to my good friends in the press, and then I look forward 
to the opportunity to answering your questions. 

Let me make three points, if I might. I got up this 
morning—and I am an avid reader of newspapers—and 
I happened to be looking through one of the Boston 
papers and I could not help but notice the headline on 
this story, “Greenspan-Burns Optimistic About The Pace 
Of Recovery.” Well, they are both people that I highly re- 
spect, and their views have turned out to be right. But 
then, as I read the news story in the second paragraph, 
I found some astounding support which I think is more 
indicative than even what Alan Greenspan and Arthur 
Burns have said. 

Let me quote from the news story, which is a quote 
from this very distinguished Member of the Congress. It 
goes on: “And they were joined by U.S. Senator Hubert 
Humphrey, Democrat of Minnesota, who said at a Joint 
Economic Committee hearing, ‘I am a little more bullish 
on the economy than most people I listen to.’ ” Well, if he 
is more bullish than Greenspan and Burns, we are really 
on the way. 

Well, the facts are we have gone through a tough 12 
months because about a year ago we were still at an in- 
flation rate which was far too high. It had been 12 to 14 
percent; it was starting down. About 12 months ago, we 
were really on the brink and falling rapidly into the worst 
recession this country had had since the end of World 
War II. All of the economic signs were gloomy and dis- 
mal. 

But in the interim, because of steady, realistic, com- 
monsense policies, this economy has turned around, and 
it has turned around not only because of the good policies 
I think we have but it has turned around because the 
American people kept their cool, didn’t panic. And what 
do we see at the present time? 

Well, 2 weeks ago we got some excellent news that the 
unemployment had dropped and that employment had 
gone up 800,000 in a 1-month span and gone up 2,100,- 


000 over a period of about 8 months. Last week we got 
some additional good news in the battle against infla- 
tion—we actually had no increase in the Wholesale Price 
Index and if you go back for the last 4 months, actually, 
there is a net decrease in the Wholesale Price Index which 
is, of course, the forerunner as to what we can anticipate 
in the Consumer Price Index. 

Now I have not seen the figures that are coming out 
this morning, but from everything we have seen, we are 
going to get some good news this morning, in addition, 
on the Consumer Price Index, which means that instead 
of 12 to 14 percent inflation 12 to 18 months ago, we are 
at 6 percent or less and it is going down. 

What we have done is to really get a handle on the most 
insidious of all adverse economic factors. But there are 
some other things that I think generate the kind of op- 
timism that has now converted Hubert Humphrey to our 
point of view. [Laughter] 

We now have people working longer hours with more 
productivity. The real wages have gone up. All of these 
things convince me that our free enterprise system is good. 
It is the best way to solve our problems—not with some 
quick fix, make-work Government program. And the net 
result is America is on the right road, and we are going 
to continue that way. 

Now a few other points. I know because of the close 
proximity of Portsmouth Naval Base that all of you, not 
only for that reason but because you are interested in 
national defense, I would like to say a word or two about 
national security and the Navy, particularly. 

Last year, in January, I submitted the second highest 
defense budget in the history of the United States. Unfor- 
tunately, the Congress cut it by $7 billion. I think that 
was a serious mistake. 

This last January, just a month ago, I submitted the 
largest defense budget in the history of the United States. 
The question is legitimately asked: Why? The reason is 
very simple. If we are going to be stréng enough to deter 
aggression and maintain the peace and if we are going to 
be strong enough to protect our national interests, the 
United States must be second to none in military capa- 
bility. 

Some questions have been raised about the capability 
of the United States Navy. I served 4 years in the United 
States Navy. I served on the Appropriations Committee in 
the House of Representatives that handled all the money 
for the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines for 12 years. 
So, I know something about the Navy as well as the de- 
fense programs, policies, personnel, and otherwise. 

During World War II we built our Navy, in size, tre- 
mendously. For a period of some 20 years following World 
War II, we didn’t build many capital ships. We rehabil- 
itated them, and the net result was we developed what they 
call “bloc obsolescence.” About 2 years ago we started a 
new Navy shipbuilding program. 
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In the budget that I submitted for the next fiscal year, 
we put in the most money for the building of Navy capital 
ships in the history of the United States Navy, and the net 
result is we are on our way to overcoming the problem of 
bloc obsolescence and to make our Navy as it has been, as 
it will be, and as it must be—the best Navy in the whole 
world. 

But I think we have to be realistic. In the last 5 years 
the Soviet Union has increased their navy tremendously. 
As a matter of fact, they have some 900 ships. Their ton- 
nage is not as great as ours; their numbers are greater. 

We are in the process of a study conducted by the Sec- 
retary of Defense to see whether we should further ac- 
celerate our Navy shipbuilding program. Let me assure 
you that if that study comes back—and it is supposed to be 
completed within the next 6 months—we will submit the 
necessary funding to the Congress to accelerate that ship- 
building program. 

We cannot and will not let any other nation dominate 
the world seas. The United States must, and it will. 

Now let me talk very quickly about one other matter. 
You may have read about or seen something to the effect 
that I have submitted comprehensive programs for the 
reorganization of our intelligence community. In the proc- 
ess of that reorganization I had two fundamental 
objectives : 

Number one, to strengthen the Central Intelligence 
Agency and the remainder of the intelligence community. 
Under no circumstances will my Administration, in any 
way whatsoever, hurt—and the last thing I would do 
would be to dismantle—the Central Intelligence Agency. 
It is a good, fine, excellently operated, totally necessary 
part of our Federal Government, and we are going to 
have, as we have had, the best intelligence community that 
any country could possibly have. 

Secondly, there were some abuses. Let’s be honest and 
frank. They were minor in total although serious where 
they were actually committed. Under the new organiza- 
tion with the new restrictions that I have applied, there 
will be no abuses. The Central Intelligence Agency will 
be precluded from undertaking any of those things that, 
unfortunately, got some individuals and the organization 
in some trouble. 

I don’t want to go into the details of how it is to be 
structured, but I can assure you we are going to end up 
with an intelligence capability that will be our best secu- 
rity in peacetime and the best security in case of any diffi- 
culties around the world and, at the same time, the private 
rights of American citizens will be totally protected. It is a 
good plan and I think the Congress will approve of it. 

With those observations, Ray, I will be very glad to 
respond to any questions. 

Q. Mr. President, as a member of the general audience 
I would like to welcome you to the city of Dover although 


I do not think you have Hubert Humphrey converted over 
to your way of thinking. [Laughter] 

THE Preswent. Well, it is nice to hear what he says. 

Q. It is. 

As far as the question goes, you might perhaps not 
know that the city of Dover and the seacoast community 
has got a large Greek-American population. The recent 
Cyprus situation as well as the Aegean situation with Tur- 
key and Greece has left some questions on our minds on 
how your Administration is handling the situation. 

I am sure you know that you as well as Dr. Kissinger 
are not the most popular guys in Athens right now, but 
how are you proposing to improve that particular situa- 
tion, especially our relationship with the Athens regime 
at this time? 

THE PresIpENT. Let me say that both myself and Dr. 
Kissinger have been working since August of 1973 to try 
and get the Turkish Government and the Greek Govern- 
ment to sit down and negotiate with the Turkish and 
Greek Cypriots—Mr. Denktash and Mr. Clerides. And 
those two gentlemen met February 17 to discuss and to 
try and resolve some of the difficulties and to solve the 
problem. 

I think we have to go back historically a bit. I don’t 
condone what was done either by the former Greek Gov- 
ernment when they tried to assassinate Makarios and to 
move in—I don’t think that was right. I don’t think 
the Turkish Government was right to move in with 40,000 
troops to do what they have done. 

What we have to do is convince the Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots, with the support of the Turkish as well as the 
Greek Government, to resolve the problems of territory, 
the refugees which, of course, is the most important prob- 
lem, and the kind of government that will actually control 
Cyprus. 

Now what have I done? I have talked personally with 
the Prime Minister of Turkey on two occasions, Prime 
Minister Demirel, and told him it was mandatory that 
there be a settlement, mandatory for a wide variety of 
reasons—the welfare of the people on the island of 
Cyprus, the strengthening of NATO, and the mainte- 
nance of the Turkish-U.S. relations. 

I have talked twice with Prime Minister Karamanlis 
urging that he cooperate to the maximum. I think we are 
making some headway, and the present talks that are 
going on are somewhat encouraging. But I am sure you 
recognize the tension that has lived in that area not for 
the last 3 years but for literally centuries. 


We are using our maximum diplomatic capability to 
not only solve the Cyprus problem but the concurrent 
problems of the Aegean Sea. And it is one of my deepest 
concerns because of the reasons that I have indicated. I 
can assure you that we are going to continue to put pres- 
sure on all parties to get a settlement. 
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Q. Mr. President, I think you know that in New Hamp- 
shire energy costs are among the highest in the Nation. 
Do you feel that the Federal Government is doing enough 
to develop solar energy and other substitute sources of 
energy for oil? 

Tue Present. I can tell you that in the budget that 
I submitted to the Congress for the next fiscal year, I 
increased the research and development funding for solar 
energy from roughly $80 million to about $120 million. 
It is, what—30, 35 percent increase. I put into the budget 
virtually every penny that any one of the agencies asked 
for solar energy research and development. 

It is a very greatly expanding program, and it is cov- 
ered in the Energy Research and Development Agency 
[Administration] and HUD. And in all of the agencies 
that have any research and development capability, if they 
wanted solar energy research money they got virtually 
every penny that they asked for—even in a tight budget 
year. 

It is one of our great potentials. It is not something 
that is going to come overnight in a vast way, but it has 
a long-range potentiality where we must do the research 
and development, and we are doing it right now. 

I think I am always an optimist; I think we will get a 
breakthrough quicker than some of the pessimists feel. 

Q. Mr. President, my question to you is: How can we 
stop the environmental freaks from halting construction 
of a nuclear powerplant in Seabrook, New Hampshire? 

Tue Present. I think that all of you recognize that 
once an application for the construction of a nuclear 
powerplant is in the hands of a regulatory agency— 
whether I want the issue before that agency to be as pro- 
tracted or contentious as it is—that it would be inappro- 
priate for the President to interject himself in and tell the 
five members of the Nuclear Regulatory Agency [Com- 
mission} that they should do something one way or 
another. 

I think it would be unethical, and furthermore, I think 
it probably would be illegal. I can only say that I am a 
strong advocate of nuclear power. I happen to believe 
that the safety record and the reliability record of the 50 
nuclear plants that we have around the country has been 
mary nf 

In January of 1975, in my State of the Union Message, 
I said we had to construct 200 more nuclear powerplants 
in the next 10 years. I have faith in their reliability. And 
to make sure of that, I added money rather ‘significantly 
in the budget for the next fiscal year to make certain that 
the Energy Research and Development Agency [Admin- 
istration] would proceed to make certain of safety and 
reliability. 

So, number one, I am optimistic that we can build them 
on a nationwide basis. Number two, I think it is abso- 
lutely essential that they be built and made operative. But 
for me to pass judgment in the position I have and tell 


an agency or an independent agency that they should do 
this or do that just isn’t the right thing to do. 

Now, I would like to add, it is my observation that the 
pendulum has swung so that we have many responsible 
environmentalists who are not taking the positions they 
did 3 or 4 years ago, and I think that is encouraging 
because they know that we now have limitations and 
restrictions that are responsible. And they also know that 
we must free this country from being held up by the Arab 
oil cartel, and nuclear energy is one way they can do that. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like to ask you what are you 
going to do to boost the housing program? 

Tue Presipent. Let me say, first, that in the budget 
that I submitted in January, on the basis of the persuasion 
of the Secretary of HUD, Carla Hills, I added approxi- 
mately 400,000 more housing units that rely primarily on 
the Federal Government to get going. She made a very 
good case. I agreed, even though money is tight in the 
Federal budget, but it is a homebuilding program where 
the Federal Government can really move in and help. So 
that is one point. 

Number two, if we are going to really get a massive, 
nationwide housing program underway, we have to make 
money available to borrowers at reasonable interest rates. 
We cannot have the Federal Government, therefore, have 
such a huge deficit and have to borrow so much money 
that they crowd out the home buyers in the money markets 
of this country. 


So what we are trying to do is hold down Federal ex- 
penditures, reduce the deficit, and make more money 
available in the money markets of this countrv. 

The net result is we have had the greatest inflow in 
deposits in savings and loans in the last 9 months I think, 
in the history of the country, which means there is money 
now available in the private market. And it has been quite 
encouraging that there is a slight turndown—-slight, but 
the trend is right—in conventional mortgage money rates. 


I think with the money available and the optimism con- 
cerning the economy you are going to see the homebuild- 
ing industry do a great deal better in calendar year 1976 
than they did in 1975. I would hope that we would build 
or start approximately 1,600,000 homes which would be 
about 300,000 more homes this year than last year, and 
maybe even better. 


If you saw the statistics that came out last week, we had 
a tremendous upsurge in permits being granted which I 
think is indicative. So, between responsible Federal fund- 
ing and the management of our expenditures and the kind 
of programs that I indicated earlier, I think the home- 
building industry is going to be actively moving up. 

Q. Mr. President, Kittery is in Maine. Portsmouth 
Navy Yard is in Maine. I think it is unconstitutional that 
impact aid is going over to that State. We, in New Hamp- 
shire, have many workers there. 
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Point two, Titles I, II, III, IV, et cetera, are direct and 
specific aid. I believe revenue sharing for the schools 
should replace tnese titles and help the taxpayers of Dover 
and other cities and States and towns educate their 
children. 

Last, but not least, I am very pleased that you are 
going to speak to the students at Dover High, and I must 
compliment Mr. Eastlander for the outstanding job in 
his efforts for preparing the program. 

Thank you. 

Tue Preswwent. Thank you very much. 

Let me make a couple of comments. The problem of 
impact aid is not only controversial but good people can 
be on both sides. As you know, there are actually four— 
what is it—category A, B, C, and D. Impact aid was 
initiated at the time of World War II and Korea where 
the Federal Government went in, took over a piece of 
property, put an installation on it, took it away from the 
tax base, put people in there with children, and put the 
children as a burden on the local community. 

Under category A, wherever a person has children who 
lives and works on a U.S. Government facility, we fully 
fund impact aid. 

Category B is one where an individual owns a home, we 
will say in town A, but works on an installation. He does 
not live on the installation; he only works there. He pays 
his real estate taxes in the town. That is a different kind 
of a situation. 

Then, of course, you have the other two that are even 
less deserving. 

We have gone along with full funding of category A, 
as we should. We have had less enthusiasm about cate- 
gory B and virtually no enthusiasm for C and D, and 
I think rightly so. 

One of the paradoxes of the program is this—and let 
me illustrate: Members of Congress, who live in Virginia 
or Maryland—who are paid, I think, well—when their 
children go to a public school in Maryland or Virginia 
their children are counted for impact aid. Our four chil- 
dren were. I think that is unconscionable. We should be 
able to support the schools in Virginia or Maryland. 

The taxpayers of Michigan and New Hampshire should 
not support the education of a Congressman’s child in 
Washington, D.C., or Maryland or Virginia. That kind 
of a program is so mixed up that we have got to sit down 
and sort it out, take care of A and maybe some of B, but 


doggone it we really can’t let the program run wild the 


way it is going at the present time. 

Q. I agree that it is running wild, but I disagree that 
$100,000 should be taken from the city of Dover. If you 
examine the circumstances, sir, you will discover that 
Maryland is a wealthy area, Dover is not. 

THe PreswENT. We will take a look at it. Let me add 
this, if I might. Under my block grant programs for pri- 
mary and secondary education and vocational rehabilita- 


tion, aid to the handicapped, we would put more money 
into what I think the circumstances you are describing into 
Dover and you and Dover would have a lot more control 
on how you spend that money than you do at the present 
time. 

Q. If a large grant means revenue sharing, yes, sir. 

Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Well, you and I are right on. 

Q. Mr. President, I am a Ford dealer in the city and 
county of Dover. I would like to commend the Govern- 
ment on what they have done in lessening the environ- 
metal controls on the automobile which I think has been 
a big help—or a big boost in our industry—but I would 
like to see the controls dropped a little bit more because 
the way we look at 1978 we are going to be in trouble. And 
I think that in this great country of ours—I was talking 
to my daughter the other night and we were commenting 
on the salary that President Ford earned and the salary 
that the President of General Motors earned, I said, well, 
this is true, but what could we do without General Motors 
or Ford or Chrysler in these United States? Our economy 
would be in trouble. 

So, I think if they can. lessen some of these controls, it 
would be a big boost to our industry. 

Tue Present. Let me, not because I am a Ford 
from Michigan—[laughter]—and the better known Fords 
won't recognize that we are in any way whatsoever re- 
lated to them—but I think the automotive industry has 
done a fine job in responding to what the public senti- 
ment is, 

The net result is the automotive industry, and I hope it 
is true here in Dover, has really come back tremendously. 
In the last 2 months, they have had excellent months. 
I think their production is 50 percent or more over a year 
ago. They are on the uphill just like most other segments 
of our economy. 

Now the real problem is that the pressure is on to too 
quickly get to too high a standard, and the Congress is now 
in the process of trying to extend that deadline, I think by 
2 years. I am told by the people from the automotive in- 
dustry that if they get another 2 years, they can increase 
their efficiency by about 40 percent, which means less 
gasoline per mile, and at the same time improve the ex- 
haust situation which, I think, we all recognize had gotten 
to be pretty unbearable. 

Let me add something to that. You know, the Congress 
put this top deadline in and the industry went to catalytic 
converters and that solved one problem. But it is now rec- 
ognized by most analysts that in solving that problem they 
have created another with sulphur dioxide which, in the 
minds of many people, is more dangerous than what the 
other problem was. 

So, I think we are trying to get some balance now 
between what was the case and what we have to do, and 
I trust we won't get into the paradoxical situation of solv- 
ing one problem and raising the more serious one. 
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Q. Mr. President, in the wake of Vietnam and Water- 
gate, it seems that our Congress has done very much to 
limit the powers of the Office of the Presidency. I think 
this has caused us a tremendous price in international in- 
fluence and prestige. Would you comment on this and tell 
us what you can do as President to help us regain some of 
your international prestige? 

Tue Presiwent. The Constitution, of course, puts the 
responsibility, as Commander in Chief and the Chief Ex- 
ecutive for foreign policy, in the hands of the President. 
Our forefathers knew you could not have 535 Command- 
ers in Chief and Secretaries of State. It just would not 
work, and it won’t vork. That does not mean that the 
Congress and the President should not consult and work 
together. We have in many cases, but in the last year, there 
has been a tendency on the part of the Congress to limit 
and hamstring effective action by the President to move 
quickly when we should have been able to move and 
prevent the kind of, I think, disasters that have taken place 
in Angola. And I am very frank about saying today, be- 
cause we were hamstrung, the Soviet Union and 12,000 
Communist-oriented Cuban mercenaries control Angola. 

That is not good for the United States. With a very 
small investment of dollars supporting two out of the three 
elements in Angola, with no U.S. troops involved, we 
could have met the challenge and Angolans could have 
solved their own problem in Angola. 

But that is an illustration of how the Congress, I think, 
made a serious mistake and refused to join me in meeting 
the challenge of a Communist government in Asia and a 
Communist government right here in our own hemisphere. 
That kind of limitation is unwise. 

If we face other confrontations—I hope we don’t have 
those confrontations—I hope the Congress will recognize 
that a President, whoever that President is, has to have 
some flexibility and capability of moving rapidly to help 
us in maintaining the peace and maintaining the free 
world throughout the world. 

Q. Mr. President, I would like you to share with us 
some of your thoughts on the educational system in our 
country; namely, do you feel that after 2 years of busing, 
the city of Boston now has a better system than 2 years 
ago? And what are your thoughts on reintroducing prayer 
into the educational system of this country? 

THE PresipENT. Let me answer the last question first. 
I had the wonderful experience of being the Republican 
minority leader in the House of Representatives at the 
same time my very dear friend, who has now passed away, 
Senator Everett Dirksen, was the minority leader in the 
United States Senate. We were close personal friends. He 
and I both agreed that the decision of the United States 
Supreme Court in precluding nondenominational prayer 
in public schools was wrong. I think that it ought to be 
possible to have that kind of time set aside for a non- 
denominational reflection and prayer. I think it ought to 
be permitted. I strongly feel that way. 


On the question of busing, the Supreme Court has tried 
to do two things: It has tried to provide quality education; 
it has tried to end segregation. Those are worthy objec- 
tives, I agree with that. I think the emphasis should be on 
quality education. The emphasis should be on ending seg- 
regation, but I think the Supreme Court, and our courts, 
particularly—some courts have used the wrong remedies 
and I vigorously oppose them. 

It is my feeling that there has been a developing attitude 
on the part of some of the courts, however, to take a more 


moderate view in exercising their constitutional authority 


and handle the problem. Let me illustrate it very quickly. 
Three years ago we had a Federal judge in Detroit who 
was going to mass bus children from one county to an- 
other—not just from the suburbs to the city. He is no 
longer the judge handling that case. We now have a Fed- 
eral judge who is handling it, and he has understood the 
problem and the net result of his order which seeks to 
achieve quality education and desegregation is accepted 
by the people of Detroit because it is responsible, it is 
moderate. 

So, the courts have the authority. It is just that some 
judges don’t seem to understand that it is counterproduc- 
tive to go as far as they have gone. Therefore, I support 
what has been done in some cases, and I vigorously op- 
pose what has been done in others. 

Q. Might I add, sir, do you feel, then, that in the case 
of the city of Boston that Judge Garrity has overgone his 
limits? 

Tue Preswent. Well, let me say that I don’t think it 
is appropriate for me to pick a certain judge, whether he 
is right or wrong, and comment on his particular decision. 
I have an obligation. I took an oath of office to uphold the 
law of the land. And at least at this point, what he has 
decided is the law of the land. Whether I agree with his 
decision or not, it is immaterial. I have an obligation to 


uphold the law of the land. 


I have tried to explain my own personal philosophy 
and illustrate that in some parts of the country other 
judges have used their constitutional remedy to be very 
effective in achieving both quality education, on the one. 
hand, and desegregation on the other. 

Q. Mr. President, recently you nominated former 
Attorney General Warren Rudman to serve down in 
Washington. In New Hampshire, among the Republican 
Party, there has been some split over this appointment as 
to why you chose Attorney General Rudman as opposed 
to other prominent Republicans who could have possibly 
served in this post. Would you care to comment? 

Tue Preswent. I would be very happy to do so. There 
was a Republican vacancy on the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. We looked around and found in Warren 
Rudman an outstanding attorney general in New Hamp- 
shire, a person who had been the president or chairman 
of all of the States’ attorney generals throughout the 
United States. 
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We understood that he was anxious to have a new 
challenge. Everything we heard about him was on the plus 
side. There was a vacancy. I think it is a very natural 
marrying of a fine man with a very responsible job, and 
we are delighted that he has agreed to come and fill that 
vacancy, and I think he will make a first-class member. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you all very much. It has been 
a great privilege and pleasure to be here and I appreciate 
your coming out. 


note: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at Elks Hall. 


Dover, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks to Students and Faculty at 
Dover High School. February 20, 1976 


Thank you very, very much, Elizabeth, Mr. Huddleston, 
students, faculty, and supporters of the two greatest basket- 
ball teams in New England, and, finally, friends and fans 
of Dennis McEvan: 

Let me, on behalf of Mrs. Ford and myself, express our 
appreciation and warmest gratitude for the wonderful 
enthusiasm and the great turnout here this morning. It is 
just great being in the Dover High School to have the op- 
portunity to say a few words to all of you. 

I have heard a great deal about this wonderful facility 
you have here, the great times, as Mr. Huddleston told 
me. From a school which was built in 1851, you have 
made a lot of progress. But the most important thing is 
not the brick and mortar. The most important thing is the 
quality of your faculty and the quality of each and every 
one of your students. I happen to have a great deal of 
faith in the educational system of our country, and that 
represents you and your faculty. Congratulations. 

Last night in Keene, New Hampshire, after I had an 
opportunity to meet with some 2,500 people at a meeting 
at the Keene High School, I went to—Mrs. Ford and I 
went to a home with maybe 100 or more of our older 
Americans. I said to them—and I feel it very strongly— 
that they have been through a tough time. These were 
people anywhere from 65 to over 80 that lived through a 
depression, two wars, but, at the same time, they have 
kept the faith with our country and our government and 
they have passed it on to younger generations of better 
Americans. 

Now I think all of us—that is, you and me—should ap- 
preciate what these fine people have done because we do 
have a better America, a better place to live. But now all 
of you are moving into a period in your life where you 
can make a contribution, where you can be an active par- 
ticipant in local, State, and national elections. That is the 


best way that I know for you to do something affirmative 
for yourself, but more importantly, for your country. 

What you learn here in this fine high school will pay 
big dividends as you meet the challenges to make it a better 
America—a better America in government, a better 
America technologically, a better America economically, 
a stronger America morally and philosophically. 

I was asked on several occasions over the last several 
months, what are the important ingredients—one, for 
people in public office, and what is the most important 
thing for the public as they look at the political problems 
that they face? 

I think one of the most important, if not the most im- 
portant ingredient for a person in public office is candor, 
frankness, and complete and total honesty. I don’t believe 
that anybody in public office should promise more than 
they can produce. I think we have got to be frank and 
promise what we can do. 

But the most important thing for all of you to have— 
and I don’t know how many are Democrats or how many 
are Republicans, that is immaterial—you are all Ameri- 
cans and all of you should have an open mind as you look 
at candidates, as you look at political parties, as you look 
at political philosophy. 

You are well educated. You have an opportunity to 
make major decisions and you should look at the candi- 
dates and the political parties and the political philos- 
ophies with an open mind. And once you adopt that atti- 
tude you can contribute very, very significantly to a better 
America. 

I thank you all for the wonderful chance to be here. 
Mrs. Ford and myself are just delighted to be in New 
Hampshire and New Hampshire is an important State. 
And some time next year we are going to bring the family 
up here and enjoy your wonderful skiing again. 

May I introduce my wonderful wife, Betty, to all of you. 

Thank you again. I appreciate it, Elizabeth Gardner 
and Mr. Huddleston. We are just overwhelmed. We think 
you are great people. Thank you for being so nice to us. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. 


Dover, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks at the President Ford 
Committee Volunteer Reception. February 20, 1976 


Let me take just a minute first to thank all of you on 
behalf of Betty and myself and to express our apprecia- 
tion as deeply as we can for what you are doing for us, 
and I know that we will not disappoint you. We will work 
at the job and we will do a first class job for you and for 
the country, which is really what it is all about. 
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One of the young ladies in here asked me what we could 
do to maybe convince some of those who have been unde- 
cided. We have had, as I think all of you recognize, a very 
difficult time economically for the last 12 or 18 months. 
When I became President inflation was over 12 percent. 
Unemployment was starting to go up. Employment was 
starting to go down. We really faced a very serious crisis 
in America. We didn’t panic. The American people re- 
sponded very well. We have had the right policies. 

I can’t help but refer to something I read in one of the 
Boston newspapers this morning, which I think indicates 
we are on the way to a real economic recovery—not a 
quick fix, not a phony, but a good, solid economic recov- 
ery, and that is what we want. We want permanent jobs 
for people with an opportunity to make their way up the 
ladder of success and this is the way to do it—the way 
we are doing it. 

But two outstanding people in Government made some 
reports yesterday—Alan Greenspan and Dr. Arthur 
Burns—and the headline says: “Greenspan and Burns 
Optimistic About the Pace of Recovery.” I would expect 
them to be responsive because, after all, I think they are 
nonpartisan, nonpolitical, and they are both what you 
would call economists who have got a real objective look 
at things. So they look at the figures and know we are 
going in the right direction. 

But I couldn’t help but read part of the second para- 
graph, and let me read it to you. We have really got a con- 
vert and here is what it says: “They were joined by U.S. 
Senator Hubert Humphrey, Democrat of Minnesota, who 
said at a Joint Economic Committee hearing, and I quote, 
‘I am a little more bullish on the economy than most peo- 
ple I listen to.” And he must have been listening to 
Greenspan and Burns so if they are optimistic, boy, Hubert 
is really optimistic. 

But the facts are we should have optimism for the situa- 
tion. Unemployment is going down. Employment is going 
up—not exactly the way we want it right today but the 
trends are right. Jobs are going to be available. Unemploy- 
ment is going to be reduced. 

Then we got some excellent news this morning. Infla- 
tion bothers everybody. If you have got a job it bothers 
you. If you are unemployed it bothers you—probably 
more so if you are unemployed. But we got an announce- 
ment on the consumer price index this morning. It showed 
it was at .4 percent, which means that on the basis of that, 
if you annualize it all year long it is less than 5 percent per 
year. Bear in mind that 18 months ago it was 12 percent 
or more so we can say we are on the right path and we are 
getting results and this is what the American people want. 

As long as you work at the job and you are doing the 
right thing and you produce, that is what the American 
people want and that is what we are doing, and that is why 
we are going to win with all your wonderful help. 

Thank you very, very much. 


. NOTE: The President spoke at 11:25 a.m. at the Dover campaign 


headquarters, 
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Portsmouth, New Hampshire 


The President’s Remarks at the Newington Plaza 
Shopping Center. February 20, 1976 


Tue Preswent. Thank you all very, very much for the 
opportunity to come to this wonderful shopping center and 
say hello to so many, shake hands with so many. I can 
simply say on behalf of Betty and myself that we have had 
a tremendously wonderful time here in New Hampshire, 
not only on the trip when I was here before but on this 
occasion. And I would now like to introduce to you the 
better half of our family, my wife Betty. 

Mrs. Forp. Thank you very much. I am delighted to 
be here again, too, and I am so thrilled to see all of you 
here in this beautiful shopping center and it is a real pleas- 
ure to be back here in New Hampshire. And I hope that 
we will all be hearing from you on Tuesday the 24th. 

Tue Preswent. Let me take just a minute or two, if I 
could, to tell you what has happened in the last 18 months. 
Eighteen months ago we were faced as a nation with a 
very difficult period of time. We were faced with very high 
inflation of 12 percent or more; we were on the brink of a 
very serious economic recession; we had some problems 
worldwide. Our allies and adversaries were not sure what 
the United States was going to do, how we were going to 
handle our affairs. 

But I think in the last 18 months the American people 
have had a restoration in better faith in their government 
and I think the credit is primarily due to 215 million 
Americans. And their faith has made the job that I try to 
do for them a great deal easier. And I thank all of you in 
New Hampshire, and particularly those here, for that faith 
which has made it so much easier for me to try and do a 
better job for all of us. 


Now let me take a minute to tell you where we are. 


_ Things are a lot better in America, but they are not as 


good as they are going to be. Unemployment is going 
down; employment is going up. Real wages are increasing. 
The rate of inflation has been cut in half. And we got some 
excellent news this morning which shows that the cost of 
living rate of increase has declined and we are making real 
headway against some very tough and_ difficult 
circumstances. 

As we look at home I think the bitterness that existed 
some 2 years ago or more has actually been dissipated and 
all Americans, whether they are Democrat or Republican 
or Independent, are pulling together basically to make 
this the kind of a country that we all want. 

As I walked in and shook hands with many, many 
people I saw some older people and some younger people. 
We owe a great deal to the older people in this country. 
They took this Nation through the most difficult times 
economically in the thirties and they met the challenge 
of World War II as well as World War I. And our country 
is better off because of their sacrifices and their capability 
to do a first-class job. 
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Then I saw some younger people who are the bene- 
ficiaries and they have a great responsibility in America— 
the responsibility to carry on and do for their children 
what their parents and grandparents did for them. 

But I have a lot of faith in young people. They are bet- 
ter educated I think, they have more opportunities to 
see the country and to see the world, and the net result 
is America’s young people are going to carry the torch 
for freedom as well if not better than any previous genera- 
tions. 

Now we have got some big decisions to make, not 
only in New Hampshire but elsewhere throughout the 
country. Then, of course, the big final decision on No- 


vember 2. I am here and Betty is with me because we want — 


your help on next Tuesday. We can do a better job for 
you if you can help us. And we pledge to you the same 
honest, frank, candid efforts that we made in the past, 
which I think is the way our country ought to operate— 
frankness and candor and forthrightness between a Presi- 
dent and the American people and between them and 
him. 

I thank you for your consideration. I thank you very 
much for your prayers, and I hope and trust that we can 
continue to do a job for you which I think is in the best 
interests of this country. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:58 p.m. 


Food Stamp Program 


The President’s Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate 
Agriculture and Forestry Committee and the House 
Agriculture Committee. Dated February 19, 1976. 
Released February 20, 1976 


February 19, 1976 
Dear Senator Talmadge: (Dear Congressman Foley: ) 

I am deeply concerned by the failure of Congress to en- 
act seriously needed changes in the Food Stamp program. 

Last October I sent to Congress legislation to reform 
the Food Stamp program. My proposals were designed 
both to concentrate benefits on those truly in need and to 
correct the abuses and inequities of the current program. 
Under my plan, 24% of the participants would receive 
increased benefits. This represents nearly 5 million of our 
neediest citizens with incomes below the poverty level. At 
the same time, overall program costs would be reduced by 
$1.2 billion because most abuses would be eliminated and 
those with incomes well above the poverty level would no 
longer be eligible. 

As you know, the Food Stamp appropriation passed 
by Congress in December clearly anticipated implemen- 
tation of substantial reform. Indeed, that appropriation 
bill contained the assumption that reform would take 
place promptly and therefore the amounts provided to pay 


program benefits were reduced accordingly. Without ac- 
tion it is clear that the funds appropriated will not be ade- 
quate to meet the costs of the program. But no action 
has yet been taken by Congress to implement real reform. 
Each day that goes by without enactment of the reforms 
which I have proposed costs the taxpayers more than 
$3.25 million. 

My budget anticipated legislative reform action by 
February 1, 1976. We have passed that date and time is 
running out. 

While statutory changes by the Congress would be the 
most desirable course of action, we can no longer afford 
to wait. Since the Congress has not acted, there are only 
two courses open to me: to ask for more funds to con- 
tinue the program as it is, or to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to proceed administratively to reform 
the program through changes in regulations. 

The first course is unacceptable to me because I believe 
the taxpayers have waited far too long for reform of this 
program. Therefore, since the Congress has not enacted 
Food Stamp reform, I have directed the Secretary of 
Agriculture to issue regulations which will set in motion 
the reforms needed to eliminate abuses, control costs, and 
concentrate benefits on those truly in need. 

Sincerely, 
GERALD R. Forp 
NoTE: This is the text of identical letters addressed to the Honor- 
able Herman E. Talmadge, Chairman of the Senate Agriculture 


and Forestry Committee, and to the Honorable Thomas S. Foley, 
Chairman of the House Agriculture Committee. 


Federal Election Commission 
Statement by the President. February 20, 1976 


On February 16, I submitted legislation to the Congress 
which would reconstitute the Federal Election Commis- 
sion along the lines mandated by the Supreme Court. At 
that time, the Congress had 2 weeks in which to take 
affirmative action on this legislation or the Commission 
would lose most of its powers under the Federal Election 
Campaign Act. Now, there are only 9 days left for the 
Congress to act. 

I believe that the measure I proposed is the right way 
to proceed. There is simply no time to consider with suffi- 
cient care amendments to the law which are not essential 
to compliance with the Supreme Court decision. Nor is 
this the time to introduce other changes and new uncer- 
tainties into the law just as the primaries are beginning. 
I would have very serious reservations about any change 
in the existing rules under which citizens may be allowed 
to participate in the 1976 elections, and I urge that the 
Congress take only the simple and necessary step of recon- 
stituting the Federal Election Commission in an appro- 
priate constitutional manner. 
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Professional Athletes Prayer Brunch 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Athletes in the 
East Room. February 15, 1976 


I think many of you know that about once a month or 
thereabouts we have state dinners with the heads of vari- 
ous governments around the world. Some of you have 
joined us on those occasions. When those events take 
place, the State Department and Betty preempt all the 
invitations, except I get a little leeway. I can ask about 
two or three people that I feel comfortable with, and 
they are usually people who have competed in athletics. 
This is the first meeting in the White House where I have 
really controlled the situation. [Laughter] 

I do feel happy and comfortable with all of you. You 
have done so beautifully in your area of excellence, in your 
profession, and it is nice to see you. And on behalf of both 
Betty and myself, we welcome you on this occasion to the 
White House. 

Before making my personal remarks, on behalf of 
Betty and myself, if all of you would like, we would invite 
you to take a look at some of the more private rooms up 
on the next floor, the Lincoln Room and the Queen’s 
Bedroom where we hope to have the Queen of England 
come and spend a day or two with us on the Fourth of 
July, which is a very appropriate date. [Laughter] But 
they tell me she is a great lady, and so she is coming to help 
us celebrate Independence Day. So, after we are through, 
the people from the usher’s office will see to it, if you would 
like to go upstairs and see some of these great, traditional, 
wonderful rooms that are in this house. 

It is a great honor and a very special privilege for 
Betty and myself to welcome you to this house. As I said 
earlier, I have always had a great envy for those of you 
who have really made it in your various fields of athletics. 

As a young grade school, schoolyard, street corner 
athlete, my ambition—really, lifetime ambition—was to 
be somewhat proficient in one or more fields of athletic 
endeavor. Good or bad, I did not make it, and so I sort 
of get a secondary impact out of reading the sports pages 
first every morning. [Laughter] I do it for two reasons. 
One, I enjoy the opportunity of seeing how well or how 
badly people are doing, but compared to the front page, 
in the sports page you have a 50-50 chance of being right. 
[Laughter] 

President Kennedy once said at a state dinner for Nobel 
prize winners, “There has never been such an extraor- 
dinary collection of talent and human knowledge at the 
White House before, with the possible exception when 
Thomas Jefferson dined alone.” I believe it is quite safe to 
say that no more outstanding representation of athletic 
prowess has ever been seen in this house before. As I said, 
Betty and I are most pleased and delighted to have you 
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all here. Your athletic abilities, however, even though 
far excelling those of the average person or the average 
athlete, are not all that make you very, very special—and 
you have heard from some most articulate and dedicated 
and committed people this morning. 

I think what they said and how they said it meant a 
great deal to all of us. You are also special because of your 
love of God, your iaith in Him, a love and a faith that 
Betty and I share. The Apostle Paul, writing the Co- 
rinthians, said, “They which run in a race run all, but one 
receiveth the prize.” Everyone in his room has run the 
race. You have received the prize that comes with excel- 
lence. You have tasted what Jim McKay calls “The thrill 
of victory and the agony of defeat.” 

Yet, you know that because of your faith you can never 
be defeated. There will be setbacks, there will be races or 
matches or games that you will not win, but you will never 
be defeated because the presence of God is too strong in 
each and every one of your lives. 

If God is on your side—and he will be if you are on 
His—no man, no woman, can ever defeat you. As the 
Bible said, “God be for us, who can be against us.” As 
President and as one who has been in the political arena 
for 27 years, I have had my share of political victories, as 
the Minority Leader in the House of Representatives for 
almost 10 years, in the House dominated by the opposi- 
tion. 

For most of the time I have known my full share of de- 
feats along the way, but whenever I am discouraged or 
disappointed by the course of events, I know there is a 
place I can go for solace and for strength. That knowl- 
edge is a source of great comfort and consolation to me. 
It sustained me in many hours of trial and chastened me 
in the hour of triumph or in pride. 

I sincerely, and most sincerely, believe that America is 
the greatest Nation today because we have, from the very 


first, declared our dependence on God and placed our 


trust in Him. 

“In God We Trust” is much more than a national 
motto. It is the testament we followed from our earliest, 
earliest days in this country. The spirit of competition, so 
strong in America throughout our history, has been re- 
sponsible for much, much of our material progress just as 
it has been partially responsible for your outstanding per- 
formances in the many fields of athletic competition. But 
there is a higher spirit, a nobler spirit which pervades our 
national life, and makes the quality of our lives so much 
more important to us than the quantity of our possessions 
or our individual honors. 

That spirit, that infinite spirit of hope and compassion 
and love has lived through the ages. We are fortunate 
that it has dwelt so long and blessed so richly this land 
and its many, many peoples. Our constant prayers must 
be that this spirit will find its way into our individual 
hearts, our minds, and of course our lives. 


Volume 12—Number 8 











— 9 se se ' —_— ~~ “- —= 


_—- = = 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 267 


The discipline of athletics teaches us to deny our- 
selves those things which might hamper our performance 
on the field of challenge. But that discipline tells us the 
rewards of our success will far outweigh the restrictions 
on our training. 

So it is with the religious life for which the ultimate 
reward is nothing less than a place in the kingdom of God. 
Each of you in this room shares that ultimate goal with 
me. Each of you, famous, wealthy, and happy as you may 
be, know that things of this world are fleeting, that im- 
mortality is not something a sports writer can bestow upon 
you, that all earthly things shall pass away. 

For this reason, you have made a commitment that will 
last beyond this mortal life into the true realm of immor- 
tality. You made the great decision to live your lives in 
such a way that you would rejoice in the opportunities to 
serve your God to eternity. You are prepared to lay all of 
your trophies at His feet. This is a worthy and wonderful 
goal for all of your lives. 

Let us strive always to achieve it so that we may say with 
Paul, at the end of our lives, “I have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I have kept the faith.” 

Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. The item was not received in time to be placed in 
chronological order in this issue. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations 
submitted to the Senate, below. 

February 16 


The President today acknowledged the retirement of 
Edwin F. Hunter, Jr., as a United States District Judge 
for the Western District of Louisiana, effective Feb- 


ruary 19, 1976. 

The President today accepted the resignation of James 
R. Cowan as an Assistant Secretary of Defense, effective 
March 1, 1976. 

The President met at the White House with Ted R. 
Osborn, president of Kiwanis International. 

The President met with a group of his advisers to dis- 
cuss his final decisions on reorganizing the intelligence 
community. 

The President transmitted to the Congress the eighth 
annual report on the National Housing Goal. 


February 17 


The President transmitted the following reports to the 
Congress: the 1975 annual report on the Alaska Rail- 
road and the annual report of the Office of Alien Prop- 
erty of the Department of Justice for fiscal year 1974. 

Prior to his news conference, the President met with the 
bipartisan Congressional leadership to brief them on his 
proposals for reorganizing the intelligence community. 


February 18 


The President transmitted to the Congress the final 
report of the National Voluntary Service Advisory 
Council. 

The President met at the White House with key Con- 
gressional and Administration officials to discuss food 
stamp reform. 

The President held a reception in the State Dining 
Room for members of the Business Council. 


February 19 


The President met with the Cabinet at the White 
House. 

The White House announced that the President has 
asked Vice President Rockefeller to travel to six nations 
between March 20 and April 4 to represent the United 
States at Bicentennial observances, and to conduct foreign 
policy discussions. The Vice President will visit France, 
Iran, Malaysia, Singapore, Australia and New Zealand. 

Israeli religious leader, Rabbi Shlomo Goren, met with 
the President to discuss American relations with Israel. 
He was visiting the United States to consult with religious 
leaders of the American-Jewish community. 

The President met with Mayor Tom Bradley and other 
city officials of Los Angeles to discuss their views on reve- 
nue sharing and other programs. 

In the afternoon, the President left the White House 
for a trip to New Hampshire. 


February 20 


The President greeted a group of President Ford Com- 
mittee volunteers at the Ramada Inn in Keene, N.H. 

The President attended a luncheon at the Ramada Inn 
in Dover, N.H., with former Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lodge and a group of campaign advisers. 

The President toured the Portsmouth Rehabilitation 
Center in Portsmouth, N.H. 

The President greeted a group of President Ford Com- 
mittee volunteers at the committee headquarters in Ports- 
mouth, N.H. 

The President returned to the White House in the 
afternoon. 


CorRECTION: 


The President signed into law the Department of De- 
fense Appropriation Act, 1976, on February 9, 1976, not 
on February 10, 1976, as indicated on page 172 of the 
issue of February 16, 1976. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved February 16, 1976 


Approved February 17, 1976 


Ts GRR icnnnsicceicnde: Public Law 94-215 
Wetlands Loan Extension Act of 1976. 
kg, Beeler Public Law 94-216 


A joint resolution to amend the Railroad 
Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act 
of 1976. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted February 17, 1976 

Epwarp W. Mutcany, of Arizona, a Foreign 
Service officer of Class one, to be Ambas- 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Tunisia. 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1976 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released February 14, 1976 


Advance text: remarks to a group of senior 
citizens at Williams Park in St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 

Advance text: remarks at a dinner of the 
South Florida Chapter of the Federal Bar 
Association in Miami, Fla. 


Released February 16, 1976 


Advance text: remarks to the National Asso- 
ciation of Secondary School Principals an- 
nuai convention 

Statement by the President: on his legisla- 
tive proposals to reconstitute the Federal 
Election Commission (as read in the Brief- 
ing Room at the White House for later 
broadcast) 
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Released February 17, 1976 


News conference: following the President’s 
meeting with the Republican Congressional 
leadership "to discuss his veto of the public 
works bill—by Senator Robért F. Griffin, 
Senator Hugh Scott, Representative Garry 
Brown, and Representative John B. Ander- 
son, 

Statement by the President: on the reorga- 
nization of the intelligence community (as 
read at his press conference of February 17, 
1976) 


Released February 18, 1976 


News conference: on the President’s reorga- 
nization of the intelligence community— 
by George Bush, Director, Central Intelli- 
gence Agency, Edward H. Levi, Attorney 
General, Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, 
John O. Marsh, Counsellor to the President, 
and Michael Duval, Assistant to Counsellor 
Marsh 

Fact sheet: on the President’s reorganization 
of the intelligence community 


Released February 20, 1976 


Advance text: remarks to the Chamber of 
Commerce breakfast in Dover, N.H. 
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Antitrust laws, enforcement.__. 47, 162, 181 
Appointments and Nominations 

Advisory Commission on Intergov- 

ernmental Relations, member-_--.-_- 130 


Advisory Committee for Trade Nego- 
tiations, members........--...... 29 

Air Force Department, Assistant Sec- 
WEEE <eitidlel nnn deci pets aneerawim antes 40, 77 


Appointments and Nominations—Continued 


Ambassadors, U.S. 
Australia and the Republic of 


OT Reeiticintinntinctdiidlimnittinin 39, 77 
WSGGEOD tiindcadacnncntnideacctsiin 28, 77 
I as crcsennccinosamenian 2, 77 
Surinam, Republic of_...-_--_- 122, 131 
Trinidad and Tobago_--_.-....-- 54, 77 
United Kingdom---_.....-..--- 36, 37, 77 


American Revolution Bicentennial 
Administration, Deputy Adminis- 


WOREE Ss imnntinttn<ctiinttbicsiiniii 97 
Annual Assay Commission........- 176 
Arms Control and Disarmament 

Agency, United States, Assistant 

ROGGE asicicictininntienciaindiin 179, 187 
Citizens’ Advisory Council on the 

Status of Women, members-_--_-_---_ 76 
Civil Aeronautics Board 

ne ee ee 17 

SRN 6cenictnneiniinmeinnn 119, 131 
Civil Service Commission, U.S., mem- 

OD, wieitagperignm nancies cups 122, 131 
Commerce Department 

Assistant Secretaries__....-_- 85, 86, 104 

General Counsel -_-............ 86, 104 
Committee for Purchase from the 

Blind and Other Severely Handi- 

capped, members. ................ 32 
Consumer Product Safety Commis- 

stom, CRAMMERc é< 6. nnanssecesad 34, 77 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 

Board of Directors......._-- 179, 187 

Withdrawal of nomination___-_-_- 187 
Domestic Council, Deputy Director... 104 
Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission, member_-_.------ 173, 187 
Federal Council on the Aging, Chair- 

man and members-._.--..-..-.- 74, 104 
Federal Energy Administration, As- 

sistant Administrator_....._- 179, 187 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board 

CORR -cicccocusdssrndinaed 127, 131 

Member, withdrawal of nomina- 

COE... ccrcrqurncuaiatabbenidcinaiads 131 
Federal Maritime Commission, mem- 

DEP -eéaansescecncstinaaedaana 17 

Federal Power Commission, member. 127, 
131 
Federal Reserve System, Board of 

QOVORROGR. niente thnttinnabieons , 717 
Federal Trade Commission, Acting 

0 ee See 
Fish and wildlife conferences, U.S. 

FORCCSUNNAEING 2... shi i csccnseties , 77 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commis- 

SRO, MUNG <tr qesuseomenrs 74 


Health, Education, and Welfare De- 
partment, General Counsel... ‘170, 187 

Housing and Urban Development De- 
partment, Assistant Secretary_.. 87, 104 


Interdepartmental Savings Bonds 
Committee, Chairman----.-.-.------ 31 
International Atomic Energy Agency, 
U.S. Deputy Representative_-_-_-_-- 16, 77 
Interstate Commerce Commission, 
CROMTIIR 2. ncccccndebssoadade 123, 131 


Labor Department, Secretary_... 72, 73, 77 
Law Enforcement Assistance Admin- 
istration, Deputy Administrators-__ an 
National Advisory Council on the Ed- 
ucation of Disadvantaged Children, 
BROUNBEE ..candcccncasscuosadbeosdnes 
National Commission on Electronic 
Fund Transfers, Executive Di- 
YOON 52ccdscdccedscesscculytiin 86, 104 
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National Endowment for the Human- 


ities, Chairman.............. 178, 187 
National Highway Safety Advisory 
Committee, members..-.....-..-.- 30 
National Transportation Safety Board, 
rR ee 10, 77 
President’s Economic Policy Board, 
REED: cicntninsnesvennedined 181, 186 


Sinai Support Mission, United 
States, Special Representative of 


the President and Director_......- 39 
State Department 
Assistant Secretary........-...... 17 
Inspector General, Foreign Assist- 
GRD oo. nencgonscscucsbusians 123, 131 
Training programs, Presidential ap- 
POUNTEES 2. ncescssccnswscnsccusce 27 
Treasury Department, Deputy Secre- 
ee ee ee ae 171, 187 


y 
Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences, Board of Re- 


WORRS -nn ciated Sens ieeneed 40, 77 
US. attorney, New York._.......-.. 77 
US. Court of Military Appeals, 

PRR siiiniuamnmimeniumesct 173, 187 
White House Staff 

Assistant Press Secretary.....-..- 170 


CONE  wnccidecceccansSedcdink 33 
Deputy Assistants to the President. 93 


Deputy Press Secretary__......-__ 1 
Special Assistants.._.....__ 28, 94, 185 
Apeiniegs,. Tomes Avcnnsicccntioncos 90, 104 
Arkansas 
SE febd va deokennennedseneulh 32, 77 
ee ee 131 
ete, i TT rae 32 
Armed Forces, United States 
ape ee 67, 68 
ce a re 70 
BOR OND DO die ti icenmameneaenns 36 
Arms control and disarmament____.__ 
104, 105, 156 


Arms Control and Disarmament Agen- 
cy, United States...._ 35, 104, 118, 179, 187 
Arms and weapons 
See also specific systems and pro- 
grams 


Budget message............... 65, 66, 68 
Armstrong, Anne_.__.....__...__ 36, 37, 77 
Army, Department of, ammunition 

| a 172 
Arts and humanities, American Folk- 

life Preservation Act__..........____ 19 
Assay Commission, Annual_....__.___ oa 
Atkins, George M., Jr................. 


Atomic Energy Agency, International__ 16, 7 
Australia 


Ambassador to U.S._.........______ 17 

Prime Minister Fraser..........____ 17 

US. Ambassador to__._..____ 39, 77, 131 
Aviation Administration, Federal______ &, iV 
Awards and Citations 

Defense Superior Service Medal.._. 126 


National Education Association, Bi- 
centennial commemorative plaque_ 32, 33 
edal 04 


National Security Medal__..__._____ 1 

Presidential Medal of Freedom_-___-_ 176 
i len Ee 66, 68 
OD DON asics cinctitenetinennnn 156 
eee rere 98 
MN FOES Dinh ietstnemineobengniinenkd $1 
Balance of payments__........______ 25 
Banking and finance 

Credit discrimination__.........____ 14 

Interest rates, regulations....._____ 13 

International monetary system_____ 84 

Mortgage and home improvement 

loans, regulations........._._____ 14 

Barbados, Ambassador to U.S_________ 186 
I I 27 
Beard, Repr. Robin...............____ 131 
Belgium, visit of Secretary Kissinger. 103 
Benin, Ambassador to U.S___.________ 16 
Benton, John Breen________________ 86, 104 
Berman, Ronald 6... ...<cccasc« 178, 187 
Bethesda Naval Hospital__......._____ 719 


Bicentennial, American Revolution. See 
American Revolution Bicentennial 

Bicentennial Administration, American 
TSAR ~ cncciccnumonsuiion 97, 171, 187 


Bill Signings 
American Folklife Preservation Act, 


SD cucokgentubpnanadioenns 19 
Department of Defense Appropria- 
tion Act, 1976, statement......... 172 


Financial institutions, the National 
Commission on Electronic Fund 
Transfers, and home mortgages leg- 
islation, statement._............. 13 

Public Broadcasting Financing Act of 
ID7S, SACRE. ncn ccdcctsevossoe 13 

Railroad Revitalization and Regula- 
tory Reform Act of 1976, remarks 


and statement................... 124 
Black History Month, February 1976, 
BL. ccctacniepebiieedMaintaacs 173 
Ps SE Din ncwdcecunsencgseces 131 
ee ee eee 27 
ee oe ee 176 
ns SEs SE aeoacesdesscnsceaen’s 17 
Boya, Setondji Thomas..__..........-. 76 
Brenneman, Myron T............--.--. 176 
Broadcasting, fairness doctrine... .- 108 
Broadcasting Financing Act of 1975, 
PES Seatncnccesuss Sper saccosaee 13 
BUOGR, GaN: Gain nec cctc ec cccscoscccee 131 
I, ininccdd cncnnwcnemminniaen 21 
Broomfield, Repr. William S__--...--- 76 
Brown, Repr. Clarence J......-...---- 131 
Brown, Gen. George S....-......---.- 40 
RE GRTOR Bs Ma ncncnedcencbeseisen 176 
Pn, SEY Wececcnseansnanesear 17, 40 
Budget 
Concord, N., Urishng.....2.-ec-- 134 


Deferrals and rescissions.... 28, 74, 126 
Federal spending. See Federal spend- 
ing 
Meetings and briefings.......-....-.. 32, 
68, 75-77, 103, 110, 130, 134 


SRE ncannnnadanceshoonepaesed 54, 55 
BEG, NUDE, ccccupetanccesasenn 58 
News interview, remarks--..--.- 105 106 
State of the Union address__...-.-. 45, 46 
Bureau. See other part of title 
REE, GEE Fo nnncdcopancsesseccena 64 
PE: Wenn nenendéuconnobonnassan 100 


Business and industry 
See also specific businesses and in- 
dustries; specific business taxes 

Antitrust laws, enforcement.. 47, 162, 181 
Capital investment, tax incentives... 47, 
82, 181 
Job creation, tax incentives.......- 42, 
46, 62, 68, 98, 107, 110, 111, 129, 187 
Leaders, meetings with the President. 76 








PE cnnnpcunsccsnnchooanpctapaoen 109 
SE BE Dinicnnrnnoonnuanbokddnen 26, 112 
REE, D. COR dcnscncccconnouse 34, 77 
Cabinet 

Meetings with the President.__._-_ $2, 75 

Relations with Congress_.........-- 7,8 

Sub-Cabinet officials, meetings with 

SE FI Reiicis nicienmainemennns 32, 76 

Calderazzo, Maureen ‘ 176 
COAWE, GAMES Boncncccccsciinssnenns 187 
California, U.S. district Judge-.--.---- 32 
Callaway, Howard H.-....-...---. 6, 29, 107 
Campaign. See Elections 
Canada, meat exports to U.S_....--- 12 
OU Se! aE 17 
Cape Canaveral, Fla ae, | 
SR IN Rs bea determine aids 1 
CD ME sinisnnanninndensdwudadmae 16, 77 
Cavanaugh, James H.._..-..---.--..- 93 
Central African Republic, Ambassador 

Oe Witncducdiccsntcosdausawaramanes 186 
Central Intelligence Agency 

ee) 35, 40, 100, 104 

Recommended changes............- 5 
SII Mie retemtnettinhenm nines 21 
Charities, income tax deduction.__... 155 
en, , MRC aera nice eie 97 
Child nutrition programs, consoli- 

CE Scdiiunintnknanbipacmeimamnie 57, 59, 96 
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Children, National Advisory Council on 


the Education of Disadvantaged.... 130 
China, People’s Republic of 

| ee ee 158 

Former President Nixon, visit... 133, 158 

Premier Chou En-lai....2:....-...-- 31 
dh lU, Bee 100 
Ce Bia cadenctennnakctendcatGus $1 
Se 176 


Christie, John D 179, 187 
Citizens’ Advisory Council on the Status 





Civil Aeronautics Board... .- 17, 119, 181 

Civil Service Commission, United States 
VEE onnnssnnschark>ounkhcabee 
Indian tribal organizations, Federal 








ee cc Te 71 
SOE: cn cctiinndunagenceiinoaey 122, 131 
Presidential appointees, designation 

DO I oii ticitinigeinn ints timntninnion 27 

Clemency program.-................. 166 
Clements, William P., Jr_.....---- 62, 65, 68 
Clergy Week, International_-_.-...._. 100 
Cleveland, James C_- 133 
Climate analysis program............- 171 
Coal, domestic production............ 47 
Coast Guard, United Stat 143 
Colby, William E....-_....- 40, 100-102, > 
Coleman, William T., Jr......-..---.-. 


17, 96, 124, 125, 141, 143, 144, uss 

Colleges and universities 

Federal research and development 

a 155 

Student financial aid...........- 145, ”~ 
Colombia, Presideat Lopez Michelsen-- 
Commerce, Department of 

Assistant Secretaries_.......-- 85, 86, 104 

Federal Regional Councils, inclusion_ zs 

General Counsel.................. 86, 1 

a UR ee ee 118, 119, 188 
Commerce Commission, ‘nterstate._.. 28 
Commission. See other part of title 
Committee for Purchase from the Blind 

and Other Severely Handicapped.... 32 
Common situs picketing............-- 16 
Community development programs... 28, 95 
ee education training pro- 








Guneen, SUS A cncttscouiinsiiwies 186 
Concord, N.H 134, 150 
Concorde aircraft. 152 

Congress 
Angola, denial of military aid_.._.. 89, 90 
Bipartisan leadership_-_...........-- 131 
Budget, cooperation with President... 59, 
63, 68, 76 


House of Representatives 
Government Operations Commit- 
ee ee 71, 72 
International Relations Commit- 
tee 








Pay CRG io Nica deh wens 63 
Republican leadership--_-_..-_- 104, 130, 131 
Senate 
Finance Committee 156 
Youth Program. 131 
Trips by Members 
a a cee ee 76 
North Vietnam................... 103 


Congress, Communications to 


See also Veto Messages and Memoran- 
dums of Disapproval 


Angola, letter to Speaker of House... 89 
Budget deferrals and rescissions, mes- 
ORGS dcrtbiscrcrcucscpeeaseu 28, 74, 126 
Budget message_-__...........--..-. 55 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
annual report transmittal.__....- 130 
Cyprus conflict, progress toward ne- 
gotiated settlement, message--_-__- 125 
Economic Report, message_-_-......_- 80 
Egypt, tax agreement with U.S., mes- 
GRE 50 HON ccc nconccougnenene 178 


Federal travel reduction, letter to 
Speaker of House and President 


Food for Peace, message transmitting 
SINE nce Stinwnaiasasausesimunetae 92 
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Congress, Communications to—Continued 


Housing and Urban Development De- 
+ i annual report transmit- 
tareel. tax agreement with U.S., mes- 
sage to Senate_--.-----.---------- 
Little Beaver Creek, Ohio, proposed 
inclusion in National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System, message 
transmitting report......-----.--- 172 
Military assistance program, message. 53 
Naval shipbuilding program, letter to 
Speaker of House and President of 


130 
178 


Senate ........nccccnncenccewe-oe 185 
Older Americans, message-....---.-- 168 
Spain-United States extradition 

treaty, message to Senate_-.-..--.--- 121 
State of the Union address_-_-..-.----- 43 
United Kingdom-United States ex- 

ee treaty, message to Sen- i 

namannGcdengheouemnumininnneet 1 
Consolidated Rail Corporation ----- 124, 125 
Construction industry-------.--------- 17 
Consumer interests 

Buying trends-_-.-...--.------------- 110 
Food. prices.......<.5..........-. 26, 103 
Older persons, representation. _---.-.- 170 


Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
CHAWMAR 2.2.22. cccs oss cee e neocon 34, 77 


Convention on Psychotropic Sub- 
SORES cc ccndscsuswetiktedtccnocesis 
Cook, OlyG0...c.eoscccccncsnnccswce 32 
Coek; Devls Basccwavetadsctditesicecs 27 
Cook, William Holmes..-..-..---- 173, 187 
Cooper, John Sherman---.---.------- 130 
Coors, Joseph......................-- 187 
Corn. See Grain 
Corporate taxes.............-....-.-- 181 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, 
Board of Directors_.........-. 130, 179, 187 
NGF ERS cccncesceetésocesccsse 131 
Cotten Neste sccsctidecctoediccsccce 146 
Coulbary, Andre...........-.....--.-- 186 


Council. See other part of title 
Counties, National Association of.. 103, 104 
Courts, United States 


U.S. attorneys 
TIO Biv oviccdenccceckqueqneqenn 17 
Proposed increases.........-..... 49 
TED cwécstccccunscqundieaueeenn 130 
U _ Court of Military Appeals, 
Weds dhe bien e cen 173, 187 
U. 3. district judges 
ah cacaegtintndaibtiie gina banat 131 
SY ctnumnanndcipeanmactadintde 32 
REET, ,c.congtesidntnancvensendic 75 
Pennsylvania .................... 103 
U.S. judges, proposed increases. -..._ 49 
U.S. marshals 
Proposed increases............... 49 
PRRBIING. 6a cconswtiebdewoccsbsd 186 
US. Supreme Court. See Supreme 
Court of the United States 
US. Tax Court, Judge...........--- 40 
Crawford, H. R...........-......-.... 93 
Credit discrimination__...........---- 14 
Crime and law enforcement 
See also specific crime or law enforce- 
ment program 
State of the Union address__....... 49, 50 
Cruise missiles. .............-.--.--.- 66, 68 


Cuba 
Angola, involvement._............. 


Fe eee 


GEE, GED Wiwndccnnccaesitiaacsens . 
Cyprus, Greek-Turkish conflict._...- 22, 
125, 162 


Dahomey. See Benin 
Dairy products, veto of milk price sup- 
rt 


DE ahadkicemannadsemewoncmaeune 103 
Darman, Richard G____......_____- 835, 104 
Dearborn, Mich..........-..6<c--ns-- 110 


DeButts, John..................-.... 75 

Defense, Department of 
Budget allocation...._.__. 
Budget deferrals____......____.____ 28 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Chairman______ 40 
Secretary__ 20, 32, 35, 40, 62, 65, 68, 118, 126 


Defense, national. See National defense 
and security 
Defense Appropriation Act, 1976, De- 


ee er 172 
Defense Superior Service Medal_......-. 126 
Demirel, Suleyman.-.-.-............-..-. 1, 163 
OO yee 30, 186 
Wp Febey Weete, B..nnceccnneantdiiiion 2,77 
WOCSMES duis. ccnwescccccts 4, 8, 21, 22, 25 
Devereux, Mrs. John William _._..-- 74, 104 
Disadvantaged Children, National Ad- 

visory Council on the Education of... 130 
Disarmament. See Arms control and 

disarmament 
Disarmament Agency, United States 

Arms Control and...-.-- 35, 104, 179, 187 
eS ee 171, 187 
Oe 32 
Domestic Council 

Associate Director.................. 17 

RE GOI niin s stiedntnncemenan 104 

Drug Abuse Task Force_............ 1 
Dougan, Diana Lady-.-....----.-.---. 179, 187 
Draft evaders and military deserters... 166 
aan 1, 49, 50, 161 
SOE, GONE TBs nncocnccnqaqasne 76 
RE, CEE Ronccncccesqquenneoonmt 36 
SRL SEitiaddndececanemnnns 151, 159 
Dutch Immigrant Society.__..____.___ 130 
East-West Foreign Trade Board_-__-_-__ 20 
Echeverria Alvarez, Luis._.........-.- 1, 140 
Economic Advisers, Council of 

CRG, cnc nunnusresesndt 66, 77, 79, 104 

Economic Report..-........-.....-. 79, 85 

I -creittwrniernicteennwebtinssahitemtites 79, 104 
Economic Policy Board, President’s... 119, 

181, 186 
Economy, international 

See also Trade 

Economic Report..............-..-. 83, 84 
Economy, national 

Budget message.-_.........-..... 59, 66-68 

Economic Report-_-...............--. 79, 80 

News interviews_...............-.. 2, 110 

Republican Party functions, re- 

DE Gi endtdsiusione 110, 111, 128, 129 

Retired persons organizations, re- 

TOUS - ccc cbccttednetedcodstecsas 69 

State of the Union address____.____ 45-47 
Education 

Employment training--_--_- 48, 68, 82, 174 

Federal grant programs, consolida- 

GE nitidcadnwcasecansses 57, 59, 64, 96 

Federal impact aid_.........__. 137, 138 
Education Association, National_-__-_- 32, 33 
Education of Disadvantaged Children, 

National Advisory Council on the... 130 
Educational Research, National Coun- 

ig EE err n aene eee ae 90, 104 
Edwards, Edwin W---..-..-.--------- 32 

t 

See also Middle East 

SE SE ccnccnnsceccantense 105 

Sinai Support Mission, U.S.__..--__- 34 

Tax agreement with U.S_._.....--.. 178 

U.S. Ambassador to__-........----.. 32 
Wilts, Mermann Vu. oo. -...c00c066ce--s 32 
Eisenhower, Mamie-__...........----.-. 17 
Elderly. See Older persons 
Election Commission, Federal_-_-_-_-- 102, 131 
Elections 

Campaign, President’s 

New Hampshire primary-.......-. 133, 
134, 146, 150, 159 

News conference remarks__-...__- 151- 
153, 156, 157 


News interviews, remarks___.....- 
5-7, 9, 10, 23, 107, 108 
Candidates’ personal records, disclo- 


iin sith di diiaincntindiineaiind 9, 10 
Congressional campaigns__........_- 104 
i cctarcinamtrnticnatiieenamabtcaien 156 
Democratic Presidential candidates__ 7 
Federal election law_.._.--. 102, 106, 131 
Republican Vice Presidential candi- 

Cn dienabineineinmenant 7, 156, 158 
Third party, possibility of.......... 7 

Electronic Fund Transfers, National 
CI, Oa icccconmiensianitn 13, 86, 104 
ED EE cinacnpenetinsannamminesl 27 


Employment and unemployment 
See also Business and industry; spe- 


cific programs 
Private sector vs. government em- 
QRCGUIEEG | cttwecsindiadinisitihiit 
62, 64, 68, 82, 110, 111, 129, 174 
Ne eee re 
45, 50, 62, 63, 66, 61, 80-89, 127, 128, 
134, 139, 174 
Energy 
See also specific energy source 
COMB VORNED: ve ncnintimnsnaae 47, 69, 158 
International cooperation.......... 84 
Meeting with advisers_..........._- 76 
Research and development____._- 69, 106 
Energy Administration, Federal__.__ 11, 131 


Pe ee 47 

Energy Policy and Conservation Act_... 84 
Energy Research and Development Ad- 

ministration ............ 69, 104, 118, 152 
England. See United Kingdom 
Environment 

See also specific programs 

Budget allocation.................. 106 


Environmental Protection Agency, 
economic impact of regulations... 142, 143 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com- 


SEE | cihin-acitnirnnndinnimnion nine 173, 187 
Co eer 26, 47, 109, 181 
Europe, U.S. relations................ 104 


— Communities, Commission of 


Executive Orders 


Armed Forces, special sea duty pay 
eae 36 
Defense Superior Service Medal, es- 


tablishment (EO 11904)__...._-__ 126 
East-West Forcign Trade Board, addi- 

tion of Defense Secretary as mem- 

Co eS) ee ee 20 
Executive Schedule (EO 11898) ____-_- 38 
Federal labor-management relations 

| es eee 99 
Federal personnel employed by Indian 

tribal organizations (EO 11899)_.. 71 
Federal Regional Councils (EO 

LEGG OSs nettle dtisd stein 11 
Nuclear materials, export licensing 

procedures (EO 11902) __.._..._-__ 118 
Office of Management and Budget, 

transfer of functions to (EO 

LIGES) Siete siiwjetnssinus Meise 16 
President’s Economic Policy Board, 

membership (EO 11903) -_-.._--..- 119 
Sinai Support Mission, United States 

CH SIGDGD nccnccncssetntinenen 34 


Tax returns, inspection by House 
Committee on Government Opera- 
Homes (BO. 11008) .....<<.seccce--= 71 

Training for Presidential appointees, 
delegation of authority to designate 


participants (EO 11895) -~.-.------ 27 
Executive Schedule--.............-.-. 38 
Excise taxes, liquor.........--....--~- 144 
Export-Import Bank of the United 

States, President.......cc0cccgnscanen 76 
Exports 

ee ee 4, 23-25, 108 

Nuclear materials..............--.-- 118 

ND  ddiiclisnqucctccencqctesssuadeat 32 
Extradition treaties..................- 121 
be ee 17 


Farm Bureau Federation, American... 23, 32 
Farming. See Agriculture and agricul- 
tural programs 


Vay, Albert Bin aed snes te- 54, 77 
Federal Aviation Administration 
AGREE 2.cccn cc ccetssiswaictine 17 


Bombing incident, LaGuardia Air- 


port, investigation_....-..------- 2, 17 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Bombing incident, LaGuardia Air- 
port, investigation--....-.----.---- 2,17 
Deputy Director.........-...------- 17 
Federal Compensation, President’s 
Panel On.................-------<- 
Federal Council on the Aging-.--.-- 74, 104 
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Federal departments and agencies 
See also specific departments and 
agencies 
Federal labor-management relations. 99 


Federal Election Commission------ 102, 131 
Federal employees 
Executive Schedule. -.........------- 38 
Indian tribal organizations, employ- 


Federal Energy Administration----~-~-- ai, 
131, 179, 186, 187 
Federal grant programs, consolidation_ 8, 
50, 57, 59, 60, 62-65, 95, 96, 98, 106, 

112 
Federal Home Loan Bank Board_. 127, 131 
Federal Maritime Commission... 31, 76, 77 


Federal Power Commission----..~--- 127, 131 
Federal Regional Councils_.....------ 11 
Federal Reserve System, Board of Gov- 
CG eat ie cate dé cktaees 38, 64, 77 
Federal Service Impasses Panel-_-_-_ ---- 17 


Federal spending 
Legislation, statements on spending 





MENG cccdaciecereccuesce 13, 67, 184 
Reagan proposal_..........------ 9, 157 
Tax-spending reduction_......----- 5, 

45, 46, 55, 56, 59, 61, 68, 111, 112 

Federal Trade Commission, Acting 
selec acide wits aioli dial Si 32 

Financial Institutions Act of 1975, pro- 
DRE Sibiu tie gic den beokenee 14 
KL ES eae 32 
Finn, Chester E., Jr_.-.------------ 90, 104 

Fish and wildlife conferences, U.S. rep- 
SRN ree oe 40, 77 
Fiske, Robert B., dr...........2.....% 17 
Fitzsimmons, Frank E_......--------- 29 
Flemming, Arthur 8--.--------------- 187 
Plotoher, Arthur A. .............--4 93, 186 
Fletcher, James C.........-.- ao 267 
Florida, Presidential primary--_--_-- 107, 108 
Folklife Preservation Act, American... 19 

Food 

Child nutrition programs, consolida- 

DOR eto sendin sies 57, 59, 96 
Older persons, nutrition programs. 170 
PRR bckindcitimsicinindstnnts , 103 

Food for Peace program--_-_...-------- 26, 
Food stamp program, proposed reforms- 7 
| ee ae ee, 
Ford Committee, President.....-..--- 


20, 
32, 102, 106, 150 
Foreign assistance 
See also Foreign assistance; Intel- 
ligence activities; National defense 
and security; specific country 


Allies, U.S. commitment-_-_....------ 107 

RT Cb once cngenecscdwns 69 

a gg RE ee te 26, 92 

EE, dain etinendsianiios 53 
Foreign Claims Settlement Commis- 

nn diancnidvncchinsnne 14 
Foreign policy 

See also Foreign assistance; specific 

coun 
Congressional role__.........-.---- 21, 22 
GND cx cateccacccnacs 4, 8, 21, 22, 25 


Military organizations, remarks to 


representatives ...............-.- 177 
a 2 
Svecial interest groups__......._-__ 22. 23 
State of the Union address_____.__-_ 50, 51 
Foreign Trade Board, East-West_______ 20 
PRSRINEE, DONOR Bais nase nc cwtecescnca 40 
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